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Arab parties lash at peace 
process, agree to meet annually 
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By Raed A1 Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
A THREE-day conference for 
Arab political parties ended 
late Wednesday and a final- 
communique is expected to be 
released in a press conference 
today, Thursday. The unprece¬ 
dented meeting brought 
together over 50 political par¬ 
ties from 13 countries. 

The conference was held 
under the patronage of His 
Majesty King Hussein, who 
delivered a speech outlining 
the important role of political . 
parties in the Arab world. 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
attended the final session. 

The conference presented a 
strange political mix, since 
most of those attending could 
never agree to a common 
agenda and some are even his¬ 
torical foes. 

But they agreed to bypass 
their differences, at least for 
the duration of the conference, 
and attempted to achieve 
“Joint Arab Solidarity and 
Actionwhich is the slogan 
of the conference. 

During the venue, seven 
papers were delivered cover¬ 
ing such broad topics as politi¬ 
cal parties and the role of the 
media, delivered by former 
Minister of Information Mr 
Mahmoud El-Sharif. the role 
of education in building Arab 
societies (Dr Eid Dhiayat). 
democracy and human rights 
in the Arab world (Dr Yihya 
A! Jamal), political aspects of 
Joint Arab action (Mr George 
Haddad), economic prospects 
for joint Arab action (Dr 
Muhammad Tarawneh) and 
culture and political parties 
(Mr Fakhri Kawar). 


After 100 days of extensive 
contacts, A1 Mustaqbal 
party—a Jordanian centrist 
party— succeeded in bringing 
together about 54 parties from 
13 Arab countries (60 had 
agreed to come). The invita¬ 
tions did not apply to the Arab 
Gulf states since these coun¬ 
tries do -pot have political 
parties. 

The organizers invited ail 
the licensed parties in the Arab 
countries, and as such it was 
impassible to invite under¬ 
ground or exiled opposition 
parties such as the Communist 
Party of Saudi Arabia. 

Historically, two Arab capi¬ 
tals—Tripoli in Libya and 
Damascus—hosted similar 
gatherings. But in these cases 
the political parties that were 
invited had the same political 
beliefs as their hosts. 

However, the Amman meet¬ 
ing brought for the first time 
Arab parties from the extreme 
left to the extreme right. 

The idea behind this confer¬ 
ence “came from our concern 
that Arab parties and popular 
organizations should sit and 
discuss their problems and 
aspirations,” said Mr Suleiman 
Arar. general secretary of Ai 
Mustaqbal Party. “We iyere 
hoping that they will be able 
to discuss the challenges'and 
conspiracies facing the Arab 
nation.” 

The idea of holding such an 
event was appreciated by all 
participants. Many felt pleased 
to be conversing with people 
who held opposing views. For 
example, the Amman arena 
brought together representa¬ 
tives from the Syrian Ba’ath 
and the Iraqi Ba’ath parties, 
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Arar (center) chairs one of the sessions at conference. 
Dhiayat (left) and Abdel LadefArabiyat look on 


who have been at loggerheads 
for the past two decades. 

“Our main concern here is 
to come out with a united 
stand for the Arab struggle 
against external challenges. 
Anything is an achievement," 
said Saad Hamoudi, the repre¬ 
sentative of the Iraqi ruling 
Arab Socialist Ba'oth Party. 

The list of invitees included 
surprise guests like the Leba¬ 
nese Phalangist Pa tty (LPP), 
which signed a peace treaty 
with Israel in 1984 and still 
maintains good relations with 
the Zionist state until now. 

During the 15-year Leba¬ 
nese civil war, the party was 
accused of fascism, and of 
being behind the massacres of 
Palestinians in Lebanon.' 

“During the war everybody 
committed mistakes, we 
should not be evaluated in the 


light of the war. Those who 
know the Phalangist will real¬ 
ize that our attendance comes 
as part of our commitment lo a 
Lebanese and Arab platforms," 
Mr Muneer Al Hajj, deputy 
general secretary of the LPP 
said. 

“We believe that the Arab 
world is passing through a cru¬ 
cial period, so Arab peoples 
have to shoulder the responsi¬ 
bility' besides the Arab lead¬ 
ers.*' he added. 

The Egyptian Labor Party 
(ELP) considered the confer¬ 
ence as posing a huge chal¬ 
lenge for its participants as it is 
taking place at a time when the 
Arab world is rife with 
controversy. 

“There are many differences 
here. But 1 believe there are 
issues of common basis,” said 
Mr Tala'ai Musaiam, president 


of the ELP. 

“The condemnation of the 
current Israeli practices, and 
the elimination of the foreign 
military presence in the Arab 
world and the joint Arab eco¬ 
nomic cooperation are all 
agreed upon by the partici¬ 
pants." added Musaiam. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) consid¬ 
ered the conference as a strate¬ 
gic initiative. “We aim to 
bring back the Palestinian 
cause to the core of the Arab 
issue. Because we believe that 
as long as Palestine is occu¬ 
pied then the unity of the 
Arabs will continue to be a 
mere dream,” said Mr Ibrahim 
Ghosheh, spokesman for 
Hamas. 

Hamas presented a critical 
work paper to the conference 
on the Palestinian situation. It 
talked about the experience of 
the Palestinian revolution in 
the diaspora, the model of the 
Palestinian Authority and the 
model • of the Hamas 
movement. 

However. Mr Ghosheh later 
walked out of the conference 
in protest because he was not 
allowed to deliver the paper. 

Differences erupted when 
discussion of the draft final 
communique began. There 
were inter-Palestinian squab¬ 
bles and inter-Jordanian differ¬ 
ences as well. 

Officials from ihe four Pal¬ 
estinian parties objected to 
voting a Fateh candidate on 
the drafting committee. 
Fateh—a mainstream PI-0 
organization—tried to impose 
its candidate but failed when 

Continued on page 2 


Clinton rebuke 
draws dismay from 
Israeli officials 


By Barton Gellman 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Israel's government reacted 
with surprise and dismay Tues¬ 
day to a public rebuke from 
President Clinton on expansion 
of Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank, restating its claim 
to the territory il caponed in the 
1967 Middle East war and its 
intention to encourage more 
Jews to settle there. 

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, who made no pub¬ 
lic response to Clinton’s Mon¬ 
day remarks, was described by 
some of those who spoke with 
him as fuming. One official 
said Netanyahu was “angry and 
nonplussed.” believing that 
Clinton should have criticized 
Palestinian leader Yasser Ara¬ 
fat instead. 

Another said the prime min¬ 
ister was “taken aback” by 
Clinton's description of settle¬ 
ment growth as an “obstacle to 
peace” and on attempt to 
preempt promised negotiations. 

Increasingly isolated in the 
Arab world and faced with 
worsening ties in' Europe. 
Israel's government has shown 
itself sensitive to any 
unfriendly shift in its relation¬ 
ship with its central ally in 
Washington. Memories are still 
fresh, especially in the govern¬ 
ing Likud party, of the pro¬ 
tracted confrontation over set¬ 
tlements between then- 
President George Bush and tbs 
last Likud prime minister, Yit- 



Settlements put peace in jeopardy 


zhale Shamir. 

The predominant govern¬ 
ment view here so far is that 
there is little risk of a return to 
those unhappy days, when 
Bush quashed US guarantees 
for $10 billion in Israeli loans 
because of settlement-building 
.by Shamir. But some new anx¬ 
ieties are showing now. 
because the presidential state¬ 
ment cast doubt on Netan¬ 
yahu’s strategy for bolstering 
Jewish settlements without* 
antagonizing the United States. 

Clinton’s critical remarks 
were prompted by Israel's deci¬ 


Experts dampen hopes of 
striking big deals with Iraq 


By Oh am Sadeq 
Star Staff Writer 
TWO WEEKS after the 
approval of the oil-for-food 
deal between Iraq and the UN, 
Jordanian businessmen and 
industrialists are beginning to 
realize that opportunities to 
sign huge deals for the Iraqi 
market are limited. Iraq began 
exporting its oil through Tur¬ 
key and its own port on the 
Gulf last week. 

“The agreement provided a 
window of opportunity for Jor¬ 
danian exporters to benefit 
from the Iraqi market,” Dr 
Jawad Al Anani, former gov¬ 
ernment minister and an eco¬ 
nomic expert, told The Star . 


He said Jordan can be a 
potential exporter to the Iraqi 
market since a sound base 
already exists for such purpose. 

But Dr Al Anani pointed out 
that Jordan is not alone in try¬ 
ing to land big deals and that 
many other countries are estab¬ 
lishing trade links with Iraq. 

“If Iraq decides to give Jor¬ 
dan a special treatment and the 
purchases of food items and 
medicine get the approval of 
the UN Security Council and 
the sanctions committee, then 
Jordanian- manufacturers will 
benefit from this deal’if they 
can meet specifications and 
competitive prices." Dr Al 
Anani said. He added that he 


expected Jordan's exports to 
Iraq to increase in the short 
run. 

Dr Tayseer Abdel Jaber, an 
economic expert, said the bene¬ 
fit for the Jordanian economy 
from the deal depends mainly 
on the nature of imports stipu¬ 
lated in the deaL Major Iraqi 
imports will be wheat, flour, 
rice, tea, and sugar—items that 
are not produced by Jordan. 
"This limits Jordan’s benefits 
from the recent deal,” he said. 

Dr Abdel Jaber, former 
ESCWA chief and government 
minister, added that Jordan will 
face tough competition from 
other exporters of food items 


and medicines in respect to 
quality and cost, particularly 
from Dubai and Turkey. 

“According to the trade pro¬ 
tocol between Jordan and Iraq, 
trade volume was confined to 
a set quota, but with the latest 
oil-for-food deal there is no 
defined quota for any country,” 
Abdel Jaber said. 

“Jordan should benefit from 
transit trade coming via Aqaba 
port, which should help the 
port and the transport sector 
because of increased activity," 
he added. 

But, Mr Adrian Al SaUakh, 
general director of the Export 

Continued on page 2 


Madonna on her child 


Watching TV, going online 
will be out of question 


By Paul D. Colford 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

MADONNA WON’T allow 
her daughter, Lourdes, to watch 
TV when she's older. 

The child is “not going 
online!” Madonna insists. 
“No!" She will be raised Catho¬ 
lic. or so it seems. 

Mother and daughter, now 
living in Los Angeles, will 
probably settle somewhere out¬ 
side New York City, but “not 
the Hamptons”. 

The latest news on the 
Madonna 
front comes 
in an inter¬ 
view that 
appears in 
the January 
issue of 
Redbook. 
which goes 
on sale next 

week and shows the new 
mother on the cover in a hot 
pink lace coat, her shoulder- 
length blood hair streaked with 
brown. Although the piece is 
limed to help promote the 
release facer this month of 
Madonna’s new film, “Eviia,” 


Ivor, 

R e po r t 


her choice of the middle-brow 
Redbook lo talk about mother¬ 
hood and child-rearing suggests 
a striking departure from her 
varupish past, at least for now. 

Madonna says she has no 
plans to retire—she will record 
a new album next year—bur is 
on maternity leave. 

On Lourdes’ future educa¬ 
tion: “I don’t want her to go to 
school with a bunch of rich 
kids. And 1 don't want her to 
go to an all-white school" 

On whom she turns to for 
motherly advice: her sister 
Melanie Henry, a 
musician's manager 
who has a 6-year- 
son and was with 
her when Lourdes 
was bora, and Rosie 
O'Donnell, who has 
an adopted son and 
knows about car 
seats and diapers. 
O'Donnell is “a 
nuts-and-bolts kind of a girl," 
Madonna says. “I like that” 

On religion: Lourdes will 
“certainly know about Catholi¬ 
cism. The Bible is an interest¬ 
ing book to read I want my 
daughter to read it" 




On Carlos Leon, the unmar¬ 
ried father of Lourdes: ”1 don’t 
think marriage is a guarantee 
of anything, i also don’t think 
that it’s my obligation to 
explain my relationship to peo¬ 
ple. It’s not a conventional 
one. but I’m very happy with 
it." 

The no-TV rate comes from 
Madonna's father, Tony Cic- 
cone. She says “to be plopped 


in front of a television instead 
of being read to or talked to... 
is a huge mistake.** 

The no-online rule is her 
own: “If she (.Lourdes) wants 
to talk to people, she can 

invite them over. The people 
who like going online best ore 
people who can’t sustain a 
relationship for more than five 
minutes.” ■ 
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sion Friday to give major new 
financial support to Jews build¬ 
ing housing and businesses in 
the West Bank, much of which 
is slated for Palestinian self- 
rule. The planned Israeli cash 
infusion is calculated at hun¬ 
dreds of millions of dollars and 
would expand and strengthen 
even Jewish settlements far dis¬ 
tant from the border of Israel 
proper and surrounded by Arab 
population centers. 

Israel, Washington's chief 
ally in the Middle East, is also 

Continued on page 2 
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Only few more patients and 
/ can change carsl 


An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited by Marwan Al Asmar 


Children’s death 
remains a mystery 




■ The case of the two children who died mysteriously in 
their Shmeisani apartment last week has shocked the nation. 
Hani. 6. and Haneen, 9, Al Masri were found dead by their 
mother Wednesday morning. Police, who are still investigat¬ 
ing the deaths, have not yet announced the findings of 
pathologists who performed autopsy on the two children to 
determine the cause of death. Their mother had left them for 
no more than 20 minutes that morning to drive their father 
to work. The family had breakfast together earlier and the 
children were preparing to go to school. When she returned 
she found both children unconscious. Both were pronounced 
dead upon arrival to a nearby hospital. Initial reports sug¬ 
gested that the children had died of food poisoning. But one 
week laLer the nature of the liquid substance that was found 
in the stomachs of the two victims remains unclear to Inves¬ 
tigators. Police pathologists were still carrying out extensive 
tests and have ruled out gas poisoning as rumored by some 
newspapers. The possibility of foul play has not be ruled out 
either. The liquid material that was found had badly dam¬ 
aged the linings of the stomach lead to internal bleeding and 
finally to suffocation. 




HRH Prince Hassan, the Regent, headed Tuesday's cabinet 
session at the prime ministry. The Regent said that it is prema¬ 
ture to talk about a coordinated Arab action in relation to the 
peace process though Arabs agree on some basic Issues like the 
settlements and refugees. He said it is imperative to reempha¬ 
size the right for Palestinians to return and be compensated. 


Fighting corruption 

■ The government appears to 
be fighting corruption thick 
and fast. According to the Min¬ 
ister of Information, Dr Mar- 
wan Al Moasher. another 34 
cases of corruption and misuse 
have been presented to the 
public prosecutor. This brings 
the number of corruption cases 
so far to 101. Some of the trials 
of these cases have already 
started. But the Special Com¬ 
mittee for Investigating Cor¬ 
ruption and Bribery, which was 
set up by the General Intelli¬ 
gence Department, is still con¬ 
tinuing its task, and no doubt 
many more cases of misuse 
will soon appear. But the min¬ 
ister said the cases for August 
include cigarette and clothes 
smuggling in the Zerqa Free 
Trade Zlone. What is interest¬ 
ing here, also, is that Dr Al 
Moasher said chat large quanti¬ 
ties of fake Supply Coupons 
were intercepted. These origi¬ 
nated from outside the country. 
The ringleaders of these, 
intended to print more coupons 
that deal with sugar and rice. 

Dead chickens for 
sale! 

■ This time it is Zerqa. No, it 


is not violence or corruption, it 
is rotten chicken! Municipality 
officials have uncovered a gang 
that has been selling chicken 
that is unfit for public con¬ 
sumption, and they could have 
been doing it for months and 
even years. It was reported that 
officials came to know of the 
existence of the “chicken gang" 
by chance, when one of their 
members refused to destroy the 
infected chickens saying he 
would dump them in the city’s 
garbage dump. This aroused 
the suspicion of the official, 
who followed the man. It was 
found- that the dead chickens 
were taken to a far away area 
where they were cleaned and 
sold to the public. Zerqa was a 
gold mine for the gang since 
there is about 200 chicken 
forms in the area that produce 
45 percent of the Kingdom’s 
need. 

Labor, education 

and getting lost 

■ The Minister of Labor, Dr 
Abdel Hafez Al Shakhanbeh, is 
rather pleased with himself 
these days. He says Saudi Ara¬ 
bia has taken more than 2,000 
Jordanian teachers this year. 
This is indeed good news, and 


should lead to lower unemploy¬ 
ment in the domestic market, 
the good doctor points out 
However. Al Sabcel weekly 
pointed out that tens of teach¬ 
ers who were taken by the Sau¬ 
dis turned back shortly after¬ 
wards. They said that after they 
arrived to Jeddah, they found 
out that the village they have 
been assigned to was about 600 
Kilometers away. What's more 
there was no public transport 
and teachers had to find their 
way by themselves. In the vil¬ 
lages, they were in for more 
shocks. There was no water, 
electricity or telephones. It is 
said also that there was no 
shops and they had to travel 
about 200 Kilometers to buy 
their daily needs. However, the 
teachers returned to Jordan 
shortly afterwards. They are 
now demanding that they be 
found new jobs by the Ministry 
of Education. 

Recriminations in 
Muslim Brotherhood 

■ Could the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood in Jotdan be facing prob¬ 
lems or is it a figment of one's 
imagination, Whatever, the- cqse,-, 
the Brotherhood has recently'lost' 
one of its ablest members. Dr 
Salah Al Khali di was one of the 



leading members of the Brother¬ 
hood in the late 1980s. Dr Kha- 
lidi is angry with the movement. 
. He says that ‘It has lost the lest" 
and became preoccupied with 
issues that are not related to the 
religious message: 

He added that the Brotherhood 
“has sought to satisfy the govem- 
menr in favor of ministeriaJ 
posts. But as usual, the resigna¬ 
tion of Al Khalidi is being seen 
by observers as one more strain 
between 
the doves 
and the 
hawks in 
the gov¬ 
ernment. 

This is 
especially 
the case, 
since the 
Muslim 
Brotherho 
od has 
officially 

expelled Ahmed Al Kassasbeh 
from its ranks only a few days 
before the latter resignation. The 
two issues don’t seem to be con¬ 
nected as Al Khlaidi’s resigna¬ 
tion appears to be about party 
dogma rather than anything else. 

Bu{ .the..resignation 
opened up a can of worms 
between the hawks and *the 
doves. Although the former are 


Al Omoush 


laying dormant, the latter are tak¬ 
ing (he initiatives. For weeks now 
speculation has continued about 
the Islamic Action From, the. 
political arm of the Muslim 
Brotherhood as taking pan in the 
Kabariti government. 

But such speculation raises a 
number of issues. Whether the 
government would go out for a 
reshuffle or indeed if it will stay 
in power. However, what is of 
our immediate concern is the 
behind-the-scenes negotiations 
that appear to be going on pres- 
endy, although these are bong ' 
strongly denied by the leadership - 
of the movement Recent state¬ 
ments by IAF deputies Dr Bas- 
sam A! Omoush and Dr Abdallah 
Al Akaiteh indicate that they 
would be willing to join the gov¬ 
ernment. Dr Al Omoush went on 
to suggest that even the Jordan- 
fcraeli peace treaty is a feat 
accompli However, his state¬ 
ments have brought swift denun¬ 
ciations from the Shura. Council 
of the IAF. 

The council staled categori¬ 
cally and once and for all that 
they don’t wish to join the Kaba¬ 
riti government and said that AJ 
Omoush’s statements caused the 
movement a lot of embarrass¬ 
ment. particularly since they are a 
vociferous opponents of the poli¬ 
cies of the Kabariti government* 
and particularly those that relate 
to die latest price hikes of bread 
and fodder. 

Karak conference to 
be held shortly 

■ The first conference on 
Karak will be held very 
shortly. The organizer, the Jor¬ 
dan Center for Studies and 
Information, is stillin the prep¬ 
aration stage for the seminar. 
The head of the center, Mr 
Bifol Hassan Al Tal. said that 
(lie conference will be the kick¬ 
off point for the start of a num¬ 
ber of conferences on Jorda- 



The South African leader, Mr Nelson Mandela, will be 
coming to Jordan in November, it was confirmed by the 
South African Embassy in Amman. Press speculations 
that Mr Mandela would be coming to Jordan in the next 
day or two, were strenuously deeded. 


man towns and cities, like Salt, 
Jcrash and Irbid. A number of 
scientific papers have already 
been prepared on the economic 
and cultural life of Jerash. 

Latest parliament, 
magazine appears 

■ The latest special issue of 
Risala Majles Al Ununa has 
just been published. Its packed 
with information about the role 
of Parliament not just in Jordan 
but all over the world. The 
journal, which appears every 
two months, includes articles 
by Islamic Action Front Dep¬ 
uty, Dr Bassam'Al Omoush and 


Abdel Baqi Gararao, an inde¬ 
pendent deputy. Dr Netham 
Barakat, the head of the 
Department of Political Sci¬ 
ence. contributed an article 
about Parliaments in the world. 

. The issue follows up the Lower 
House activities and decisions. 
There is also-an interview with 
the deputy Abd Al Baqi 
Gammo under the title “Parlia¬ 
mentarians in Memory”. 
Another item was about the 
Parliament from the point of 
view of press. This part tackles 
the press association law in 
particular and the the proposed 
amendments. 


Experts say water crisis 


Continued from page 1 
water pipelines for domestic 
use, but it collected the pay¬ 
ment of only 98 mcm. This 
indicates that the water loss is 
about 52 percent as e result of 
the delapidated water network, 
while the worst loss level 
worldwide is about 25 percent 


The Authority has recently 
launched a water network reha¬ 
bilitation program which will 
cost JD 200 million. 

Meanwhile, if the present 
tendency continues, experts 
believe Jordan will reach the 
‘zero’ point concerning water 
in less than 20 years. This 
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i he medicifija! powers of 
herbs are popular again 


requires “an urgent step to limit 
the volume of water pumped 
for irrigation, before nature 
imposes its rules,” said Dr Elias 
Salameh. a hydrology professor 
at the University of Jordan. Jor¬ 
dan “needs a radical water 
management program that 
takes decisive decisions. 
Because the current flexible 
style of management will lead 
the country to destruction." 

The relationship between 
Jordan’s diminishing water 
resources and rising needs of 
the population is deteriorating 
at fast rate. In 1991 the individ¬ 
ual share from water was 293 
cubic meter, but -now it is 
expected to decrease to 176 cm 
by the year 2000. In 2025 when 
Jordan's population is expected 
to number 10 million, the indi¬ 
vidual share will be 88 cm 

Among the available solu¬ 
tions is Al Disi aquifer project 


which could solve the water 
problems of Amman, at a cost 
of S50 million. The govern¬ 
ment presented the project to 
Amman Economic Summit last 
year but no steps have been 
taken so far. 

“Many Jordanians have 
experience in the field of water 
desalination since most got 
their experience working in the 
Arab Gulf states,” Mr Hashem 
said; The Gulf desalination sta¬ 
tions produce 50 percent of the 
world’s Output of desalinated 
water. ^The issue is merely a 
matter of finance, not technol¬ 
ogy," he added. 

On the regional cooperation, 
Jordan and Syria are yet to 
carry out their agreement, 
readied over two decades ago, 
to build a dam on the Yarmouk 
River. But- before both can 
secure international financing 
they need the approval of Israel 
which also has access to the - 
Yarmouk. 

While many experts believe 
Turkey could provide a long¬ 
term solution to the region’s 


water shortage, the projects 
that were proposed earlier in 
the eighties never really took 
off. *I\irkey’s Ceyhan and 
Seyhan rivers discharge over 
50 billion cubic meters of 
water in the Mediterranean 
Sea. 

Still regional cooperation 
in the field of waier is a com¬ 
plicated process and is linked 
to political stability and 
finance. 

“The challenge would he to 
preserve what we have, not to 
degrade its "quality. To man¬ 
age it right, you do not over 
extract water . from the 
ground, and that means better 
management," Dr Haddadin 
said. “If also means spending, 
you have to invest. When you 
look at us, Jordanians, Pales¬ 
tinians, Israelis, we three are 
the worst case, Israel has the 
advantage of having higher 
per capita incomes, that 
leaves Jordan and the Pales¬ 
tinians with over-population 
and less money to spend on 
water resources."* 







September issue is now 
on selected newsstands 
for more information 
Call 645-380 
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GENEVA, HAMBURG, HERAKUON, 

JEDDAH, LONDON, MANCHESTER, 

MOSCOW, MUNICH, PARIS, 

RHODES, RIYADH, ROME, 

SALZBURG, KUWAIT, 

TEL AVIV, THESSALONIKI, 

VIENNA, ZURICH, 

. . NEW YORK & KUWAIT 

• • » 


/ "/■ / liiflrj/ w.ilit’u !)■> tint tlrOtalh In (h «i r in \>t;,r-.tn 

In!, -hi,:,,.! - / n I " h/i/l' < >r < hu <-.S. I In i.u, 77.7 A’ I / AHA/ A 

ItHK! SM Id. t>S! 402 Or Y.mr l ravel I 



Point 

of orde r 

An essential 
guide to speed 
ramps 

mr- Speed ramps arc not 
supposed to be made of 
cat’s eyes or other phos¬ 
phoric and light reflecting 
objects that arc actually 
designed for highways to 
act as markers, especially 

when driving at night. 

What the municipality 
is doing is misusing these 
expensive objects which 
belong on our highways. 
The misuse comes out of 
gluing these markers to 
the asphalt in such a way 
that few days later most 
end up broken into little 
pieces because they are 
not designed to withstand 
enormous weights- In 
short what is being done 
now constitutes a drain to 
the city budget—in other 
words taxpayers' money. 

And yes we believe 
they do damage cars no 
matter how fast, or slow, 
one drives, especially 
when they him into little 
bits and pieces, like shrap¬ 
nel. that protrude in every 
direction. 

Yes a solution must be 
found to speeding cars at 
intersections. A solution 
exists. It is called traffic 
law. Stop signs should be 
planted at every intersec¬ 
tion—now they are not. 
Making a complete halt at 
slop signs-must be made 
compulsory—police and 
VIP's included. This 
should be done first by 
publicizing the regulation 
in the local media, espe¬ 
cially on TV hy running 
one minute public service 
commercials every hour 
and for at least a month 
until everybody gets the 
message. Before wc can 
deul with this problem, wc 
must change the behavior 
of drivers. Ramps will not 
stop them if they are not 
conditioned to slow down 
before reaching an 
intersection. 

Those who lived in the 
US far a while, and drove 
there, remember only too 
well that making a com¬ 
plete stop at an intersec¬ 
tion became second nature 
to drivers even if the way 
was clear on all sides. 

As to ramps, which 
obviously cannot be 
installed at every intersec¬ 
tion in town. well. Greater 
Amman ■ Munfcipality 
.engineers in cooperation 
with the Traffic Dept., can 
go back to specialized text 
books and implement rec¬ 
ommended designs. There 
are two such designs in 
Amman, the traditional 
hump-like asphalt ramp 
used in the driveways of 
the Royal Automobile 
Club, and one, more 
expensive but very practi¬ 
cal. the rubber ramps 
recently installed at the 
entrance of the Marriott 
Hotel. Both are made (o 
last for a long time—and 
both will make a reckless 
driver think twice as he or 
she approaches a danger¬ 
ous intersection. 
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;: . Tiritidn 

• Economical private tuition 
in small groups. IGCSE/GCE, 
Physics, Chemistry, Biology. 

Maths, English for primary and pi 
Middle School, tel: 679207 , “ 

- Rare Books ?.“• 

• Antiquarian books and old 
prints by David Roberts and 
W. H. Bartlett For sale. Views 
of Jerusalem, The Holy Land 
and Petra. Please call 664805. 

Friendship 

• I would like to correspond 
with ALL Arabs for cultural 
exchange and friendship. I 
want to learn more about the 
life in today's Middle EasL I 
am sincere in my intentions. 

Stanley Sullivan 

<ssulliva@fn2.freeneulh.fl.us 

Northside Villas, 2711 Allen 
'Road, Apt. H.-19, Tallahassee 
Florida 32312, USA. ’ 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan AlAsmar 


Short of punches! 

■ What, another brawl at the Lower House. I can’t 
believe it Those deputies have only just convened How¬ 
ever, this is not really a major brawl, it's what you might 
call a tiny incident! Last week, the Minister of Agricul¬ 
ture, Dr Mustapha Shneikat and Lower House deputy, Ali 
Shani got into a bit of a tussle during the meeting of the 
Lower House’s Financial and Economic Committee over 
the conditions of agricultural laborers in the Jordan Val¬ 
ley. Al Shani, rapporteur of the committee, who repre¬ 
sents that particular part of the world, accused the Minis¬ 
try of Agriculture of failing in its job. The minister felt 
that the accusations were being levelled against him per¬ 
sonally, became agitated and threw a glass of water at the 
deputy. This incident fell short of developing into a full- 
fledged right only after other deputies intervened But it 
didn't stop there. Al Shatti later demanded that the minis¬ 
ter be sacked from his job. However after much debate. 
Dr Shneikat apologized and the tussle ended. 

Muasher tells Netanyahu to stop 
settlements 

■ Jordan is not happy about the building of settlements 
on the .West Bank and Arab East Jerusalem. This is the 
message that was delivered to the Israeli Prime Minister, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, by Dr Marwan Al Muasher, the 
information minister. During his four-day visit to Israel, 
Dr Muasher met top ranking Israeli officials and was at 
pains to point out to the disastrous consequences such a 
settlements policy could have on the peace process which 
is already in disarray. The minister later said that there are 
still big differences between the Jordanian and Israeli 
point of views regarding settlements. Such differences are 
worsened by the fact that the Israeli government is willing 
to give settlers “extra facilities." 

Arab editors refused entry Into the 
country 

■ Something very strange happened last Thursday. Three 
Lebanese chief editors were not allowed to enter the 
country. They were held'.in the airport for three hours 
before flying back to Beirut Rajeh tChouri of Al Nahar . 
daily, Talal Salman of Al Safir 'vnd George Trad of tbe Al 
Syaad magazine were stopped at Queen Alia International 
Airport. The names of two of the editors are ‘black listed' 
for writing “unfriendly articles about Jordan." The three 
editors were invited to speak at a two-day workshop on 
investigative reporting at the Dead Sea. The organizers, 
the Al Ufuq Research Center and tbe Konrad Adenaur 
Institute in Amman failed to convince the immigration 
authorities to allow the editors to enter the country, and 
after much argument they left the country on the return 
flight of the plane they arrived in. 

Mr Trad, who was allowed to enter the country, left 
with his two compatriots in protest. 

The three editors had already obtained visas to enter 
the country from our embassy in Beirut But in the end 
even this did not help. This kind of thing is really a great 
embarrassment to Jordan. There should be greater coordi¬ 
nation between government agencies in this regard. But 
this kind of thing seems to be occurring a lot these days. 
''Not long ago. the chief editor of the Egyptian opposition 
newspaper Al Shaab was refused entry into the country. 
Adel Hussein, a respected journalist went back on the first 
plane to Egypt. It was only after intervention by the orga¬ 
nizers, Medmedia, that Hussein was able to enter die 
country. 

Up the workers 

■ The electricity workers and the Jordan Electric Co., are 
now in a state of deadlock. The reconciliation committee 
that was set up to solve the dispute has failed to reach a 
compromise. The head of the committee, deputy Theib 
Abdallah, blamed the company for the deadlock. He said 
that it refused to meet any of the demands of the workers. 

It is very likely now that the dispute will be transferred to 
the Industrial Court. 

Tabloids for sale 

■ The newspaper scene in Jordan seems to follow fits 
and starts. On good days, we have newspapers being 
licensed left, right and center. On other days, it's like a 
dead duck! We know that the market in Jordan is not big 
enough for all those wonderful materials we could be 
reading, but never mind. Last week, the cabinet agreed to 
give a license to A l Safir (Ambassador). This is not to be 
'confused with the famous Lebanese daily Al Safir. Ours is 
a home grown local brand that is to be published on a 
weekly basis to have a pitch in the tabloid market. But 
that’s not ail, only the previous week we saw the first 
issue of Safiraty (My Ambassadress). Sefiraty seems to 
be geared towards the modem woman with some cultural 
twists to iL The first issue also bad an article about the 
child, its rights and its behavior. 

Women form 37% of public sector 

■ Whoever said that women have a raw deal in employ¬ 
ment may be bunkers. I am joking of course, but after a 
study by the Civil Service Commission, it is found that 37 
percent of the workforce in the public sector are women. 
However, the highest percentage is in the education sec¬ 
tor. Out of a workforce of 66381. women formed 35257, 
that's slightly over 53 percent. The health sector comes 
nexL Women form about 45 percent of this sector, that is 
9319 out of a total of 20448. Also about 31 percent of 
women in the government sector hold university degrees, 
that's more than 16,000, those with community college 
diplomas form about 43 percent, that is 22856, and those 
with a Tawjihi education form 26 percent.'about 13,884 
women. 

Grant to Aqaba marine from Germany 

■ The German government is to fund a joint Jordanian- 
German research and teaching project in oceanography 
and investigating life in the crevasses of the coral reefs. 
The project will be carried out by die Aqaba Marine Sci¬ 
ence Station and the German Center for Tropical Marine 
Ecology in German. The German Federal Ministry of Sci¬ 
ence, Research and Technology is providing about JD 
340,000 to projects that will focus on integrating Jordan 
into the Red Sea Programme. The program has started 
early this month and continues till December, 1998. 


Jordan receives military package from US 


AMMAN (Star)—Jordan received $100 
million worth of military hardware, Satur¬ 
day from the United States. His Majesty 
King Hussein, the supreme commander of 
tbe Aimed Farces inspected the cargo that 
was carried by the USS Cape Wrath, that 
docked in tbe Aqaba port. 

The King described tbe US aid as "a 
firm and true indication of the fact that we 
are friends and that we stand together." 

“... We are deeply grateful for the presi¬ 
dent of the United Stales and bis adminis¬ 
tration.” the King told a press conference 
on board of the American carrier. 

The militar y hardware included 18 UH- 
1H helicopters, 50 M60A3 tanks, 250 
Ml008 and Ml009 trucks, 2 MK—4 per¬ 
sonnel boats, an air-sea rescue vehicles, 
marlin* guns and 1000 night vision 
goggles. 

This is the first stage of a $300 million 
package by tbe United States to help mod¬ 
ernize the Jordanian army. The remainder 
will be allocated towards purchasing 16 F- 
16 jet fighters which the US will deliver by 
tbe end of 1997. 

.US Ambassador to Jordan, Wesley 
Egan, who attended the handing over cere¬ 
mony, said that his country will also 
deliver a C-130 aircraft to the Jordanian 
Armed Forces by March next year. 

King Hussein said the hardware will be 
used to protect the Constitution, democ¬ 



racy and Jordan’s role in peace-keeping 
forces world-wide. 

The King said that he was proud that 
Jordan has become a non-Nato status ally. 
Accompanying His Majesty was HRH 


Prince Hamzeh, Prime Minister Mr Abdel 
Karim Al Kabariti, who is also responsible 
for the defence portfolio, the JomL Chief of 
Staff, Field Marshal Abdel Hafez Mirei Al 
Ka'abnah, and other senior officers. ■ 


Two decades after his 
death Al Tal's image is 
put into perspective 


By Raed Al Abed 

St ar Stojf Writer 
A DEEP and honest researcher 
into the history of the late 
Wasfi Al Tal, would conclude 
that he is innocent from the 
“narrow ultra-nationalist” accu¬ 
sations that are levelled against 
him. His friends at the time and 
those he worked with believe 
that Al Tal was a staunch pan- 
Arabist 

Contrary to popular opinion, 
he believed that Jordan is a part 
of the big Arab home. 

. Activists of the so-called 
Jordanian National Front are 
making Al Tal an idol for their 
ultra-nationalist dogma and for 
their beliefs in the concept of 
Jordan for Jordanians. 

“He never sounded to me as 
somebody who lifted his think¬ 
ing and emotions in favor of 
trans-Jordanians against those 
Jordanians of Palestinian ori¬ 
gin. 1 never felt this. He always 
advocated unity,'’ said Mr Mar¬ 
wan Doudeen, a Jordanian of 
Palestinian origin, who worked 
closely with Al Tal from Feb¬ 
ruary 1971 till his ill-fated trip 
to Egypt where he was 
assassinated. 

“Most of what is written 
about A] Tal is an uneducated 
analysis of his personality to 
say the least if not a biased 
one,” he added. “The man 
believed more than anything 
else in the unity between Jorda¬ 
nians and Palestinians, and he 
always considered the Fertile 
Crescent countries of Jordan, 
Palestine, Lebanon, Syria and 
Iraq as being the core of any 
Arab unity in the future." 

Al Tal took part in the Salva¬ 
tion Array in Palestine in the 
1948 Arab-Tsraeli war. He was 
then an officer in the Syrian 
Army in the Golan Heights. 
His political, economic and 
social thinking made him one 
of the main exponents of Arab 
nationalism in Jordan at tbe 
time. 

History cells us that he never 
accepted the loss of Palestine 
and. was obsessed by * its 
liberation. •- 

His three books written in 
Arabic, “The Story of the Sal¬ 
vation Army”, "Reasons 
Behind the Failure in the Pales¬ 
tinian War”, and “Reasons 
behind the Arab Military 
Defeat in Palestine” testify to 
the fact that be was bitter about 
and critical of Arab perfor¬ 
mance in the 1948. 

He said Arabs “lacked a 
strong will and performed 
weakly.” He openly talked 
about misguided campaigns 
which harmed the self- 
confidence of the Arabs. 

“Regionalism in the mind of 
Al Tal did not exist as a goal in 
itself, he believed that national¬ 
ism should serve as a corner¬ 
stone for the wider Arab 
nationalist goal." said Dr 
Abdallah AJ Naqrush, a politi¬ 
cal science professor in the 
University of Jordan. “It is 
illogical to imagine that such a 
visionary leader believed in a 
narrow Jordanian nationalist 
angle.” 

However, Dr Naqrush 
believed that Al Tal’s thought 
was much more complex. His 
nationalism interacted with two 
other concentric circles: the 
idea of tbe greater Syrian Fer¬ 
tile Crescent and the wider 
Arab region. At the end of the 
day he had a pan-Arabist goal. 

Wasfi Al Tal was bom in 
Baghdad in 1921, to a peasant 
family from Irbid. He was the 
eldest son of the late Jordanian 
poet, Mustafa Wahbi Al Tal 
(Arar), a controversial and out¬ 
spoken figure. 

Ai Tal, the father, was 
known for his critical poetry, 



Al Tal: A nationalist with an Arab vision 


and a strong opponent of the 
government. He was impris¬ 
oned several times. 

The younger Tal studied in 
the American University of 
Beirut receiving his bachelor's 
degree in science in 1941. 

The 1950s was a period of 
turbulent political upheaval in 
the Arab world. The popular 
discontent led to a sharp 
growth in support for several 
pan-Arab ideologies. Al Tal 
joined the Arab Nationalists 
Movement (ANM), an anti- 
Syrian Ba'ath style pan-Arabist 
movement. 

He left the movement when 
it adopted pro-Nosserisi meth¬ 
ods—referring to undisputed 
star of pan-Arab politics. 
GamaJ Abdel Nasser. Al Tal 
believed that Nasserism was 
demagogy. It was during this 
time that Al Tal became con¬ 
vinced that he was destined to 
enter Jordanian political life. 

"As a pragmatist it was natu¬ 
ral for Al Tal to differ with the 
ANM- He believed that the 
thoughts and slogans of this 
movement focussed on ideol¬ 
ogy more than the practical 
political dimension." Al 
Naqrush added. 

AJ Tal was a diplomatic high 
flyer. In the heat of the inter- 
Arab media war campaigns, he 
led the Jordanian broadcasting 
war through his post os director 
of Jordan Radio. When the 
Arab airwaves calmed down. 
Al Tal was assigned os on 
ambassador to Baghdad. 

AI Tal raised more than an 
eyebrow. He was recalled to 


'Amman to form his first gov¬ 
ernment in January 1962. The 
majority of his cabinet mem¬ 
bers were from Palestinian ori¬ 
gin. In December of that year 
he formed his second reformed 
cabinet. Ai Tal introduced a 
series of liberal reforms and 
launched a “clean up policy" 
that lasted three months. 

During his public service, he 
was appreciated by Jordanians 
for his transparent policy and 
reform. The economy started to' 
take off as evidenced by indus¬ 
trial growth. 

But it was his approach that 
earned him the greatest respect. 
Essentially, his down-to-earth 
attitude gained him popular 
support. 

The civil war of 1970 and its 
aftermath is a controversial 
period in Tal's life. The war 
continued for two weeks in 
bloody dashes between PLO’s 
fighters and the Jordanian 
army. Described as “Black 
September” this sad chapter in 
Jordan's history continues to 
haunt many until today. 

Al Tal took over as a prime 
minister in the aftermath of 
those incidents. “His job was to 
put the country back in order 
with as little force os possible." 
Doudeen said. “My duty as 
director of broadcasting was to 
alleviate the sadness and anger 
that prevailed, by attempting to 
restore notional unity among 
Jordanians as soon as 
possible.” 

In 1971 Al Tal was ready to 
cooperate with the Yasser Ara¬ 
fat's Fateh, the PLO’s main¬ 


stream faction. He rejected 
dealing with Palestinian Marx¬ 
ist groups, such as the Popular 
Front for Liberation of Pales¬ 
tine and the Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine. 
Both were accused of being 
behind the anarchical situation 
that existed in the Kingdom 
before the incidents of the ‘70s. 

“AI Tal differed from the so- 
called 'liberators of Palestine' 
by one thing,” Doudeen said. 
“He believed that the loss of 
Palestine in 1948 should not 
trigger any kind of struggle 
with the Zionist state in a disor¬ 
ganized way.” 

“He believed that the Fedny- 
eetis operations will be futile 
and just end up with more kill¬ 
ing if they are not closely coor- 
‘ dinated with foe regular Arab 
armies within all countries that 
surround Palestine," Doudeen 
said. . 

In his fifth government in 
1970, AI Tal chose three Jorda¬ 
nian figures who are of Pales¬ 
tinian origin to be responsible 
for Jordan’s TV, radio and the 
Ministry of Informatioa 

“Those who negatively eval¬ 
uated AI Tal defy the true 
thoughts of the man. He was 
careful to keep the September 
incident behind everybody” 
said Mr Taher Al Adwon, who 
worked with Al TaJ in the press 
and later in radio.. 

“I believe accusing Al Tal of 
being a regionalist is to misin¬ 
terpret his thoughts” Al 
Naqrush said. “He was able to 
build a national and an Arab 
program to confront the com¬ 
ing challenges.” 

The last stage of Al Tal's 
life was his insistence on par¬ 
ticipating in the meetings of 
the Arab Defence Council in 
Cqiro. The Egyptians fore¬ 
warned Jordan of foe risk to his 
life if he attended. 

In the afternoon of 28 
November 1971, AI Tal was 
assassinated in front of the 
Sheraton Hotel in Cairo. Three 
persons opened fire gunning 
him down. An unknown group 
called “Black September” 
declared its-responsibility. 

‘There is a fourth front that 
was missed in the report of the 
Council, which should revolu¬ 
tionize the Occupied Land. I 
believe that Arab efforts should 
be concentrated on that front 
for strategic and tactical goals. 

If we succeed to imbalance the 
enemy in the Occupied Land, 
we would not need the military 
battalions that were mentioned 
in the report," Al Tal said in 
his address to the Arab 
Defence Council, hours before 
his assassination. ■ 


ESCWA holds seminar 
for Arab intellectuals 


AMMAN (Star)—A seminar discussing the 
role of the Economic and Social Commis¬ 
sion for Western Asia (ESCWA) was held 
lost Tuesday at the Forte Grand Hotel. Orga¬ 
nized by ESCWA. the seminar hosted a 
number of Arab scholars and intellectuals 
concerned with aspects of economic integra¬ 
tion and cooperation between the Arab coun¬ 
tries. Developing the role of the ESCWA in 
line with the rapid changes on the regional 
and international levels was the center of dis¬ 
cussion. The participants focused on the- 
identity of ESCWA, the way it is viewed by 
people and its methods of management. 

The ESCWA has adopted in 1994 a 
restructuring program reconsidering its 
medium-term plan for the years 1992-1997. 
In fois context, the 1994-1995 and 1996- 


1997 plans have been reshuffled and. focus¬ 
ing on ESCWA activities on five basic ele¬ 
ments instead of 15 programs. In light of this 
change, the departments of ESCWA were 
reorganized in a way to avoid duplication 
and repetition. Participants included: 

Senator Laila Sharaf, Dr Ibrahim Izzidin, 
Dr Tayseer Abd Al Jaber, Dr Muhammad 
Said Al Nabelsi. Dr Ali Ateeqa, Dr Said AI 
Najjar. Dr Ibrahim Hiimi Abd Al Rahman. 
Dr Salah Iddin Hafez. Dr Jameel Matar, Dr 
Kheir Addin Hasib and Dr Ilyas Saba. ■ 

Present were also Dr Hazem Biblawi, 
undersecretary general of the UN and the 
executive -secretary of ESCWA and the 
heads of the technical departments and the 
regional consultants of foe organization, ■ 





Political parties: Looking for o. 
common compass 

■ The meeting of about 60 Arab political parties in Amman 
this week is. a historical occasion indeed. Nothing like it iw* 
ever happened before, not during the turbulent ‘50*. the 
oppressive ‘60s, the sober ‘70s and the frustrating ‘80s. 

Throughout tbe last four decades, the evolution ot in ‘-‘ 
Arab world's political parties was not a shared experience, 
although foe pains of territorial loss, foe agonies of military 
dft fenr and foe bitterness of political submission were 
equally shared. Political parties in the Arab world were 
never populist institutions.. In many cases, they were an 
expression of an elitist, monopolistic and autocratic rule o> 
a few—-mostly overzealous generals and ideologues. 

That's why the dialogue that took place in Amman thiN 
week should have been interesting and enlightening. 

It is almost impossible to draw a picture of the political 
development of the Arab world, with foe exclusion of the 
Gulf sheikdoms, without juxtaposing historic events, dates 
and personalities with foe history of Arab political parties. 
Can one indulge into foe modem history of Iraq, for exam¬ 
ple without drawing on the evolution of the Arab Baath 
Party? Or would the history of post-colonial Algeria be 
complete without building on the influence of the National 
Liberation Front? 

Jordan’s short-lived democratic experiment in the 1950s 
is blamed on the illegitimate ambitions of leftist parties such 
as foe Jordan Communist Party. Lebanon's Phaiangisi Party 
has been literally rewritten, albeit not by itself, but by the 
modern history of that countiy during the 1970s and early 
‘80s. 

One wonders what, in foe final analysis, was the net result 
of these parties' contribution to their countries and to the 
Arab world in general. Such a question will not be answered 
in the Amman gathering. Arab political parties today do not 
dare address themselves to such questions. Looking back is 
not a virtue, unless one knows where one is heading. Today, 
the Arab world is moving without a political compass, 
unlike foe ‘60s when wc had Nasser, for example. 

The Nasserite experiment was dissected and examined 
carefully in Egypt during the Sadat era. But the bitter les¬ 
sons of that age never filtered down into the pan Arab 
psyche. We don’t expect a national debate on Nasser to start 
now. But Arab parties should try to re-create a common 
base for the Arabs of the 1990s and for the Arab world as it 
crawls towards the 21st century. 

Those who were missing from the Amman meeting will 
be foe Arab people, from foe Gulf to the Ocean as the popu¬ 
lar saying goes, in whose name these 60 or odd parties claim 
to speak. Whai do they really want and how do they see the 
future? It is doubtful if the political parties will ever be able 
to transform themselves from being the dogmatic, paterna¬ 
listic. romantic, abusive and power-hungry clusters that they 
are today into real democratic platforms for the people. 

There is a crisis in the Arab world today. It is about lead¬ 
ership. at the individual country level, as well os the pan 
Arab regional level. That crisis has left the Arab world, and 
the Arab people, politically demoralized, economically 
unmotivated and culturally bankrupt. 

And this is how we met the challenge of making peace 
with Israel few years ago. No wonder that the prospects for 
a better future are gloomy and uninviting for many. 

One can distribute blame. But that is not the point. One 
should be harsh in the case of countries where a single party 
has enjoyed absolute power for many years. But what about 
countries where political parties have not had the chance to 
rule? It is difficult to come to a conclusion. How would Jor¬ 
dan'? development have looked like, for example, if the 
communists took over back in the 1950s. or if the IAF were 
to form a government in foe early 1990s? 

On the other hand one is still trying to understand the phe¬ 
nomenon of the economically robust, but politically unso¬ 
phisticated. Gulf sheikdoms. For some time, at least', politi¬ 
cized citizens were a missing ingredient in these societies. 
Bribed into accepting traditional rule, these societies did not 
go through the tumultuous experiences of the Levant ami 
North African Arab states. This is changing now. but politi¬ 
cal parties ore still too far way from emerging. 

But if dialogue is better than entrenchment and isolation, 
then one has to applaud the Amman meeting, and in particu¬ 
lar foe initiative of the Mustaqbai Pony of Jordan. Solidarity 
and common action is the slogan of the conference. How 
close are Arab political parties today from achieving that 
romantic goal is hard to say. 
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Our Say 


Israel’s act of war 

PRESIDENT CLINTON has criticized Israel’s recent decision to expand Jewish set¬ 
tlements in the Occupied Territories and described the settlements as an “obstacle to 
peace.” And in an unprecedented move, the former US secretaries of state have 
signed a letter lambasting the Likud-led government for its settlements’ policies and 
warned that it could endanger the peace process. In Israel itself 40 Knesset members 
have signed a petition calling for the resignation of Prime Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu. 

Israel's relations with Jordan are at their lowest since the two countries signed a 
peace treaty and Jordan’s minister of information tells the Israeli leaders that their 
settlements policies is a threat to the stability of Jordan. 

Other Arab countries who began a process of normalizing relations with Israel an¬ 
nounce a halt unless the Israelis honor the terms of their agreement with the Pales¬ 
tinians. 

Yet the Israeli leader and his government continue to defy international appeals 
and are taking the region and the peace process into a dead end. 

The issue of settlements cannot be ignored or moved back to a future date. Terri¬ 
tory is the crux of the .Arab-Israeli and Palestinian-Israeli conflict Without land to 
negotiate over, there would no foundation for real and genuine peace. Israeli actions 
are a breach of the very- idea that brought Arabs and Israelis together in Madrid. 
Every step taken to fatten an existing settlement, or build a new one, separates the 
negotiators further from their goal; which is peace. 

Without an agreement to honor, the region will be sucked back into a cycle of vio¬ 
lence and counter-violence. Today, it is the extremists on both sides of the divide 
who are assuming control. And those who believed in the possibility of peace be¬ 
tween Arabs and Israelis are shying away from their dream. That is the crime that 
Mr Netanyahu has committed and that is why we say that the peace process is in 
peril. 

We say this as Israel's Foreign Minister arrives in Amman for a short working 
visit. We say this because we no longer believe that he should be telling us, and the 
world, that Israel is still committed to peace and to working with the Palestinians. 
Israeli actions negate every word and every comma in the agreements that were ne¬ 
gotiated over the years between the two sides. 

Mr Levy should go back to Israel with a.clear message: Jordanians, as all the Ar¬ 
abs. no longer believe that peace is the goal of the Israeli government. On the con¬ 
trary, Israeli actions in the Occupied Territories, in Jerusalem and in the Golan, are 
acts of war and aggression. Mr Levy should return with a message to his leader that 
Israeli actions are driving the region towards an inevitable confrontation. Mr Levy 
should understand that we can only view the Israeli policies as a conspiracy to liqui¬ 
date the Palestinians, their identity and their cause. This is not peace, and if we are 
to be driven into a comer then the region, and Israel, can expect a bleak nightmare 
to replace hope and stability. ■ 


Fighting a just cause 


To The Editor 


1 agree with Raif Najim’s arti¬ 
cle, the "Arab Nation: Looking 
for a Better Future." (The Star, 
5 December. 1996). 

I'm sure you know that 
Americans have no control 
over "US" foreign policy. 
They are forced to pay taxes, 
support corruption, or go to 
jail. 1 hope that Arabs take this 
into mind. I've heard a lot of 
Americans know what is hap¬ 
pening in the Middle East, and 
sympathize with Arabs, even 
Mr Sadaam Hussein. They un¬ 
derstand the history of WWI, 
and WWII. 

They understand who Law¬ 
rence of Arabia was, and what 
Rothschild and Britain did to 
the Middle East, and to the 
world. Rothschild and other 


wealthy Jewish financiers fi¬ 
nanced communism, and put 
the white Russian people under 
Soviet Totalitarianism. 

Then the “West” under 
Franklin D. Roosevelt betrayed 
Eastern Europe. (Hitler was 
against the One World Order 
and Communism and Zionism. 
Arabs must overcome the im¬ 
posed tyranny because it is still 
alive like a beasL The Bible 
scriptures in Revelation 17, 
etc., show that it will be over¬ 
come. But it must be done 
righteously. Remember Ghan- 
di and Ns tactics. 

Many Americans are una¬ 
ware of what the truth is. The 
media, textbooks, books sold, 
and politicians mislead them. 
Some politicians are aware of 
the truth, but mislead—they 
want only to be re-elected. 


Other politicians are afraid. 
Some Christian pastors are mis¬ 
led also, who then mislead their 
flocks. 

George Bush is a war crimi¬ 
nal, but God will judge him. 
Arab nations can put their dif¬ 
ferences aside and unite. "Di¬ 
vide and conquer” is what 
keeps them from success. Ar¬ 
abs must put away their differ¬ 
ences and unite righteously to 
throw the old mandates off. im¬ 
posed in WWI and WWII. 

Keep bringing your case per¬ 
sistently to Mr Clinton, the 
press (CNN) and C-Span, all 
newspapers, the internet, and 
sympathetic Jews. Do not give 
up. Ghandi pressed on and 
won. 

James Short 
<jinxv£tidepool.com> 


The 


Star 


cYl ffj Jonian's pofitkal, economic 
' and cultural woo fcty 

An independent political, economic and cultural weekly, published every Thursday in 
Amman by Media Services International (Info-Media). 

Editorial & Advertising: Telephones 652-380, 645-380, Fax 648-298, 

P.O. Box 9313, Postal Code 11191 Amman - Jordan, email: Star@arabia.com 
http^/ywwMrabia. com/star 

Publisher & Editor-in-Chief 
Osama El-Sherif 
Managing Editor 
Dr Marwan Al Asntar 
Editorial Team 

Raed Al Abed (Home News Editor), Ilham Sadeq (Economic Editor), 
Olivier Bras (French Editor). 2*id Nasser (Technology Editor), 
Munther Hamdan (Features Editor) 

Management & Production 

Mahmoud Fares (General Administration), Qurban Hussain (Production), 
Ali Nimer (A ccountant), Zaki Qurban (Layout), Fouad Jbour (Archive) 

The Star is serviced by LA Times- Washington Post News Service, Cartoonews International 
(Lurie cartoons), PANOS, The WoridPaper, Editors Press Service, STILLS and by 
correspondents in the United States and South Asia. 

Member of The International Advertising Association 

Subscriptions: (annual) Jordan JD 20, Arab countries US$ 100, W. Europe USS 200, 

USA & Canada USS 200. 

Letters to the editor: Will be edited for brevity, must contain name and address of sender. 


Facing the challenge 
of Jordanian youth 


By Dr Musa Shteiwi 

IN SPITE of the fact that Jorda¬ 
nian youth constitute a signifi¬ 
cant number of the population, 
it can be argued that they are 
the most neglected segment. In¬ 
deed. they have received little 
attention from society. 

The demographic, economic, 
and social transformation that 
Jordan has experienced in the 
last two decades created a gen¬ 
eration of youth that suffers 
from value disorientation, 
blurred identity, and alienation. 
Societal institutions, the state, 
educational system, the family 
and others have been unable to 
capture the hearts of our youth, 
have failed to create a coherent 
identity for them, and have 
failed to provide them with 
meaningful and achievable 
goals. 

At the political level, the 
youth are excluded from partic¬ 


ipating or influencing the polit¬ 
ical process. They' fee! that 
they are unable to control or in¬ 
fluence the events or decisions 
shaping their fiirure. Most are 
apathetic and passive towards 
public issues. Furthermore, 
they lack a political orientation 
to guide them. 

Both the state and political 
parties alike failed to address 
the needs and issues of the 
youth and consequently to at¬ 
tract and mobilize them. 

The quality of education ihai 
university graduates are receiv¬ 
ing is gening worse. Universi¬ 
ties are crowded with largely 
unmotivated students, unmoti¬ 
vated professors, and in many 
cases outdared curriculums. 

The societal pressure on 
young men and women to re¬ 
ceive' education and the quest 
for quantity is more damaging 
to youths even more so than we 
are willing to acknowledge. 



Furthermore, the problem of 
education is compounded with 
the scarcity of jobs in the labor 
marker. Youth and educated 
unemployment is on the rise. 
Some of them will go through 
life without getting a job. Edu¬ 
cation for youth might be turn¬ 
ing into a punishment rather 
than a reward. This leaves 
youth with Hole money, knowl¬ 
edge and power to explore their 
potential. 

Most critically, young people 
suffer from what can be called 
value disorientation. This is oc¬ 
curring mainly because the 
country is in the middle of a 
transitional period. We have 
one foot in modernity and the 
other in tradition. The implica¬ 
tions of this for youth are that 
many of the prevalent tradition¬ 
al values are no longer able to 
fit their way of life, aspirations 
and actual needs. The values, 
goals, and beliefs that are high¬ 
ly appreciated are no 
longer those of the 
young generation and 
are assigned low re¬ 
ward value by young 
people. 

Therefore, youths 
are somewhat isolated 
from the general cultu¬ 
ral goals of society in¬ 
dicating a possibility 
of an actual genera¬ 
tional gap between 
adults and youth. The 
problematic position 
of youth in our society 
today involves a con¬ 
ception of discontinui¬ 
ty between the value 
systems of adults and 
youth. 

What we are wit- 


Alienation among youth should be the object of much research in 
our academic institutions 


nessing and refusing 
to acknowledge might 


be the emergence of a youth 
subculture where the young are 
socialized into and committed 
to a set of values, standards, ex-: 
pec la Lions and behavioral pat¬ 
terns that are distinguishable 
from those of “adult society" 
and it implies a fundamental 
rift between the two-age cate¬ 
gories. 

This youth culture is not ac¬ 
cepted or comprehended by 
adults yet But it represents a 
more micro level response to 
the changing macro arrange¬ 
ments of our society', such as 
those from the relative prosper¬ 
ity of the 1970’s to the reces¬ 
sion of 1980’s and 1990’s. It 
also involves the erosion of tra¬ 
ditional communities, the im¬ 
pact of technological and or¬ 
ganizational changes at work, 
unemployment, the growth of 
mass consumption and mass 
entertainment, and rapid politi¬ 
cal changes. 

However, it must be men¬ 
tioned and understood that 
youths do not constitute a so¬ 
cially homogeneous group. 
They are divided along class 
lines, urban-rural and cultural 
lines. Therefore their response 
to these developments might 
vary accordingly. But what 
they probably have in common 
is that they are all alienated, 
and subjected to the large soci¬ 
ety. They also lack a coherent 
identity and sense of direction. 
All concerned should be seri¬ 
ously doing something about 
our youth before it is too late. ■ 

The author is a sociology 
professor at the University of 
Jordan, and starting from 
this issue will be a regular 
contributor to The Star. 


The year that was; 
the year to come 


By Carrie Nelle Move 

Star US Corespondent 

DECEMBER IS the month of 
reflection. The year that was is 
examined: the year to come de¬ 
mands commitments. This 
should be especially true for 
Clinton. While still in a cele¬ 
bratory mood—electoral victo¬ 
ry, holiday festivities, anticipa-’ 
tion of his second 
inauguration—the President 
should feel much more at ease 
with himself. He should show 
greater determination to launch 
new policies reflecting his own 
hopes and those of the younger 
generation, not those of former 
generations who were reared in 
hot and cold wars, whose think¬ 
ing was geared to confrontation 
and conquest rather than coop¬ 
eration and accommodation. He 
should indeed be the spirit of 
“the new world order.” 

His nomination of Madeleine 
Albright as Secretary of State is 
interesting. 

This position will influence 
to a great extent the course the 
United States will lake in its 
dealings with the world body in 
the next few years. It is too ear¬ 
ly and would be unfair to pre¬ 
judge Albright but we know 
from her position as US Am¬ 
bassador to the United Nations 
that she has a strong attachment 
to confrontations and coercion 
that is inappropriate in our 
present world. 

Clinton has a unique historic 
opportunity to pen a new page 
in US history highlighting 
America's role, not only as the 
sole remaining superpower, but 
also as a peacemaker and pro¬ 
moter of egalitarian democracy 
and development for all coun¬ 
tries. Clinton must direct Alb¬ 
right to channel her extraordi¬ 
nary talents along these lines. 

Clinton is fortunate to be the 
recipient of actions executed by 
his predecessors. 

He took office as the Soviet 
Empire was collapsing and the 
cold war ending. He took office 
as America's military prowess 
and global influence were at 
their peak following the “liber¬ 
ation” of Kuwait and the defeat 
of Saddam Hussein by a large 
coalition assembled and led 
with great skill and "friendly 
persuasion" engineered by the 
Bush administration. 

It is almost symbolic that 
Clinton, as the first President 
bom after World War IL should 
experience his initial term with¬ 
out the pressures and threats of 
the cold war. 

The symbolism may go as 
far os indicating that the new 
generation represented by Clin¬ 
ton was heralding a new chap¬ 
ter in modem history: The new 
world order to be nurtured and 
managed by the new genera¬ 
tion. World affairs, however, 
are too complex to allow sym¬ 
bolism to prevail. This past 


, year has been a typical exam¬ 
ple and a crucial milestone as 
well as a reminder that "busi¬ 
ness as usual” is a pipe dream. 

In the Middle East. Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu, elected Prime 
Minister of Israel unseating 
Clinton's strong favorite Shim¬ 
on Peres, literally turned the ta¬ 
bles on Clinton and Secretary 
of State Christopher. Both had 
thought peace in the Middle 
East was at hand, especially 
following the Oslo accords be¬ 
tween Israel and the Palestin¬ 
ians: Lhe lengthy, and promis¬ 
ing Israeli-Syrian/Lebanese 
negotiations in Washington: 
Lhe peace treaty (and subse¬ 
quent fanfare) between Jordan 
and Israel. 

Clinton's hopes for a special 
place in history as the ultimate 
broker of peace in the Middle 
East were crashed by Netanya¬ 
hu’s victory despite all the 
summitry with King Hussein. 
Peres, Rabin. Mubarak. Arafat, 
Assad, Fahd and others. Netan¬ 
yahu literally and skillfully 
snatched the initiative from 
Clinton, especially during his 
two successive visits to Wash¬ 
ington when, in from of the es¬ 
tablishment and world media, 
he behaved as master of cere¬ 
monies in the White House, 
relegating Clinton to the role of 
second fiddler. 

As this occurred during Clin¬ 
ton's reelection campaign, per¬ 
haps the President’s behavior 
can be excused But now will 
Clinton be willing—able?—to 
re-grasp the initiative and steer 
lhe Middle East back to the 
path of peace, away from the 
rumbles of hostility? Even 
peaceniks—EgypL Jordan, and 
other staunch US allies—have 
no more excuses for Clinton 
and Netanyahu when they face 
their home constituencies. 


When the Israelis committed 
the massacre in Qana, S. Leba¬ 
non, last April, killing 104 ci¬ 
vilians who had taken refuge in 
the “safe zone" of the UN forc¬ 
es. even Yasser Arafat Found 
excuses for the then Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres, in or¬ 
der not to endanger the peace 
process. Now Arafat can not 
even find an excuse for the tun¬ 
nel near the Al Aqsa mosqtib in 
Jerusalem. 

Washington and its Middle 
East allies are running out of 
credibility throughout the Arab 
nations and Islamic world be¬ 
cause of Netanyahu's actions 
and Clinton’s inaction. 

Here is the President’s new 
challenge in one of the most 
crucial regions of the world, 
both for western energy sup¬ 
plies and global peace. Time is 
evaporating: action is needed 
now. Reinvigorating the Mid¬ 
dle East peace process will help 
solve Washington's other prob¬ 
lems in the region as all are 
connected directly or indirectly 
to the Arab-lsraeij conflict 

What holds true for the Mid¬ 
dle East holds true elsewhere: 
defining new US objectives and 
strategies with allies and foes. 
The overwhelmingly pro- 
American policies of Western 
Europe, are giving way to skep¬ 
ticism. criticism and subtle 
confrontation over such issues 
as expanding NATO to the 
frontiers of Russia; trade/ 
embargoes/sanctions against 
some countries but not others 
with equally ghastly human 
rights records; the US role in 
the Balkans; the re-election of 
Butros Butros-Ghali as UN 
Secretary General. 

(Fourteen of 15 members of 
the Security Council, including 
the United Kingdom, voted for 
Butros-Ghali. The US refusal 


adamantly. America preaches 
democracy. Democracy in its 
basic elements is the will of the 
majority. Isn’t democracy the 
will of 14 against one? What 
will America gain from this sil¬ 
ly confrontation but earning a 
new accolade for the bullyish- 
Ugly American? The writer of 
this article is no admirer of Bo-- 
tios-Ghali. but has faith in the 
principle of democratic practice 
and international decency.) 

A new generation (Clinton 
and team) managing the new 
world order should adopt fresh 
outlooks toward inherited real 
or imagined issues. Other than 
to alienate allies like Canada, 
Western Europe and Latin 
America, what is the US gain¬ 
ing by continuing a boycott 
against Cuba? The only gain is 
silencing the vocal community 
of exiled Cubans in the States. 
Cuba certainly is no longer a 
threat to the US, so why persist 
with policies that were viable’ 
in 1960? Let time and biology 
restrain Castro and his aging 
comrades. If the US can live 
and cooperate with China and 
Vietnam, why not with Cuba? 

Clinton has other issues to 
address: partnership with the 
rest of Latin America; trade 
with the Asian tigers—notably 
Japan, the emerging power¬ 
houses of Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Korea and mainly China; ter¬ 
rorism; drugs; Africa with its 
escalating instability. Clinton 
has domestic problems of 
which we all are aware of. 
Most importantly, Clinton must 
lead a restoration of the spirit 
of America—America the just, 
the benevolent, the safe-haven, 
the righteous—the same spirit 
the founders hoped to create, a 
foretaste of paradise. ■ 
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'Here's to our diplomatic triumph Id Batftr 


Conspiracy 

theories 

ETHAN BRONNER of 
the Boston Globe, raised 
the conspiracy theories is¬ 
sue in die Middle East, 
when he said that he re¬ 
peatedly finds himself 
"sitting in living rooms 
and book-lined offices, 
listening to scholars . busi¬ 
nessmen or politicians 
weave surreal scenarios." 

Western foreign policy 
analysts, and Middle East 
watchers, are moving to 
incorporating conspiracy 
theories as part of their 
analysis of this region. 
Without such an ap¬ 
proach. western academ¬ 
ics believe that a great 
part of the rational would 
be missing, in seeking to 
understand the Near East¬ 
ern political philosophy.. 
Such incorporation could 
be useful if facts are dis¬ 
cerned from fiction when 
analyzing the prism of po¬ 
litical action. 

A point comes to mind 
when on 17 July 1990, 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein threatened force 
against Kuwait in one of 
his speeches. Don Kerr, 
of the International Insti¬ 
tute for Strategic Studies 
declared that “Arabic 
rhetoric is always color¬ 
ful. so it’s natural in the 
region for people to dis¬ 
count whai they are hear¬ 
ing.” Two weeks later, 
Kuwait was invaded by 
Iraq. 

The problem remains 
that conspiracies, real or 
imagined, can only pro¬ 
voke conspiratorial re¬ 
sponse, with total abstrac¬ 
tion from reality. The 
stigma of a conspiratorial- 
ly-minded Middle East 
often prejudiced good re¬ 
lations with the West, and 
handicapped cooperation 
among Arab and Muslim 
states. 

When the Iraqi media 
reported in 1992, that the 
US was forging Iraqi di¬ 
nars. no one believed the 
story * but American’ 
sources later confirmed 
that it was true. The sus¬ 
picion created by a web 
of lies, with some occa¬ 
sional truth gave way to 
distrust and disbelief to- . 
wards each other’s inten¬ 
tions. 

However, the exclusion 
of the conspiracy theory 
angle from western analy¬ 
sis, has also propounded 
the misconceptions about 
the Arab and Islamic 
worlds. To an extent, they 
are virtually viewed in 
terms of an ethnocentric 
European superiority do¬ 
main. This is a dangerous 
and negative since it rein¬ 
forces the patronizing 
western outlook to the 
Middle Eastern thought; if 
is the helplessness and de- - 
pendency engendered in 
conspiracy theories. We 
end up reflecting on our¬ 
selves, lamenting on our 
sad fate, and link our fu¬ 
ture to forces that are out-, 
side our region. 

Since we cannot do 
anything about our own 
destiny, then we must 
blame our ills and woes 
on other extra-territorial 
powers who cons tantl y 
conspire against us. Mi¬ 
chael field’s book. Inside 
the Arab World, stated 
that Arabs “most often 
turn to the West and say, 
in effect, we can do noth¬ 
ing, you have put us in 
this position, now you 
have to help us, the solu¬ 
tion is in your hands. Yet 
the Arabs themselves did 
little diplomatically to 
make western govern¬ 
ments and public opinion 
want to help them. The 
Arabs did not appreciate 
their own diplomatic and 
economic potential except 
in crude confrontational- 
terms. and overestimated 
the power of western gov¬ 
ernments to put pressure 
on a country like Israel 
without their electorates 
being fully behind the 
policy." 

In any case, western 
governments are mainly 
concerned with the unin¬ 
terrupted flow of oil, and 
guaranteeing the protec¬ 
tion of their markets and 
investments, while they 
have an “adroit" ethical 
and moral position re¬ 
garding the support - of 
Arab legitimate causes. 
Though at times they find 
it difficult to implement. 

If we are to rely on con¬ 
spiracy theories to formu¬ 
late Arab foreign policy, 
then might as well impose 
that on the western politi¬ 
cal analysts. ■ 
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Business 
scene 


■ The size of domestic 
revenues reached JD 
123-5 million over last 
August. About JD 73.4 
□zillion revenues were 
gyrated from taxes. 

. This is compared to JD 
109 million for last 
July. The government 
current expenditure 
totalled JD 101.9 mil¬ 
lion in August, and cap¬ 
ital expenditure was JD 
58.6 million. 

■ The number of hot 
cheques over the last 
nine months reached 
315,500 at JD 328.1 
million. This is com¬ 
pared to 440.900 
cheques JD 400,400 
million, in the previous 
year, the highest ever 
in Jordan, in Amman 
bounced cheques in 
September were 
543,000 at JD 85.3 mil¬ 
lion. In Irbid it was 
47,000 at JD 32.8 mil¬ 
lion. In Zarqa 40.000 at 
JD 30 million and in 
Aqaba there were 
11.000 hot cheques at 
JD 28.9 million. 

■ The latest survey on 
living standard in Jor¬ 
dan put unemployment 
rate at 17% this year. 
This is high compared 
to the estimated ratio of 
13%. The survey sam¬ 
pled more than 6000 
families. 

Poverty is still at its 
peak, as 22% of people 
have a monthly income 
of JD 120. and 8% of 
some families live on 
only JD '80. This 
implies that the poverty 
rates exceed 1/5 
inhabitants. 

However 8.3% of fami¬ 
lies have monthly 
income of JD 440, and 
only* 1.2% earn JD 800. 
The figures indicate that 
unemployment and pov¬ 
erty are not decreasing 
despite the higher eco¬ 
nomic growth rates. 

■ Hie Industrial Cities 
Corp.. is to cany out the 
full design for the desig¬ 
nated Karak Industrial 
area. The corporation 
bought 1856 dunums 
from the Karak Govem- 
orate to build the indus¬ 
trial city. The lenders 
were given to the Engi¬ 
neering Corner com¬ 
pany and Amman 
Bureau for Engineering 
Consultancy and City 
Planning. 

The agreement covers 
road design, and creat¬ 
ing infrastructural net¬ 
works for water, elec¬ 
tricity. sewerage, 
lighting. 3nd other ser¬ 
vices. Costs for the 
study and design are 
about JD 112,000. The 
project will be handled 
in stages. 


The Dead Sea 

A source of wealth at hand 


By Uliam Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

IT’S NOT coincidence, but his 
good luck, maybe ours. He 
sought to unravel the mysteries 
of die Dead Sea by providing 
solutions for mankind. The 
water of the Dead Sea is said 
to contain more than 400 ele¬ 
ments and compounds. “If 
these compounds are studied, 
analyzed and exploited care¬ 
fully then their results and ben¬ 
efits would be amazing." Dr 
Maher A1 Manasrah, a profes¬ 
sor at Amman Applied Engi¬ 
neering University tells The 
Star. 

“After graduation from a 
Russian university, with a city 
planning degree in 1991. I set 
upon a project to invent a new 
cement from the Dead Sea, he 
adds. “Such cement is a mate¬ 
rial produced by grinding and 
softening a material which is 
produced after burning, when 
the Dead Sea water is simply 
added. The results are revolu¬ 
tionary; a new kind of cement 
with distinct features that no 
other cement has." 

The manufactured and used 
cement today, die Portland 
cement is a one which needs 
high energy. It needs to be 
burnt and ground by a set of 


chemical compounds such as 
silicon, aluminium, ferrous and 
calcium oxides. The resulting 
Portland cement whose color 
is grey requires a complicated 
process to change into white 
cement and various colours. Dr 
A1 Manasrah adds. 

Therefore, it was necessary 
to create a special and new kind 
of cement, by using raw materi¬ 
als which differ completely in 
their components than others 
used in usual cement. 

Dr A1 Manasrah continues 
that his invention has proved 
its economic feasibility and car¬ 
ries within it a promising suc¬ 
cess for a better future. 

“My discovery is featured by 
a material characterized by its 
white color, high dynamism, 
and cheaper price." 

Dead Sea cement can be col¬ 
oured with any organic or non- 
organic dyes, without having 
any effect on greater breaking 
resistance. “So we can obtain a 
multicolor cement with a facile 
process, whereas in Portland 
cement a complicated process 
is required to change the grey 
color to white or others. This 
explains the high price of 
White Cement everywhere." 

Moreover, the energy needed 
to bum and crush four com¬ 
pounds which are used to pro¬ 


duce Portland Cement is about 
1450C. "However, with the 
Dead Sea Cement, the reduc¬ 
tion in energy consumption is 
less than half, leading to huge 
savings in production 
expenses." Dr AJ Manasrah 
stresses. 

This is because the new 
cement is produced by adding 
one material only to the Dead 
Sea water. 

In addition to this, there is 
the environmental factor. 
Industrial wastes have the 
greatest effect in the develop¬ 
ing process of industries. 

“Of course, any chemical ■ 
processes have damaging 
effects. There are oxides pins 
dust for instance. Bui there is 
an obvious difference between 
the damage caused by burning 
and crushing one material as it 
is the case with the new cement 
and the effect of burning and 
grinding four compounds, as it 
is the case with the Portland 
cement.” 

We can also measure the 
economic feasibility of the new 
cement by the cheaper costs of 
raw materials which are availa¬ 
ble in local sites and easily 
obtained and transported to the 
factories. Dr A1 Manasrah 
adds. 

The new cement can be used 


for manufacturing floors rtf 
chemical factories and labora¬ 
tories which are exposed to 
chemicals and adds that cause 
corrosion to the floor surface 
which is presently made of 
Portland cemenL 

It can be easily used in dairy 
plants, potassium and pbos- ■ 
phate factories. 

The surface of the new ce¬ 
ment Is soft and smooth, with¬ 
out deforming or porous bub¬ 
bles. It has a unique capacity to 
be cast in molds with different 
shapes and dimensi ons. 

This invention can have far- 
reaching consequences to the 
Dead Sea. The salt density of 
the sea have proved an obstacle 
for the construction of build¬ 
ings along the coasts of the 
Dead Sea However, by adopt¬ 
ing A1 Manasrah's method this 
can be overcome. 

The new cement is not 
restricted to the Dead Sea 
water only. “I am proud that 
my invention is featured by. 
some specifications, die most 
important of which is its resis¬ 
tance to the Dead Sea salts, but 
I am ready to develop this 
material through treatment 
with any sea water around the 
world, and I have concluded 
some studies leading to posi¬ 
tive results with German 



companies. 

However, Dr A1 Manasrah 
is having difficulty in finding 
financial backers. The inven¬ 
tion still requires extensive 
research through laboratories, 
technical equipments and fea¬ 
sibility studies. But these diffi¬ 
culties are still for the medium 
term. 

What is now required is for 
the invention to be registered 
either locally or internation¬ 
ally, so that it can be protected 
by law. His invention has 
already a Jordanian patent 
from the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade. ■ 
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Royal Jordanian 

Change through active involvement 


AMMAN (Star)—Under the 
slogan of “Reflecting the 
Change,” Mr Nader Al Tha- 
habi, the chief executive officer 
of Royal Jordanian, addressed 
the 33rd Annual Marketing and 
Sales Conference last Monday 
at the Marriot Hotel. He said 
that the conference is held “at 
the threshold of major changes 
that would enable us to adapt to 
the ever changing environment 
of our industry 

Al Thahabi said that a num¬ 
ber of events have negatively 
influenced the performance of 
RJ. “...The explosions in Tei 
Aviv and Ashkelon. followed 
by the South Lebanon heavy 
bombings, the Israeli elections 
and subsequent changes in the 
political mood. These cvernc 
were followed by missiles 
strikes on southern Iraq, the 
disturbances in the southern 
part of Jordan and the opening 
of the tunnel in Jerusalem. 
Thanks to the progress in infor¬ 
mation technology and the 
wide-spread media influence of 
reporting these events resulted 
in the cancellation of business, 
holiday and religious trips to 
our region- M he added. 

The privatization process 
and the adoption of the market 
policies makes it imperative for 
RJ to face up to the competition 
in a market economy. 

Al Thahabi highlighted the 
main elements of the Royal Jor¬ 
danian plan for 1997. He said 


that “we have 
planned our aircraft 
to fly 3.1 percent 
more hours than in 
1996. Total capac¬ 
ity is to increase by 
3.9 percent by 1997 
over 1996 includ¬ 
ing new routes and 
the additional fre¬ 
quencies. The pro¬ 
jected seat factor 
will be kept at 
about 70.7 percent 
and load factor at 
about 60 percent 
This is a growth of 
11.7 percent in 
passenger traffic 
target and 10.9 per¬ 
cent in excess bag¬ 
gage, 11 3 percent 
in cargo and 10.2 
percent in mail." 

Regarding . /T . . .. 

changes in the M Thahabi 
fleet Al Thahabi 
said that “we will continue to 
operate the L1011-500 at least 
for the next three years. ‘This 
does not mean that the intro¬ 
duction of new long haul air¬ 
craft is excluded, on the con¬ 
trary. with the open skies 
policy with the USA and the 
code share alliance with TWA 
we are working hard to intro¬ 
duce a new type of airplane 
either by the end of 1997 or 
early 1998.” 

He went on to say that the 
A310 will stay for years to 
come and “we are conducting 



serious studies to find out 
which is more economical on 
certain medium routes, the 
A310 or the A320. One very 
old 707 plane will be put out of 
service by March 1997. "This 
will either be replaced by a 
newer 707 like the remaining 
two airplanes or a wet leased 
cargo plane will be used as 
business dictates.” 

Al Thahabi reviewed the role 
the area managers play in 
improving the performance of 
RJ. Each area manager in the 
new plan must achieve his or 
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EC/Palestinian authority 
sign interim agreement 


AS A significant step in the Middle East 
peace process, the European Community 
(EC) initialled the Interim Agreement 
with the Palestinian National Authority 
which signals the recognition of Palestin¬ 
ian status as a full partner in the Euro- 
Mediterranean Partnership, launched in 
November 1995 at the Barcelona 
Conference. 

The Euro-Mediterranean Interim Asso¬ 
ciation Agreement on Trade and Co¬ 
operation, initialled by Nabil Sha’ath, 
Minister of Economic Development and 
P lanning on behalf of the Palestinian 
Authority, reinforces the message that the 
European Union sees the Palestinians as 
equal participants in the emerging Euro- 
Mediterranean space. It is similar to other 
association agreements signed with coun¬ 
tries In the Mediterranean region bat is 


adapted to take into consideration the 
PLO special status, providing a wide 
range of economic and financial co¬ 
operation under a programme of support 
to Palestinian industry. 

The agreement confirms the trade con¬ 
cessions which the EU has offered the Pal¬ 
estinians since 1986 and provides free 
trade within a transitional period of five 
years; 

In the field of agriculture, the agree¬ 
ment confirms existing arrangement 
between the two signatories and calls for a 
review of the agricultural conditions after 
two years. 

Both parties have agreed that the 
Interim Agreement will be reviewed once 
the targets set in the final states negotia¬ 
tions have been accomplished. ■ 


her area target during at least 
two years of his four-year post¬ 
ing. They must work to reduce 
the operating profits but “not at 
the expense of quality." The 
area manager will be given 
marketing tools needed to 
achieve their targets. 

The RJ, added Al Thahabi. 
has been striving to upgrade 
the quality of its services. This 
included the opening of the 
City Terminal as a convenient 
alternative and the introduction 
of the Advanced Boarding Pass 
service in local sales offices 
this year. “The inflight meals 
are offered with a greater 
variety of healthier and lighter 
style foods and meals incorpo¬ 
rating appropriate cultural 
themes." 

The Business Class is said lo 
be a major change introduced 
by RJ on the long haul routes 
to North America. Far East and 
Indian Subcontinent. 

A new Denied Boarding 


Compensation (DBQ system 
will be implemented as of the 
beginning of 1997. Accord¬ 
ingly, “passengers who are 
denied boarding will be offered 
monetary compensation which 
will consist of a Miscellaneous 
Charge Order (MCO) valid 
only on Royal Jordanian flights 
for a one-year period. The air¬ 
line will provide hotel accom¬ 
modation meals, transportation 
and the ability to send a mes¬ 
sage or a phone call to the 
country of destination in case 
no same day flight could be 
arranged." 

As to the safety measures 
adopted by RJ, Al Thahabi 
explained that the airline seeks 
to maintain the Safe Operations 
and high product standards. 
“Along with FAA and Bureau 
Veritas teams who regularly 
audit our engineering and 
maintenance facilities we have 
invited Boeing Safety team to 
audit most of our departments 
especially those directly related 
to safety." he said. This is in 
addition to the new safety 
board that has been formed 
recently. 

The use of latest information 
technology to link the offices 
of the RJ was discussed. Al 
Thahabi said that “this will not 
only connect us to the rest of 
the world but will also dramati¬ 
cally lower our existing high 
Sita costs." 

During the conference Mr 
Majdi Safari, die vice president 
commercial said that the 
change the RJ is seeking can 
only be realized by persever¬ 
ance, innovation and active 
involvement. “We are today 
more convinced than ever 
before of the need to balance 
the geographical sources of 
revenue and to avoid over- 
reliance on particular markets." 
he added. ■ 


WTO first conference ends in dispute 
between north and South 

AMIDST EFFORTS towards global trade liberalization, of¬ 
ficials from 128 countries in the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) met in Singapore last week. Representatives ot 30 
states who are awaiting membership also attended. 

. Such a huge gathering between the developed and the de¬ 
veloping countries—the north and south—is an achieve¬ 
ment that may provide a solution to the inequitable relation 
between those regions of the world. 

European Union Commissioner Sir Leon Briton said later 
teat the final agreement reached is a major success that 
pushes forward the WTO idea. 

Economic experts said that the agreement on data tech¬ 
nology will cancel all customs tariffs in world markets and 
give a sound backing to the data technology industry, partic¬ 
ularly in Asia. Consequently it will reduce tee price of elcc- 
tronicaliy-based consumer goods. 

The agreement also renewed the oiganizatiun’s full sup¬ 
port for about 48 countries that are world's poorest. 

The United States* demanded the endorsement of the 
agreement on data technology. It wants full tariffs exemp¬ 
tion for computers and telecommunications by the year 
2000. The universal trade volume is estimated at Si trillion 
and her stake is more than 50 percent. The agreement’s ap¬ 
proval gives the US an opportunity to enter world markets. 

But such a stance caused differences between the US. 
ranaHa and Japan on one hand and the European Union and 
other countries on the other. 

The liberalization of trade and services will increase the 
size of international trade and How of investments, it will 
create global economic growth, says Mr Ali Ahul Ragheb. 
minister of trade and industry. 

The implementation of the goals of the WTO is expected 
to benefit developing countries by providing opportunities 
from tee globalization of the economy. Abul Ragheh point¬ 
ed out in his speech at the ministerial conference. 

Jordan achieved positive results from its economic re¬ 
form program towards a comprehensive and balanced 
growth. Jordan is expected to become full member of tec 
WTO by next year. 

But tee US seems to be playing power politics in tee re¬ 
gion. It is currently opposing Saudi Arabian membership in 
the WTO. it states that the Saudis must first of all normalize 
relations with Israel before they can be admitted into the or¬ 
ganization. ■ 


Spareparts center opens 
for Saab and Lancia 
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A^CENTER for Saab and Lancia auto spare parts was opened re¬ 
cently at Bayader Wadi Al Seir, tee industrial city, close to Natural 
Resources Authority. 

Under the patronage of tee Minister of Commerce and Industry. 
Mr Ali Abul Ragheb. tee center was opened by tec Assistant Sec¬ 
retary General of the ministry. Dr Mohammed Bani Hani. 

It includes a huge expo hall.displaying modern and various 
models of Swedish Saab can and Italian Lancia cars and their 
spare parts. It is equipped with advanced technical and electronic 
devices. 

This center is one of the biggest services centers in the Middle 
East. Repair and maintenance is guaranteed for all types of Saab 
and Lancia cars in Jordan in a fast and facile process at the Center. 

The Center is supplied with a hall provided with entertainment 
facilities. 

A press conference was held at the Marriott Hotel with tee pres¬ 
ence of Mr Mousa Sukligian. tee general director of Saab cars, Mr 
Lenart Swinson, the regional director for Saab in the Middle East. 
Mr Mario Tomimbi, the regional director for Lancia cars in the 
Middle East, Mr Khaled Al-Masri. tee sales director for Lancia 
’ cars and Mr Ahmed Karajah, tee sales director for Saab cars. ■ 


Boeing-McDonnell merger 
makes competition tougher 
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By John-Thor Dahlburg 

IA Times- Washington Post 
Nevis Sen'ice . 

PARIS—A month after pop¬ 
ping champagne corks to toast 
a mega-deal with an American 
airline. Airbus Industrie, tee 
world's No. 2 builder of civil¬ 
ian airliners, suddenly finds tee 
skies over the United States a 
little less friendly. 

The proposed merger 
announced last Sunday by two 
of its US rivals. Boeing and 
McDonnell Douglas, seems 
certain to create a gigantic, 
multitalented competitor that 
the Europe-based Airbus may 
find tough to go head-to-head 
against. 

Uniting Boeing, already the 
world's leading aircraft manu¬ 
facturer. with McDonnell 
Douglas will give it 200.000 
employees, or five times as 
many os Airbus, and make it 
the world’s largest aviation and 
aerospace company by far. 

Industry analysts said it is 
likely that Airbus, which had 
been talking about reforming 
its organizational structure and 
widening its product line to 
compete with tee Boeing 747. 
would be forced to react 
quickly to avoid being 
swamped by the mammoth new 
American company. 


On the merger itself. Airbus 
had no official comment. 
Spokeswoman Barbara Kracbt 
called Boeing’s $13.3 billion 
offer for McDonnell Douglas, 
which has yet to be approved 
by US antitrust regulators, 
“something happening between 
two American companies." 

In the quarter-century since 
its creation, the four-nation ■ 
European consortium —now 
looking like an Old World 
David challenging the Ameri¬ 
can aerospace Goliath —has 
managed to carve out a 30 per¬ 
cent share of the world's air¬ 
liner market. 

At the beginning. Airbus had 
a single product to sell, the A- 
300. but it expanded to offer 
seven aircraft types. 

The one-time upstart became 
such a potent commercial force 
that during the first nine 
months of this year Airbus sold 
2S5 jetliners to Boeing’s 316 
and McDonnell Douglas’ 25. 

Last month. Airbus officials 
raised their glasses to toast a 
firm order from USAir to buy 
120 single-aisle airliners, a 
deal worth about $5 billion, 
with options on 280 more air¬ 
craft The French media enthu¬ 
siastically reported the “his¬ 
toric order'’ from “a traditional 
Boeing client” 

Throughout the year, how¬ 
ever, there were repeated warn¬ 


ings from European aviation 
and government officials that 
Airbus had to change or risk 
being caught in tee jet wash of 
its competitors and the realities 
of an increasingly cutthroat 
market. 

In May, ministers from the 
four Airbus consortium coun¬ 
tries—France, Germany, Brit¬ 
ain and Spain— agreed on the 
need to “modernize" the com¬ 
pany, perhaps by privatizing it. 
and to develop a “super- 
jumbo" jet, to compete with the 
planned successor to the 
Boeing 747. 

“We have a common politi¬ 
cal interest in a competitive 
European aeronautics indus¬ 
try” said Norbert Lam men, 
coordinator for aviation in the 
German Economics Ministry. 

Critics of Airbus’ structure 
say it prevents it from being as 
competitive as the manufac¬ 
turer could be. Airbus was set 
up as an "economic interests 
group” by the European gov¬ 
ernments. with the major air¬ 
craft industries in tee four 
member countries pooling their 
talents while continuing to 
remain independent. Airbus 
itself is responsible for the 
final assembly, sales and 
service. 

The partners are allocated 
work in accordance with their 


share in Airbus: 37.9 percent 
each for Aerospatiale of France 
and Daimler-Benz Aerospace 
of Germany: 20 percent lor 
British Aerospace: and 4.2 per¬ 
cent for Casa of Spain. But 
opponents of this setup say it 
prevents Airbus from being as 
cost effective as it could be 
because tee principle or "fair 
return bars the consortium 
from contracting work out to 
cheaper suppliers. 

This fall. Airbus officials 
said they were planning to 
transform the consortium into a 
private company bv the end or 
I™ cento*?, and the Boeing- 
McDonnell merger seems cer¬ 
tain to intensify the pressures to 
do so. As a private company, 
proponents of the change say. 
Airbus could drive down costs 
and compete much more 
effectively. 

US officials and business 
leaders often charge that the 
company's success has come in 
part because of subsidies 
dished out by the European 
governments. Airbus officials 
retort that they are paying back 
government loans at the rate of 
more than $700 million a year 
and teat defense contracts 
awarded by the Pentagon are a 
form of state support to US 
rivals such as Boeing and 
McDonnell Douglas. M 
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Annan has spent life as 






international civil servant 


E 


Muhamed Sacirbey, Bosnia’s ambassador to the United Nations and a frequent harsh 
critic of UN peacekeepers in his country, pointedly singles out Amman for restoring 
what the Muslims regarded as fairness to UN operations there. Sacirbey said: “People 

trust him because he is honest. ” 


m. 


By John M. Goshko 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 


UNITED NATIONS—Kofi Annan of Ghana, 
chosen last Friday to be the next UN secretary 
general; has spent his adult life as an interna¬ 
tional civil servant, shuttling around the world 
in sensitive but largely anonymous tasks for 
the United Nations. 

The US-educated Annan. 5S. is well-liked 
by colleagues with whom he has labored for 
three decades in the UN system in such little- 
noticed areas as budget analysis and personnel 
management. His style represents a big change 
from that of the current secretary general. 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali, an imperious, high- 
profile Egyptian diplomat who could go 
months without talking to his key subordinates 
and who frequently treated the ambassadors of 
major powers condescendingly. 

When Annan and his wife, a Swedish jurist 
turned full-time artist, move into the UN sec¬ 
retary general’s impressive town house on 
Manhattan's posh Sutton Place, they will be 
moving from Roosevelt Island, a middle-class, 
largely rent-controlled housing project situ¬ 
ated on the East River. 

And many of his colleagues know Annan 
less for his work in the bureaucracy than for 
the years he spent as president of the United 
Nations International School, which his three 
children, now grown, attended when they were 
small. 

It is too early to tell how a longtime UN 
bureaucrat like Annan will meet the chal¬ 


lenges of guiding the world body into the 21st 
century. 

He must help to map the priorities that the 
United Nations will follow in the post-Cold 
War period, find ways of getting the organiza¬ 
tion through the worst financial crisis in its 
SI-year history and satisfy US demands for 
far-reaching reforms. 

It would be a tall order for someone with a 
far more distinctive record of success in diplo¬ 
macy or politics. Now. given Annan's relative 
anonymity, there are questions about whether, 
as a creature of the system, he will have the 
boldness and imagination to lead a restructur¬ 
ing that the United States and its supporters 
hope will involve cutting large numbers of 
employees and eliminating many traditional 
UN practices and activities. 

Yet. while even many experts in interna¬ 
tional affairs would have trouble recognizing 
his name, the soft-spoken Annan commands 
considerable respect among those who have 
seen him in action. • 

That has been especially true during the last 
three years when Annan held what has been at 
once the most vital and controversial job 
within the United Nations—head of peace¬ 
keeping activities in such trouble spots as 
Somalia and Bosnia. 

Annan became undersecretary general for 
peacekeeping in 1993 at a time when the Bos¬ 
nia operations had caused many conservative 
Republicans in Congress to become bitterly 
critical of Boutros-Ghali and his representa¬ 
tive in Bosnia. Asushi Akashi, for their 
alleged appeasement of Serb aggression 


against the Bosnian Muslims. So intense was 
their anger that it led the Clinton administra¬ 
tion to conclude that relations between Con¬ 
gress and the United Nations could be repaired 
only if the United Stales vetoed Boutros- 
Ghali's re-election. 

Nevertheless, by early this year, several 
Republican foreign policy strategists on Capi¬ 
tol Hill—among them aides to GOP presiden¬ 
tial candidate Robert J. Dole—were enthusias¬ 
tically saying that Annan, who personally 
went to Bosnia to take over from Akashi, 
would make a superb secretary general. 
Prompting their admiration was what they 
regarded as his even-handedness and skillful 
performance in guiding UN peacekeeping 
forces through the handoff last year to a 
NATO-led force. 

Here at the United Nations, where the US 
veto of Boutros-Ghali caused great resentment 
among the other members, the endorsement of 
American conservatives should have been the 
kiss of death for anyone aspiring to the secre¬ 
tary general’s office. But, when Annan was 
among four Africans who declared their candi¬ 
dacy last week, the universal perception of 
him as the “American candidate” did not stop 
him from sprinting into a lead. 

“He brings a certain style to things.’’ said a 
senior US diplomat, who declined to be identi¬ 
fied. in discussing why Annan is able to 
appeal with such ease and j>opularity to Amer¬ 
ican conservatives and Third World radicals. 
“He is respectful, he listens carefully, he is 
collegial, and he never loses sight of what is 
practical." 


Muhamed Sacirbey, 

Bosnia’s ambassador to 
the United Nations and 
a frequent harsh critic 
of UN peacekeepers in 
his country, pointedly 
singles out Amman for 
restoring what the Mus- 
liras regarded as fair- 
ness to UN operations 

there. Sacirbey said: as*’ ,! 

“People trust him 

because he is honest” I» •' 

Others rite Arman's 

sense of humor. During ’3 

the maneuvering that % 

preceded his election, 

France raised questions iw$! 

about whether he 

s peaks Frenc h. Annan ’ s ^ 

colleagues say that 

when asked him about 

it, Annan replied in lilting West African tones. 

“1 now speak English with a French accent” 

Born into a family of traditional tribal 
chiefs, he began his education in Ghana and. 
with the aid of a Ford Foundation grant, left 
home in 1939 to study at Macalester College 
in St. Paul. Minn. , where he earned a bache¬ 
lor's degree in economics. He later studied at 
the Insutut Universitaire de Haute Etudes 
Internationales in Geneva and at the Massa¬ 
chusetts Institute of Technology, which 
awarded him a master's degree in 
management. 

Annan entered the UN system in 1959 by 



joining the World Health Organization. In the 
1970s. he returned home for two years to head 
Ghana’s tourism development board. But the 
rest of his adult life has been spent with the 
United Nations and its affiliated agencies, 
either here in New York or in its outposts in 
Addis Ababa. Cairo, Ismalia and Geneva. 

Annan's wife, Nane Lagergren,. is the 
daughter of a noted international jurist and the 
niece of Raoul Wallenberg, the Swedish diplo¬ 
mat who rescued thousands of Hungarian Jews 
from the Nazis before disappearing into what 
is believed to have been Soviet imprisonment 
and death at the end of World War 11. M 


Literati live paper-thin existence in Hussein’s Iraq 


Now Iraq is a gray, sullen, isolated place of imposing monuments and vainglorious palaces, where a doctor’s monthly sal¬ 
ary is equal to the price of 30 eggs, where medical research has all but stopped and where photographers and painters can¬ 
not afford even the film or paint to pursue their art. 


By John Daniszewski 
LA Times - Washington Post 
News Service 


BAGHDAD—Sajeda Mousawi describes 
herself as a mother and a lover, someone 
who yearns through her poetry to cele¬ 
brate the sublime and beautiful miracle of 
everyday life. She abhors sadness and suf¬ 
fering and tries to banish it from her mind. 

Yet when she sat down to write her con¬ 
tribution for this year’s Arab poetry festi¬ 
val in Baghdad, her pen couldn't do that. 

Mousawi found herself dwelling instead 
on a tragedy—common enough in the sev¬ 
enth year of the world economic embargo 
against Saddam Hussein's Iraq. In her 
poem, a lover of literature is reduced to 
selling his library on the street in order to 
live. 

For a country that had long been con¬ 
sidered one of the most literate and cul¬ 
tured in the Middle East, her poem is a 
poignant emblem of the failed hopes and 
broken dreams of a generation of educated 
Iraqis. 

“I am a woman who has sold much of 
my gold, my earrings, my furniture, for 
medicine and food." said Mousawi. who 
has five daughters and whose monthly sal¬ 
ary as secretary of a cultural club con¬ 
nected to a state-run newspaper translates 
to $10. 'This embargo is destroying whole 
classes of our society” 

Much has been written about the hospi¬ 
tals without medicine and the children per¬ 
ishing of hunger here, but something else 
also is dying between the banks of the 
Tigris and Euphrates rivers: a cosmopoli¬ 
tan world of culture, art and intellect that 
had been one of the brightest lights of 
Arab society. 

There were doctors and scientists, poets 
and painters, teachers and students, who 
once traveled and entertained, shared 
witty conversation in Baghdad cafes, 
enjoyed good food and middle-class com¬ 
forts similar to those of Europe or the 
United States; they felt safely part of the 
larger world of intellectual discourse. 

Today they are trapped between a totali¬ 
tarian government and a world’s indigna¬ 
tion, pauperized by more than six years of 
economic embargo, feeling shunned and 
abandoned by counterparts abroad and 
humiliated to join the hordes in the mar- 
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ketplaces, where they shed a lifetime of 
accumulated possessions and they despair 
of what will happen when there is nothing 
left to pawn. 

They exist under the shadow of their 
leader, "his excellency, the victorious, the 
glorious President Saddam Hussein,” who 
is rarely seen but is an omniscient, domi¬ 


nating presence. He appears every night 
on television; his face graces the front of 
every newspaper, he smiles or glowers 
from portraits in front of every important 
building. 

When Hussein took power in 1979, 
their country, with the world's second- 


largest oil reserves. W3S_ flush with money 
from the boom '70s to spend on arts and 
r culture. Universities were built, world- 
. class teaching hospitals were established, 
and Iraq became a magnet for painters, 
poets and other artists from across the 
Arab world. 

Now Iraq is a gray, sullen, isolated place 
of imposing monuments and vainglorious 
palaces, where 3 doctor's monthly salary is 
equal to the price of 30 eggs, where medi¬ 
cal research has all but stopped and where 
photographers and painters cannot afford 
even die film or paint to pursue their an. 

But if Iraqis question the wisdom of 
their leadership, they do not do so in their 
literature or their art. They especially do 
not mock or criticize Hussein. 

In a report last week- the New York- 
based organization Human Rights Watch 
said that UN monitors started 1996 with 
16,100 unresolved cases of Iraqi “disap¬ 
pearances,” more than for any UN member 
state. Intellectuals have been the pride of 
the regime, but they are also among the 
chief targets of purges. 

So pervasive are the secret police, so 
common is informing even on one’s rela¬ 
tives. and so closely are Western visitors 
monitored, that in more than a dozen inter¬ 
views with Iraqis from the world of the 
intelligentsia, only one person took the 
risky step of revealing the slightest unhap¬ 
piness with the government 

The others did not stint on expressing 
despair at the country's decay but always 
were careful to voice it in anger at the 
West—particularly the United Stares—for 
maintaining the embargo that is ruining 
their country. . 

“I don’t want to indulge in politics.... I 
only wonder, why does America kill ray 
people?” journalist-poet Abdel Moneiro 
Hamancfi said, with evident sincerity, in a 
typical refrain. Last week UN Secretary- 
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali eased the 
sanctions slightly, giving the go-ahead for 
Iraq to resume oil exports to buy food and 
medicine for its people. 

Rather than try to work in the crumbling 
shells of their institutes or test the limits of 
their artistic license, many of Iraq’s most 
respected thinkers have fled, swelling the 
ranks of refugees in Jordan and elsewhere, 
free to work but pining for their old Bagh¬ 


dad haunts. 

“Some people found out that they don't 
have enough freedom to write and talk and 
express themselves, and I am one of 
those,” said Saad Bazzaz. former editor-in- 
chief of the state newspaper Al Jumhu- 
riyah. He fled Ocl 2. 1992, when he 
became convinced that he had been 
marked for death for having written a book 
critical of the Iraq's military conduct in the 
1991 Gulf War. 

Speaking of fellow intellectuals still 
inside Iraq. Bazzaz said they are forced to 
develop “double personalities”—a public 
persona that agrees and praises the govern¬ 
ment and a private (me that dissents but is 
almost never shown, and then only to the 
most trusted. It is a matter of survival, for 
which no one should blame them, he 
added. 

The government works hard at keeping 
up a pretense of normal intellectual life by 
sponsoring gatherings like the seven-day 
Al Mirbed poetry festival and bragging 
about how many countries attend. 
Although they wear the turtlenecks and 
berets dial might be expected among par¬ 
ticipants at such an event. Deputy Prime 
Minister Tank Aziz wore his black beret 
atop a military uniform with gold epaulets 
to open the festival—which. like every 
other public gathering in Iraq, was used as 
a forum to denounce “the siege” 

“We are not exterminated,” Aziz 
declared, standing in front of a sepia-toned 
picture of a young Hussein. ‘Those who 
wanted us dead find us alive. Those who 
wanted us silent find us free to speak. ... 
Your attendance in Baghdad proves that 
the nation’s pulse beats on” 


It is true that poets have not stopp ed 
writing, but the subjects have changed- : • 

“I turned away from poetry about love 
and started to write about hunger." said' 
journalist-poet Abdel Moneim Hamaadi, a 
42-year-old admirer of Walt Whitman and . 
T.S. Eliot. “We write about the lack of 
medicine and die spreading of collective .. 
death. How else can a poet feel. when^. 
faced with such suffering?” 

A magazine columnist. Hassan al Annii? 
wrote about bow pure weariness ant&- 
depression had sapped his creativity. "My..-' 
fingers have stiffened and my language •- 
becomes weak." 

In addition to his regular writing, be / 
explained, T am obliged to take time out 
of my sleeping hours to be pan of the - 
queue of sellers on the side of the street: 
selling cigarettes." 

Before the Gulf War, the state publish-* - 
ing house would issue 1,200 books a year; 
now the number is 40. Daily newspaper 
circulation used to be 850,000: now it is: . 
90,000. There used to be 65 periodicals; / 
now there are fewer than a dozen, acconfcvi. 
ing to Information Minister Hamid Youi- 
sef Hammadi. Iraq's intellectuals, unlike! 
those of Communist-era Poland or Czecho¬ 
slovakia or those in France in the late 
1960s, do not seem to dream of leading 
their people in revolt the unstated but 
widely understood intent of the West's 
squeeze on living conditions. 

“Even you could not do it,” said the one 
academic who would speak about such 
things, referring to widely reported 
attempts by the CIA to fund an anti- 
Hussein coup. “How are we supposed to 
get rid of him?”B 




Uday recuperates in 
hospital after attack 


Books a dear commodity 
in cash-strapped Iraq 


UDAY HUSSEIN, the eldest son 
of the Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, appeared on Iraqi televi¬ 
sion. Tuesday, for the first lime 
after an assassination attempt was 
made on his life. 

Laying in a hospital bed. he told 
Al Shabab television that he was 
feeling fine. 

Uday was visited by a Qatari 
envoy, who was identified as son 
of the Qatari Emir. Shiekh Hamad 
Ben Khalifa Al Thani. 

Diplomats said that Uday was in 
a serious but not critical condition. 
The attack on his life was made 
last Thursday. He immediately 
underwent several operations by 
Iraqi doctors who pulled out bul¬ 
lets from his chest, abdomen, 
shoulder and grenade shrapnel 
from his head ■ 



LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 


BAGHDAD—Iraq’s literati hawk their 
belongings and struggle to survive. El 
Saray Street, once a thriving district of 
book sellers and stationers, has become 
a symbol of the cultural decline. 

Each Friday, professors, writers, 
engineers and students can be found 
selling off their libraries on its side¬ 
walk, raising the inflation-depleted 
dinars necessary to supplement meager 
state salaries. A cornucopia of knowl¬ 
edge is shabbily arrayed on pallets or 
cloths lying on the sidewalk— 
hundreds of books, many in French 
and English; ranging from old text¬ 
books and encyclopedias to plays by 
Shakespeare, novels of Dickens and 
treatises on Western philosophy. The 
buyers are scarce; the only people who 


seem to have money in this society are 
those connected to the regime or the 
blade market. 

“People here consider their books 
just like their children. But whai can 
they do?” said Kadhun Talal. 51, a 
trader on his way to evaluate a library 
being sold from an elderly couple's 
home. 

“I stopped going to that street,” said 
Azhar Azawi, a translator and univer¬ 
sity professor. T can’t bear it for two 
reasons: I can’t bear to see people sell¬ 
ing their books, and I can’t stand to 
see the books that I myself cannot 
afford to buy” 

Samir Abu Ziad. a government 
worker, went one day to sell a favorite 
book of poems. 

.almost began to cry.” he recalled. 
T look my book and ran away.” ■ 
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What’s On 


Al-Qasar Hotel 

□ Dec 24.25 & 26. A Great 
XMAS Surprise—Enjoy 

xmas in an original oriental 
atmosphere. The decoration, 

Fairouz music, even buffet 
makes you And xmas in its 
original real Arabic theme. 

Cl New Year’s Eve at Oscars 
—Outstanding buffet and 
jive entertainment by the 
Gitono Band, Hadi Abdel- 
Hamid and his band. 



Cellar 

Cl Dec 24—Christmas dinner will be available with great 
entertainment. 

□ New Year’s Eve entertainment from DJ Stallion. Guano 
band, and Ilham Madfaie and a very rich seatej dinner. 


CHAMPIONS 


Cl Breakfast at Champions New all star buffet. All you can 
eat. Also open New Year's Day 

□ Season of the Champions—Book your office Christmas 
party at Champions and treat your staff to a three course 
lunch, party favors, and lots of fun. 

□ Dec 19—The Christmas Bash. 

Santa invite you to play howling holly games. Costumes a 
must. Free glass of egg bog. Party begins a: 10:30pm. 

Cl New Year Eve—Black tie and best outfits.. International 
buffet. Glass of bubblv to welcome 1997. 


FORTE GRAND 

Q Dec 1- Christmas Tree Lighting—Come join the staff at 
Forte Grand as they decorate and light the Christmas tree. 

Ci Dec 17 to the 27—Austrian 
Promotion. For (he first time 
Christmas carols will be per¬ 
formed by Austrian musicians 
flown in especially for the sea¬ 
son. The Austrian promotion will 
be made complete with food, 
schnapps, and beer during the 
festivities. 

□ Dec 20th—Schnapps and Beer 
Festival. As pan of the Austrian 
promotion, come and enjoy the 
festival. 

Q Dec 31—New Year’s Eve 
Extravaganza. A well-prepared 
Continued on page S 
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Arabesque Cafe of¬ 
fers golden cards 


Over the last two years, Arabesque Calc, which is one of the 
most reputable cafes in Amman, has distinguished itself olTer- 
ing its customers unrivalled top services. Such services, togeth¬ 
er with the Cafe’s unique location, have provided an extra 



charm to Arabesque. . . 

The owner of Arabesque Cafe, Mr Nasdr Khanfar, is in pur¬ 
suit of new ideas to conclude the year 1996 by another success 
and strong existence in the memory of the Cafe’s customers. 

The Cafe’s staff has distributed cards Tor its permanent cus¬ 
tomers giving them a special discount in every visit to Ara¬ 
besque. . , . f 

The number of visits is registered in a special record tor 
Golden Arabesque card holders. Those will be rewarded at a 
special ceremony to be held by the end of this month at the 
Cafe’s premises in Sbmeisani, Amman. 

This whiter, Arahesque provides a warm Arabic atmos¬ 
phere, where customers can enjoy listening to genuine songs 
and soft music. Winter drinks are as usual on the menu. Al¬ 
ways seeking customers’ comfort. Arabesque offers them an 


indoor car park. ■ 
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Christmas in Amman 

An auspicious occasion 




ITS THE Season to be jolly, 
and signs of llte Christmas 
spim can be seen throughout 
Jordan. From the festive Christ¬ 
mas trees and gingerbread 
houses decorating hotel lobbies 
to the glimpses of Sunlit 
Clause, die festivities have 
begun. 

No matter what activities ure 
planned this Christmas, Jordan 
promises it will be one id be 
remembered. The aroma of 
fresh baked gingerbread cook¬ 
ies and the sounds of Christinas 
carols will delightfully bring in 
the new year. 

One of the unique features c»l 
Christmas in Jordan is that the 
birth of Jesus Christ is cele¬ 
brated on three different occa¬ 
sions. The different sectors of 
Christianity in Jordan celebrate 
it m their unique way. making 
the entire munih filled with joy¬ 
ous activities ;md festivities. 
On 24-25 December the west¬ 
ern style Christmas is cele¬ 
brated in Amman while u tradi¬ 
tional Middle Eastern 
Christmas is celebrated in outer 
villages 

During 6-7 January, the 
Greek Orthodox celebrate their 
Christmas with the community. 
On IB January, the Armenian 
community hold their ceremo¬ 
nies. As a result. Christmas in 
Jordan and the Palestinian 
region is an extended season 
that captures the whole 
community. 

At the .same time, the many 
different Christian communities 
add a different flavor to Christ¬ 
mas celebrations. Tie Ameri¬ 
can embassy share their tradi¬ 
tional way of celebrating with 


the Jordanian community. On 
15 December, they held an 
open reception .with Christmas 
treats followed by a concert 
from the Blues Moon Band. 
The French community also 
add titeir traditional Christmas 
cekrhmiions to the community 
hosting a number of acuviiie* 
to participate in the festivities 
The German community in Jor¬ 
dan started one of their tradi¬ 
tional rituals which includes 
lighting a candle tour weeks in 
advance and maintaining the 
count-down until the arrival of 

Chnsunav 

Another distinguishing fea¬ 
ture of a Joidanian Christmas 
is that it is near to die original 
place of die hiith of Christ— 
Bethlehem. This adds a histor¬ 
ical significance lo the celebra¬ 
tions m Jordan. Many Chris¬ 
tians in the community choose 
the uptiun of spending the spe¬ 
cial religious occasion ivliere 
Christmas originally stoned. A 
tour oi Bethlehem and Beit 
Sahoor make spending the holi¬ 
days in the Holy Land a monu¬ 
mental experience. 


In Amman, the Christmas 
celebration started in early 
December. Local shops host 
Santa Clause, and the bigger 
shops offer children the chance 
to have their photo taken. The 
sounds of Christmas carols 
sung by young students can be 
heard in the streets and in hotel 
lobbies. 

Many hotels ore organizing 
intricate and fun-filled Christ¬ 
mas programs, making sure that 
adults and children alike partici¬ 
pate in the many activities Get¬ 
ting into the spirit uf Christmas, 
Jordan's Inter Continental 
Hotel provided complimentary 
Gluhwem, hot chocolate, pud¬ 
ding. minced pies, and other 
goodies during (heir Christmas 
tree lighting ceremony Mean¬ 
while. stoning 18 December, 


KAN ZAMAN is dedicating 
this festive season to prepar¬ 
ing a joyful Christmas and 
New Year with special activi¬ 
ties that will keep everyone 
entertained during the holi¬ 
day season. 

On 13 December, Kan Za- 
man has set its Christmas 
Tree Lighting ceremony to 
feature a hand bell choir 
“The Kingdom Ringers,” a 
symphonic Christmas band 
and complimentary Ginger 
Cookies and seasonal bever¬ 
ages like S ah lab, A-Nar and 
Apple Cider. Everyone is, of 
course, invited to the village 
at 6:00 pm for a great start to 
the season’s activities. 

On 24 December, chefs at 
the village have planned for a 
delightful X-mas Eve Dinner 
lo celebrate the traditional 
evening at Sah tain Restau¬ 
rant. A delicious selection of 


Marriott hotel assures ali chil¬ 
dren that Santa is available to 
hear their Christmas lists and 
have their pictures taken. Espe¬ 
cially for adults. Forte Grand 
fad 'Austrian musicians flown 
in io provide traditional Christ¬ 
mas corals, with a full promo¬ 
tion of food, schnapps, and 
beer. 

Hotels are not the only ones 
providing options to spend the 
Christmas season in Amman. 
This year the Young Women's 
Christian Association (YWCA? 
have contributed to the spirit of 
Christmas. The YWCA has- 
also planned a Christmas 
3genda for the community, 
families, and friends. 

In preparation for the season. 
YWCA held a Christmas 
Sweets and Cake Bake Sale at 
the end of November. The bake 
sale was organized by the Stu¬ 
dent's Loon Committee and 
held in Mrs Daniel Khouri's 
home in Abdoun. Ail proceeds 
were donated to the fund for 
educational loans. In addition. 
YWCA's own Association 
Band presented their annual 
Classical Music Concert 
between 5-6 December. They 
performed popular Christmas 
carols at the Royal Cultural 
Center These activities served 
as an introduction to the many 
festivities to come. 

Perhaps one of the most spir¬ 
itual experiences of a Christ- 


Christmas specialities that in¬ 
clude a wide variety of salads, 
appetizers, as well as turkey, 
buttered vegetables and lamb 
and chicken specialities can 
be enjoyed with the live 
Christmas music of Nldal .41 
Jafari to entertain everyone 
through out the evening. 
These are just some of the 
treats awaiting everyone 
there! 

On 25 December, the vil¬ 
lage will be waiting for every¬ 
one for Kan Zaman’s tradi¬ 
tional family buffet X-Mas 
Day Lunch. Santa Clause will 
be handing out presents for 
the little ones, while Uve mu¬ 
sk by the Lyons band will en¬ 
tertain everyone through out 
lunch time. 

On 31 December, it will be 
the night that everyone is 
waiting for to celebrate the 
1977 New Year. Kan Zaman 


village celebrations. The magic 
of celebrating the birth so near 
the historical place of Bethle¬ 
hem odds to the overall beauty 
of the festivities. These tradi¬ 
tions have remained an intricate 
pan of Jordanian Christian vil¬ 
lages, and have remained 
unchanged for cemuries. In a 
traditional Jordanian Christ¬ 
mas. there is no Christmas trees 
and stockings. The spirituality 
of Christmas is emphasized in 
one of the rituals which entails 
visiting the graves of ancestors 


promises a great New Year's 
Eve party with lots of fun and 
features music by tbe Hawks 
Band with lead singer Lo’ay 
HisuriL A special four course 
seated gourmet dinner and 
raffle prizes await all guests 
at the village. 

Finally, start the New 
Year, 1 January, 1997, with 
an Ali Day Brunch til am- 


on the morning of Christmas. 
Members of the family present 
coffee and sweets at the grave, 
as a sign of respect and remem¬ 
brance of their forefathers. The 
ceremony is followed by fami¬ 
lies and friends exchanging vis¬ 
its and children receiving gifts. 

Throughout Jordan the many 
different options to celebrate 
the season promise a merry 
Christmas. Jordan offers a 
unique glimpse into one of the 
most celebrated holidays in the 
world. ■ 


5pm) with your family and 
friends. Hoi and cold bever¬ 
ages, pastries, omelets, salads, 
pastas, chicken and deserts, 
are only some of the items on 
the buffet for everyone to en¬ 
joy. At 4 pm the Grand Raf¬ 
fle drawing for the holiday 
season raffle tickets will take 
place. ■ 



WU*, you and your 
Worry Ckrislnu* & aJJappy Yjtu, 

S 5 Is. 


■J^an Zaman Xliltay* - fJtt: 736-449 


mas in Jordan is the traditional 

Season’s greetings from Kan Zaman village 


Radio /hack 

Authorized Distributor 685657 



Toys Shop 

Main Branch 
Gardens St. 

(Soon) 

AlahIi<vAbeld 


Sweirieh Branch 
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Combining art and craft at one place 



97 


By Munther Haradan 

Star Staff Writer 

THE ARTS and Crafts Center 
(Artisanal, established last 
year, is one of the distin¬ 
guished places in Jordan for 
presenting traditional handi¬ 
crafts ai their best. Its work is 
focused on reshaping the tradi¬ 
tional styles in a way to suit the 


modem needs. “As we keep up 
with modem requirements, we 
try to maintain the soul of tradi¬ 
tion in our handicrafts.” said 
Sharifa Hind Bint Nasser, 
director and founder of the 
center. 

At Artisana. one lives the 
experience of the past among a 
wide variety of carefully- 
designed hand-made wares. 



What’s On 

Continued from page 7 

sealed dinner and many raffle prizes are just the start of the 
night. Entertainment from renowned singers Mustafa Qamar 
and Waieed Tawfiq. 

Jerusalem International 

□ Children's Christmas Party 
- December 22, open for all 
children. 

□ Christmas Buffet - Decem¬ 
ber 25. lunch buffet. 

□ New Year's Eve at Al 
Khavma Bar - all inclusive 
dinner and entertainment 

□ New Year's Eve Bash - In 
the Royal Hall and Al- 
Andulus’Hall. Seated Dinner. 

Live entertainment with 
Jihan, the belly dancer and 
Lebanese singer Gina Moheb. 

JORDAN INTERCONTINENTAL 

□ Dec 15 - Christmas Tree Lighting. The ceremony will 
feature Christmas carols, a giant gingerbread house, and 

complimentary Giuhwein. 
hot chocolate, pudding, 
minced pies, and other 
goodies. 

Q Dec 15 - Santa's Coining 
to Town. Children can meet 
and take photographs with 
Santa between 4pm and 
5:30pm. 

□ Dec 18: Children’s Christ¬ 
mas Party. Santa Clause, a 
clown, and a magician cele¬ 
brate the season with the 
kids. 

□ Christmas Dinner at Okaz 
- Christmas Buche Glace and 
other treats await you. 

Q Christmas Eve Dinner at 
Mama Juanita - celebrate the Mexican way. 

□ Christmas Cart at Cafe Boulevard - With Irish coffee and 

Continued on page 9 


Christmas diamonds 
shine at Dallas Jewelry 


These range from weavings, 
cushions, and embroidery to 
pottery, ceramics and recreated 
museum pieces. This is in addi¬ 
tion to the hand blown glass 
and bedouin jewellery and 
more. 

Artisana, said Sharifa Nasser, 
is having a special collection for 
Christmas this year. To add to 
the festivity of the event, the 
_ center will invite peo¬ 
ple to enjoy hot tradi¬ 
tional Jordanian win¬ 
ter-drinks. This 
program will remain 
J until the end of the 
I year. 

In the words of the 
Sherifa. the objective 
of the center goes 
beyond mere profit. It 
seeks to establish a 
unique experience in 
riftfc 311 production. She 
If *0 added “that the 
designs of the handi¬ 
ly M crafts are decided 
M i gj, according to the needs 
of the audience." “It is 
not a gift shop 
because what we are 
doing is to convince 
people of tbe original¬ 
ity of the designs and 
make them appreciate 



our an." 

The growing interest in 
establishing handicraft centers 
can be seen as an interesting 
phenomenon nowadays. In 
Amman there are a large num¬ 
ber of centers of die same kind 
which work on the traditional 


Organza from 
Givenchi available 
in the market 



IN A press conference held by the 
Astra Corporation for Commercial 
Agencies. Mr Emad Tayah provided 




the audience with an 
attractive description 
of the new perfume 
Organza by 
Givenchi. 

It is a pri¬ 
vate collec¬ 
tion that 
combines 

more than one aro ma- This 
perfume carries the scents of 
gardenia mixed with genuine 
Sly. Added to its special 
charm is its affordability. 

The press conference was 
attended by Mr Francoise 
Janin and Mr Beqjot Rocur- 
rol from GivenchL They 
arrived in Amman especially 


to introduce organza to the Jordanian 
markets. 

Organza came on tbe market in 
France and some Middle East coon- 
tries last July. 

In Jordan, it is available at well- 
known pharmacies, cosmetics centres 
and at the Astra Corporation show in 
Garden’s Street (Bahjat Gardens). ■ 


SAVE Rent A Cat 



Special 

irices & Services 


Aqaba 314326 
Alcazar Hotel 318077 


Merry Ontetmas & Happii'New Year 


THE RECENTLY established Fine 
jewelry store in Shemisani at Al- 
Hamrah Building is a remarkable 
place to visit. There, you can glaze 
your eyes wiih Ihe wide varieties of 
diamonds rhat will cherish special 
moments and make them Iasi for 
ever. 

Mr Bashir Hashem will assist 
discerning ladies in choosing what 
is best for their taste. He says that 
each lady has her own touch in se¬ 
lecting the valuables which reflect 
her personality. The store includes 
a wide range of precious, semi¬ 
precious stones, birth stones as 
well as pearls, one stop at this ele¬ 
gantly decorated store will indeed 
make the difference in one’s life. 
One will experience what she has 
longed for to last forever. ■ 



Dallas Jewel 

Cherish your precious moments Ksj 
with your loved ones with a gift K|| 
—that would ever last.... Kj 


FINE JEWELRY 


* 

to see our new 
winter collection 
96/97 



Gerffi&n Fashion House 


Al - Jaber Shopping Center - Mecca Street 
Phone: 828163. 821656, 079 - 32125 


styles of handicrafts. This is in 
a way one aspect of preserva¬ 
tion of heritage yet this can not 
be far from commercialization. 

Our tradition abounds with 
artistic creations that can 
inspire the modem designers to 
produce what can serve as a 
cultural identity for the coun¬ 
try. Moreover, these centers 
can play a greater role in 
attracting tourists to the coun¬ 
try by presenting the essence 
of the tradition while keeping 
in mind tbe development that 
took place regarding 
handicrafts. 

“In Jordan we do not have 
handicraft designers per se who 
might have left an impact on 
this field of art," Nasser 
explained. There are general 
specifications that we follow in 
the process of creation but they 
do not come at the expense of 
the individual touch that distin¬ 
guishes the products of one 
center from the other, she 


added. 

The visitor of Jahal Amman 
area would notice that there are 
more than one handicraft center 
situated there. Asking Nasser on 
the reason, she said that these 
centers play a complementary 
role and not otherwise. “It is 
easier for shoppers and tourists, 
to visit one area embracing 
more than one handicraft 
center." 

In addition to her touch in the 
designs of the handicrafts. Nas¬ 
ser is an accomplished pauaer. 
in Jordan. Running currently al. 
the center is her new exhibition 
featuring images from the Jar-' 
danian desert. “The paintings 
depict engravings on the rods 
scattered all over tbe Jordanian 
desert and alphabets and human 
and animal pictures.*’ she said. 
“I try to give the feeling that 
lies behind these images which 
are simple but the background 
is important." ■ 



Wa/ic/w 


offers 

Christmas Logs & Christmas cakes 

Merry Christmas drfftappy 9{eui ( year 


Shemesani 

661322 


A bdo an 
828613 


o 

BOTH. 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 

JOUM 


STMAS EVE 


ckOGL 

RESTAURANT 
The traditional four course 
Christmas menu at Okaz 
definitely makes a hearty 
treat. 

pi5.000 ++ 


A four course Mexican 
Christmas menu is the 
only way to celebrate this 
season! 

PI5.000++ 1 


You can either sample the mouth-watering Indian food 
at Bukhara or enjoy the night away at El-Pasha 
Nightclub with our special four course 
p»Wl French & Arabic menu. A k 

jp *7-ooo+* ^ 



dSStin 


CHRISTMAS DAY 

Christmas Day wouldn't be the same 
without the traditional family JM 

brunch at The Grand Ballroom. 

Santa will be waiting for the family, L 
handing out stockings full vaA 

of goodies and gifts for kids. Jj|| 

Meanwhile the ll jjjf/, 

live music and raffle prizes 
will entertain you 
throughout our appetising 
Christmas Brunch Buffet. ^ 

From 12:00 pm to 5:00 pm. ■ 

JD 1 5. OOO ++ Children under 12 al half prur. 


m. 



J One world. One hotel *' 
Uniquely Inter-Continental 

F ° r r^ 8Crvatl0ns P lease call 641361 ext. 2? 
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Classic comeback 

Spotlight shines on tried-and-true toys 


By Jodi Duckett 

LA Tbruss-Washington Post 
News Service 

IT'S _ A refrain heard often at 
this time of the year. 

‘'They don't make toys like 
they used to." 

But they do, lots of them, 
and this is one holiday season 
you just ought notice. 

There's no Cabbage 
Patch doll, no Power 
Ranger action figure, no 
blockbuster toy at all to 
hog die attention. So the 
tried and true are getting 
their due. 

Some are calling it a 
classic comeback. 

But by virtue of. their 
definition, the c lassi cs 

never really went away. 

Take Unde Milton's 
Ant Farm, for instance. 

“We were always 
cool," said spokesman Caryl 
Svendsen, “but in the absence 
of these mega-branding prod¬ 
ucts. we shine a little more." 

The Ant Farm is celebrating 
its 40th birthday and the com¬ 
pany is actually bragging that 
the plastic habitat for watching 
live ants create their world is 
virtually the same as it was in 
1956. 

It's not the only one. Cele¬ 
brating its 30th anniversary 
with changes that have 
amounted to little more than an 
updated box 1 and spinner is 
Milton Bradley’s Twister. 

And, to mark the 40tb anni¬ 
versary of Yahtzee, Milton 
Bradley has released a com¬ 
memorative edition with foil- 
stamp packaging and a leather¬ 
like throwing tray with match¬ 
ing dice cup. It’s not much dif¬ 
ferent than Che original. 

Lincoln Logs- turned 80 this 
year, a good time for Playskool 
to remind parents that the sim¬ 
ple W2d West building sec was 
actually invented by John 
Lloyd Wright, son of architect 
. Frank Lloyd Wright The logs 
are still made of wood and a 
commemorative edition is 
available in the dark, rosewood 
color reminiscent of the origi¬ 
nal product. 

Also on the cusp of its own 
80th anniversary is Radio 
Flyer, the maker of the original 
little red wagon. 

The blockbuster movie ‘Toy 
Story,” with its cast of classics 
like Mr Potato Head and Etch 
A Sketch, is credited for help- - 
ing to remind people about the 
play value of some of die old ' 


standards. Some of the toys 
have special “Toy Story" 
editions. 

While many of the classic 
toys have been selling steadily 
fix' years, some are experienc¬ 
ing a resurgence in popularity. 

LikeGnmby. 

The first time anybody saw 
the flexible green clayboy was 


in 1956 on the Howdy Doody 
Show. He was a sensation, his 
happy-go-hicky, caring and 
honest personality appealing to 
both young and old. Today, 
he's a hit among a new genera¬ 
tion, inspired in part by the 
Crumby television show on 
Nickelodeon and Gumby 
movie on home video. 

To mark Gumby’s 40th 
birthday. Trendmakers has 
issued more than a dozen new 
products, inchidiflg play sets 
which are the first ever Gumby 
items advertised on television. 

Toy industry observers find 
nothing surprising about the 
continued interest in these 
classics. 

T think the thing that's 
really significant is that play 
and children haven’t changed,” 
said Christopher Byrne, editor 
of Market Focus: Toys 
magazine. 

“And with toys, unlike other 
things, your audience changes 
so quickly.” 

But what makes a toy a 
classic? 

“Staying power, land of a 
universal appeal that seems to 
transcend a specific time and 
place,” said Frank Reysen, edi¬ 
tor of Playthings magazine. 

“Another definition might be 
one that has marip. it through a 
generation if a parent is buying 
a toy that the parent played 
with," said David Berko, vice 
president for business develop¬ 
ment at Tyco Toys, whose clas¬ 
sic lines include Matchbox 
cars, Magna Doodle, the Magic 
8 Ball and Booby Trap game. 

' So if a classic toy is one that 
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MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 

Mere, comes the red season! 

Rugs *Cushions *Wallhangings 
*Weavings 

A variety of gift items, produced 
specially for this occasion is on display 
at the Bani HamMa House 

Jabal Amman, 1st circle. Rainbow sL 
Open daily firm 8d)0 till 5.-00 including 
Fridays & official holidays 
Tel: 658696/7 



Behai Bawatfi M 

Home of the finest 
Jordanian handicrafts ' \ 

Under the Patronage of H.R.HW 
| Princess Basma Bint Total v 

Beit A1 Bawadi 1 

cordially invites you to its M 

|“Seasons of Joy Exhibition” IT 

( Daily from 9z 00a.m. to 7:00pjn. >7^ 

Open on Fridays f. 7 

TeL818629/828070 \ V 


remains popular for a long 
time, what axe the ingredients 
dm create that longevity? 

“If we knew that answer, it 
would be very good. I don't 
think you can pinpoint it,” 
Berko said. “As with any suc¬ 
cessful toy, there has to be play 
value, it has to be fun." 

Noted Byrne: Tf you look at 
a classic, it is something 
that is generally not com¬ 
plete without the child. A 
woman who is a vice- 
president at Pressman 
games recently said, "The 
last thing we need is another 
game that you wind up, 
walk out of die room and 
say, ‘Did I win?’" 

One thing is certain, said 
Berko. 

"Nobody creates anything 
for a short fife. Everybody 
creates everything to be a 
blockbuster and then a 
classic." 

Many of the tried-and-true, 
however, go through periodic 
facelifts to keep them fresh. 

“They (manufacturers) 
update, but they also want to 
maintain the traditional appeal, 
while giving the appearance of 
newness,” Reysen said. 

Mattel's Barbie is a case 
study in that phenomenon. 

A top seller for all of its 37 


years. Barbie undergoes contin¬ 
uous reincarnation. This year, 
she's a Pet Doctor with a dog 
that arfs and a cat that meows, 
as well as a scuba diver who 
swims with her baby whale 
friend Keiko of “Free Willy” 
fame. 

The same goes for the Lego 
Toy Company, which has intro¬ 
duced 81 new products this 
year, comprising nearly half of 
its total line. Its new Wild West 
assortment, the company's sixth 
play theme, is one of the holi¬ 
day season's top sellers.' 

Tyco has been keeping its 
Sesame Street line of preschool 
toys as fresh as the classic tele¬ 
vision show. Its talking and 
giggling Tickle Me ... _ 

Elmo is one of the 
season’s hottest -K '.* 
toys. V 

Even Uncle Mil- ‘ ■{*’.. TCjL 
ton's Ant Farm 
knows the drilL The : .A 
company is offering • ' 4 -Baniii 
some new ant 
farms, such as the 
Ant Farm Village, !r. A'JBab y< 
which features a .r&Batmj 
colorful ant-sized ’♦■.Satan 
village square with 
shops, gazebo, cars ■ ‘8- Bean fr . _ 
ami trees. -r 9v Wll3 .West, 


oescontin- of recent years are those 
This year, designed for classic play, 
vith a dog K’nex, an award-winning 
iat meows, construction system. • has 
diver who become a staple among con- 
iby whale struct! on toys since it debuted at 
nee Willy” the nation's largest toy retailers 
in 1993. 

r the Lego Selling briskly is the year-old 
i has intro- Tea Bunnies line by Kidsview, 
ducts this children's tea party sets com- 
riy half of prised of tiny bunnies, bunny- 
Wild West sized tea cups, child-sized tea 
soy's sixth cups, saicers and miniature 
f the hoti- goodies. 

as.' “What's new about it? Really 

eeping its nothing," explained Byrne. Tt’s 
' preschool just a new iteration. It’s just a 
lassie tele- design. Tea sets are really just a 
firing and classic plaything." 

■y <besfcefterfrlis$& 

- LBarh^CMatteO '''*%£?& 

WarsfRasbrt) v. - - . 

-;3: Nintendo- 64 (Nintendo) .• x 
' 4-Baby,Go Bye Bye (Hasbro) - 

■ 

■ Beanie Babies (Ty> BttO 


Even some of the -- iManKM 
most popular toys 


To be fair all this daww over 
the classic does not mean 
there’s nothing new and excit¬ 
ing capturing youngsters’ imag¬ 
ination. Technology is hot and 
even the classics recognize how 
it can help expand their fives. 

For example, Hasbro’s new 
mnftirocdia division is creating 
a library of its classic games on 
CD-ROM Monopoly and 
Scrabble are die first. Mattel’s 
new interactive subsidiary, Mat¬ 
tel Media, has made a splash 
with the Barbie Fashion 
Designer, a CD-ROM that lets 
girls design and create Barbie 
clothes. Lego is jumping on the 
bandwagon; in April it will 
release its first CD-ROM game 
“Adventures on Lego Island.” 

Tyco’s “VideoCam,” a $100 
children's video camera, is sell¬ 
ing welL 

And that there’s the not-so- 
small matter of video games. 

Nintendo 64, which boasts 
the most advanced graphics 
and speed of any video game 
system on the market, is in 
short supply because of high 
demand. Industry observers say 
it is possible that its cost about 
$199 might cause some fami¬ 
lies to have less money to 
spend on ail other coys, includ¬ 
ing the classics. ■ 
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Thrust team comes to 
Forte Grand in March 


UNFORTUNATELY, THE weather halted the Thrust SSC Land 
Speed record attempt In 1996. Highly disappointed that they will 
have to wait until at least 2, March, 1997 for the A1 Jafr desert to 
dry again, Richard Noble promised Ammar Kana’an, General 
Manager of Fort Grand Amman that he wonl^ be bade to finish 

| the job. Despite 

,—- —,.Ij!!! , —_i setbacks with 

X \C!" ~ weather and 

fev” ’ 'Jt- f technical, prob- 

X lems with the 

IB ; '•*."% team remained 

‘‘l • jW r ' ■ highly optimis- 

^^ goal wonid be 
L small way this 

Highness 

^ •. .■ Jor danian 


Ip^J 



From left are Andy Green (Driver), Mark TitnbreU 
(Director of Sales & Marketing Forte Grand 
Amman j, Ammar Kana f an (General Manager Forte 
Grand Amman) and Richard Noble (Project loader 
of Thrust). 




What’s On 

Continued from page 8 

Christmas treats there is so much to choose from. 

□ Dec 25 - Christmas Day Branch - Sana will be waiting 
for the family, handing out gifts for the kids. Enjoy the buf¬ 
fet with live entertainment and many raffle prizes. 

Q New Year’s Eve Party - Legendary singer Sabah Fakhri 
and DJ alt night. Valuable prizes can be won all nighL 

□ New Year’s Eve at El-Pasha Club - live entertainment 
from the Blow-Up Band ami oriental belly dancer. 

KANZAMAN 

□ Dec 24 - Christmas Eve Dinner - At the Sahtain Restau¬ 
rant. a seasonal dinner will be served with five Christmas 
music from Nidal Al-Ja’afari. 

□ Dec 25 - Christmas Day Lunch - A Christmas lunch buf¬ 
fet with S anta Claus handing out presents to the children. 
Live music by the Lyons Band. 

□ New Year's Countdown Party - Music will be performed 
by the Hawks Band with their lead singer Loay Hisari. Great 
raffle prizes and a four course seated dinner. 

Q Jan 1 - New Year Family Brunch - An all day brunch 
from Ham to 5pm with a variety of dishes at the buffet. A 
grand raffle drawing will be held at 4pm. 

MARRIOTT 

□ Sweet Tidings We Bring - Marriott pastry shop offers gjn- 
gerbread cookies, Christmas puddings, Buche de Noel, and 
more. 

□ Dec 18 - Meet Santa - Starting Dec 18 Santa Claus will be 
available in the lobby to meet kids. 

Q Do You Hear What 1 Hear? - Come listen to local school 
children perform Christmas carols in the lobby. 

□ Share Your Christmas - Children are encouraged to bring 
candy in a self mode box on Dec 23 or 24. Santa will ride 
the Marriott truck on the 25 to give the gifts to local orphans 

□ Bonfire on Christinas Eve - Come relax in front of a warm 
fire as you sit cozily by candlelight, enjoying gingerbread 
cookies and a selection of mincemeat pies with Christmas 
carols in the background. 

□ Christmas Lunch Ballroom - Come and enjoy a special 
buffet especially catered for the season. 

New Year’s Eve Buffet - Al-Mansaf has a New Year's buf¬ 
fet prepared to bid farewell to the past year. 


SALUTE 

□ Casa Girelli - 
Italian Wine nighL 
Every Tuesday in 
December enjoy 
Cheese & Wine. 

□ Qossim 
Sabounji every 
Saturday night 
sponsored by 
Union Tobacco 
and Viceroy. 

□ Dec 31: New 
Years Eve Party 

«at Salute. When 
the clock strikes 
midnight. the 
place to celebrate 
will be Salute. 




Continued on page 10 


Merry Christmas &9{appy 5V ezuj'ear 

jmt mr 

Unisex Casual Wear 


CHRISTMAS At AMMAN BOOKSHOP 

Starts with breakfast on Friday 20th 
come and join us from 9:30-11:30 

Some Thoughtful Gift Ideas for Christmas 



tmmm 


natKmBqofc . 

mrash- dOis- -V- 


^SEJKE^fcSEHSIBIUTY: 

X-.VV-^ Pbofihqv en ^.. •. • • • 

In . \ 

*. . 

c,d; 



Calvin 



Jeans 


Amman Bookshop 

Jabal Amman - Insurance Building Tel: 644013 


WALKER & CO 
COLLECTION 
MILANO 


PIT JONESNEWYORK *||| 

RA’FAT CENTER — ABDOVN 
TEL: 858116 
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Alternative gifts aid 
global causes 


19 DECEMBER 1996 

Keeping it simple but elegant at 
Christmas Season 

The German Fashion 
House in Amman 


WHAT’S ON 

Continued from page9 

REGENCY PALACE 

_l Christmas at the Regency - Come enjoy the season with 
the Regency hotel. Live entertainment by singer Hiba Farah 
and belly dancer Nawai. 

□ New Year's Eve Party’ - Bring in the new year at the 
Regency. Live entertainment by singer Hanan Kfouri and 
belly dancer Nawai. 

VILLA D’ANGELO 

J Enjoy a healthy and fresh salad bar with Italian cuisine 
everyday except Fridays this Christmas season. 

□ Dec 31 - New Year's Party ai D'Angelo. Bring in the new 
year with superb cuisine and the excellent staff. 



By Inara Verzemnieks 

LATimes-Washington Post 
News Service 

WASHINGTON—This year. 
Greg and Kathy Knudson of 
BrookviHe, Md.. made some 
significant changes to their 
customary Christmas list, 
including for the first time 
items like medical relief for 
Rwandan orphans. Creole pigs 
for a family in Haiti, a night's 
shelter for a homeless person 
in the United States. 

Rather than giving the usual 
holiday presents to sisters, 
cousins, aunts and friends, the 
Knud so ns are donating money 
to special causes in their loved 
ones' names. 

They want to give gifts that 
are “more in spirit with the 
season." says Kathy Knudson. 
who works in an Army 
research unit. So she and her 
husband selected this year's 
presents from Alternative Gifts 
Internationa], a nonprofit 
organization that allows peo¬ 
ple to purchase shares in pro¬ 
grams, products and livestock 
that will benefit the needy in 
the United States and abroad. 

Concerned by what they 
perceive as increasing materi¬ 
alism and commercialism dur¬ 
ing the holiday season, some 
gift givers, like the Knudsons. 
are giving to socially con¬ 
scious (and tax-deductible) 
causes in the names of their 
relatives and acquaintances. 
From funding dental exams for 
Cambodian children to supply¬ 
ing goats to families in 
Mozambique, they are looking 
for ways to contain Christmas 
excess and increase the quality 
of life for others. 

“People talk about wanting 
to spread peace on Earth and 
goodwill to men during the 
holiday season, but those kinds 
of gifts aren’t found in the bot¬ 
tom of boxes of summer sau¬ 
sage and smoked cheese— 
that’s not peace on Earth,’’ 
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Chmsmas Week Special 

Celebrate the holiday season in the old wodfdchantf of;' 

Taybet Zaman village, ■ Ml j! 

JD 30 jOOO per person l~p& r night in a y ^ 

% n Ann j in ' * —i--l*~J 'X ~ *1 ■ 1 


Prices include a Buffet; Bred 

a Christmas Buffet LH&ittir. v 

A supplement of JD 10.V00 for Christmas Day Lunch j ;A-. J 
on Wednesday, December 25dt, 19961 .:^j 

Wishing you a Memy 

For information & reservation please contact ./’'\: 

JTI Sales Office: 553-7677 ; . : v : Y- ’ 

TaybetZaman: 03-339^111 

(AH rates are subject to 10% government tax and .10% service charge).'. | 


tVfMern/ Christmas 

floppy Werv ^ear * 

The Pleasure Dome 



You can now enjoy watching videos the way you’ve 
always wanted ..only from 66 The Pleasure Dome” 

We are the only audio & video shop that sells and rents 
ONLY ORIGINAL videos. Un-beatable picture 
quality with Hi-Fi stereo sound and hundreds of music 
CD’s to choose from. 

for those who demand what they deserve ! 


Prom Abdoun 
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says Christy Gardner, commu¬ 
nications director for World 
Concern, a Seattle-based non¬ 
profit Christian relief organi¬ 
zation that has produced a Glo¬ 
bal Gift Guide for the past 
three years. 

People can select presents 
from the World Concern cata¬ 
logue—in the name of family 
and friends—such as prenatal 
checkups for women in Ban¬ 
gladesh. Cambodia and Myan¬ 
mar ($15). midwife kits for 
women in Cambodia and 
Uganda (SI60). hot lunches 
for SO preschool children in 
Ethiopia (S28.50). or two 
weeks of Bible camp for a 
Ukrainian orphan (S70). 

Family and friends—in 
whose name a gift has been 
purchased—receive a card, an 
ornament made in Bangladesh, 
a photograph and a description 
of the project that is being 
funded in their honor. 

"We wanted to provide gifts 
that would make a difference.” 
Gardner says. “Not gifts that 
would sit on a shelf and collect 
dust.” 


Oben Haavik, a Seattle resi¬ 
dent. is already done with his 
Christmas shopping. Haavik. 
80. bought all 25 items in the 
World Concern catalogue 
(totaling more than S3.000). 

"A good majority of people 
in this country have everything 
they need," he says. "I feel 
that noL enough people con¬ 
tribute to (solving) the prob¬ 
lems of the world-poverty, 
sickness." And this is his way 
of making a small difference, 
Haavik says. 

Paul Schervish. a professor 
of sociology and director of 
the Social Welfare Research 
Institute ai Boston College, 
recently completed a study on 
Christmas ‘gift-giving habits. 
“The Contradictions of Christ¬ 
mas: Troubles and Tradition in 
Culture. Home and Heart." 
Schervish found that most peo¬ 
ple tend to feel ambivalent 
about gift giving: they see it as 
both debilitating (the crowds 
at the mall, the costs, the frus¬ 
trating searches) and enriching 
(the surprise, the happiness, 
the appreciation). 


It is impossible anymore to 
simply say you will not give 
presents during the holidays. 
Schervish says. So people 
adopt various strategies to 
“advance the positive” associ¬ 
ations surrounding gift giving 
and “mitigate the negative." 
Scbervish says. 

.And giving to socially con¬ 
scious causes in lieu of tradi¬ 
tional Christmas gift-giving 
may be one way people are 
ameliorating holiday anxieties, 
Schervish says. 

The idea seems to be catch¬ 
ing on. At Habitat for Human¬ 
ity, for example, the number 
of donors to Habitat’s 
"Extraordinary Gifts" program 
increased 40 percent between 
1993 and 1995. says Betty’ Sue 
TayJor. director of donor ser¬ 
vices. The program, which 
allows individuals to contrib¬ 
ute to the construction of 
homes for low-income indi¬ 
viduals in honor of a loved 
one. generated 9.084 gift 
requests totaling more than 
S652.000 Iasi year. Taylor 


Reviving ancient crafts 
through Beit AI Bawadi 


UNDER THE pat- ■gH^I 

ronage of HRH ■r*P i ? s t| 
Princess Basmu. a 

special holiday 
exhibition of spec- 
tacular ceramics 
and handicrafts is 
being held at Beit 
AI Bawadi in 1 

Abdoun. “Seasons " 

of Joy” combines 
the finely crafted. ^ 

hand produced, 
oriental and con¬ 
temporary ceram¬ 
ics characteristic 
of Beit AI Bawadi 
with a beautiful 
collection of rugs, 
cushions. and 
embroidered items. 

The holiday L/ . 
spirit is in full dis- p_: 

play with a wide 
variety of lovely ^awadu, 
selections to suit 
every budget and style. 

Beit AI Bawadi, a show¬ 
room. is a recent addition to 
Amman’s selection of finely 
designed and produced handi¬ 
crafts. Located in Abdoun. 
you can witnesses the produc¬ 
tion of the beautiful artistic 
ceramics and even place spe¬ 
cial orders for your decorating 
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KAREMAN BOU- ITT." = 
TIQUES are located 
in the Jaber Shop- .^T.# 

ping Center. It could 
not be in a better 
position to maximize 
their cooperation 
with German Fash- 
ion Houses. 

Mrs Kareman Saa- 
deddin is a young 
ambitious woman 
who has persuaded 
prominent Fashion 
Houses in Germany 
such as JOSEPH 
JANARD, BERND |gHgg| 

VIVENTY. COL- Kjlpip 
LECTION M. gf 

WILLE AND PPEP ysUPSI 
to be their sole repre- j 
sentative in Jordan. 

The range is from 1 classic 
wear to sport and casual wear 
plus a wide range of body 
wear and legging. The famous 
specialized German company. 

WILLE and PPEP, in produc¬ 
ing casual and classic ladies 
wear for medium and big sizes 
makes the range of the Kare¬ 
man Boutiques complete. 

Mrs Kareman said it was 
not easy to gain the confi¬ 
dence of these German compa¬ 
nies, especially those of the 
very high standard, but 1 have 
since they know my husband 
Dr Fawzi who had been a 
banker for a long time in Ger¬ 
many. My husband has 
arranged the' first step and I 
continued with hard work and 
energy. 1 work very hard but I 
enjoy my work. It is really a 
hobby. 

-Knowing the Jordanian mar¬ 
ket is essential for this kind of 
business. We follow up and 
visit exhibitions and fashion 
shows and compare designs, 
finishing qualiry and prices 
worldwide and try to have the 
best for the benefits of our 
customers and - friends in Jor¬ 
dan. Our German partners 
appreciate our position and 
cooperate with us accordingly. 

We choose the range of 
merchandise and check and 
control quality, also with the 
help of our German partners 






and if everything passes, the 
goods are shipped. 

The ability to adopt to 
changing markets and to 
understand customers needs 
has helped me to move away - 
from the traditional fashion 
business to a niche that 
requires creativity, taste and. 
feelings for quality/price rela¬ 
tion. My customers and friends 
are my best advisors, some of£ 
them are so engaged that they 
participate in our decisions- 
making strategy. My custom¬ 
ers and myself have created a 
very special atmosphere in our,* 
shops. The German say_ 
“Arbeit soil Freude machen"- : 
w/c means "work should 
create pleasure." and that is" 
really true and can be reality if 
you also cooperate with your 
customers. 

Our strategy is straight for¬ 
ward: understand the needs of 
our customers through per¬ 
sonal contact and their com¬ 
ments and we translate this in 
taking part in several top exhi¬ 
bitions worldwide and choos¬ 
ing what will meet the require¬ 
ments of our friends and 
customers. 

So, why don't you mark this 
Christmas with a little touch of 
style and elegance. Make a 
drop to our stores to see for 
you self what difference would 
it be for you as an eye catcher 
this season. ■ 


HRH Prinpess Basma opens the “Seasons of Joy” exhibition at Beit AI 
Bawadi She if being shown by the head of the center, Mrs Malta Farraj 


delight. 

To make your holiday shop¬ 
ping easier, the showroom is 
open daily (even Fridays) 
from 9 am to 7 pm. 

Reviving ancient crafts, 
while incorporating contem¬ 
porary colours and patterns, is 
the means by which the 
Queen Alia Fund for Social 
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Development strives to help 
people help themselves. 

All benefits go directly to 
improve the incomes and 
quality of life for thousands 
of Jordanians. Beit AI Baw¬ 
adi. in conjunction with the 
development, are making a 
difference. 

Besides owning a beautiful 
item, you are supporting the 
growth and development of 

Inrrian I 




JPruit Cake 
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Patisserie ji^Coffee shop 

Abdoun circle - Ra y fiU Center TeL 856285 
P.O.Box 830607Amman Jordan 




Wishing you a festive season. 


Experience 
originality at 
Gallery 

THE GALLERY, founded in 
1972, houses original an works' “ 
by selected local and foreign 
artists living in Jordan. 

It only has the very best. ' 
Works of distinction, it^ 
includes B/W sketches, oils/", 
water co lors. photographs "S' 
Lithographs. 

The Gallery fearures a 
regional selection of antique .- 
prints, maps and a limited num- 
ber of 17th to 19th century’-? 
maps & prints of Europe. USA,-:/ 
Russia, Australia, Soutit 
America. .. 

The Gallery has also thd-' 
usual seIectetr“works of fine-; 
craftsmanship, reprints of t- 
antique books, and pot Pourri 7 / 
varieties, all made with natural M 
elements from Jordan. ■ i £ 
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Tel . 676558 


JORDAN DESIGN & TRADE C E I* 

NOORAL HUSSEIN FOUNDATION 

Tel. 699141/2 Opening hours 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM 
[Off Wadi Saqra Street, between King Abdullah Gardens & Safeway, 2nd right after gas station] 


CENTER 
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Pleasure Dome 


Bringing the best 
in original videos 

“'WE ARE giving peo- 
pie what they 
deserve.... the best." 
says Murad Bush- 
naq, director of the 
“The Pleasure Dome", 
which is the first, and 
so far, the only video 
outlet that rents origi¬ 
nal videos. Custom¬ 
ers. who are increas¬ 
ing by the day. can 
choose from hundreds 
of original titles, and 
watch videos ' they 
have already watched 
before yet this lime 
with a better quality. 

“It is like watching 
the video for the first 
time." says Haul AI 
Jawhari. one of the 

members who rented _ 

“Braveheart" from the p wants U)bea good f amily man. He thinks he has accom- 
li S* ITO5 Pelt'd U allunUBhe’s eland. S'e him in the Latest film 
copy. “Multiplicity” 

One day soon, all nunllnn rh.» PVfm lif*» nf th,- virlpn nlaurr 


shops will have to resort to the original "as 
Jordan moves to Join the World Trade 
Organization. WTO. which insists that mem¬ 
ber countries must comply with a minimum 
standard of copyright protection. The new 
copyright law is on the agenda of this parlia¬ 
mentary session, and is expected to be 
enforced during 1997. 

At JD 2. the rental fee is slightly more 
expensive but we think it is worth it; consid¬ 
ering the picture quality and the Stereo-Hifi 
sound of these kinds of tapes. This is not to 


mention the extra life of the video player, 
which suffers enormously, from cheap 
pirated copies. 

The shop will soon offer delivery ser¬ 
vice. and introduce some 400 new titles 
before the end of the year. Also an impres¬ 
sive CD library will be enhanced by the 
introduction of new titles and original cas¬ 
settes'soon. 

Once you’ve watched an original video, 
it is very difficult to go back to the pirated 
ones. ■ 
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Matilda is an extraordinary girl with deeply stupid parents, 
hilarious comedy, “Matilda ” 


Because 


WE LOVE MUSIC... 


... we are different 
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Jet Set 

The Place for casual wear 


JET SET is an exclusive ele¬ 
gant boutique at Ra’fat Cen¬ 
ter in Abdoun. It is introduc¬ 
ing a new concept of 
“providing exclusive unisex 
casual wear". 

Jet Set, being the author¬ 
ized dealer for CK Calvin 
Klein, has in stock a wide se¬ 
lection of CK’s latest winter 
collection for men and wom¬ 


en. They include pants, skirts, 
knits, jeans and sweatshirts. 

Jet Set is the official distrib¬ 
utor for the Jones New York 
(JNY) products, which is 
well-known for its fancy casu¬ 
al wear for women. 

Jet Set has a wide variety of 
assorted blazers, skirts, knits 
pants for women selected 
from the latest collections of 
Walker & 
Co., of Mi¬ 


lano. Italy. 

Jet Set has a wide variety of 
jeans, sweaters, pants, long 
sleeve T-Shirts from well 
known American brands such 
as Levis, Ralph Lauren, 
Guess, Structure. 

For the Christmas Season, 
Jet Set can provide you with 
many items suitable For gifts 
including belts. Boxer Shorts, 
and many more items. ■ 


BA Supports 
Christmas Festivities 


JDTC holds on to promoting 
traditional handicrafts 


JORDAN DESIGN & Trade 
Center (JDTC) is the handi¬ 
craft project of Noor Al Huss¬ 
ein Foundation (NHF). Our 
main objective is to revive Jor¬ 
dan's heritage promote handi¬ 
crafts locally as well as 
internationally. 

JDTC supports designers 
and artists to express their 
artistic abilities and creativity. 
It carries out the designers' 
ideas aL its project centers 
located throughout the King¬ 
dom. In return, the women 
working at these centers who 
originally receive low 
incomes, earn some money 
that help them improve their 
living standards. The buyer 


will eventually get a 1 
unique craft. 

JDTC has several / 
projects of weaving, 
basketry, embroidery 
and silver jewelry. ^ ] 

JDTC is celebrating 
this year's festive sea- I _ 
son with an exhibition ■ 
titled ‘‘Simplicity.’' I 
The exhibition will pj. r 
provide colourful gifts Jv *jb 
& crafts by Andrea 4 a 
A tails as well as beau- • 5 
tifully decorated ' p 
Christmas items by w 

IJna Muasher. The _ 

exhibition runs until 
10 January 1997. 

JDTC will be exhibiting its 
products at the Movenpick 
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limited edition of 200 
copies on hand made paper 
from natural fibre- 
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Hotel in Petra from 
December 1996 until 
ary 1997. ■ 


the 21 
10 Janu- 


IN THE true 
spirit of the 
festive sea¬ 
son. British 
Airways in 
Amman has 
donated a 
number of 
airline tick¬ 
ets in sup¬ 
port of vari¬ 
ous local 
charities 
including 
the YWCA 
Bazaar and 
the Ameri¬ 
can Women 
of Amman 
Bazaar. The 
latest ticket, 
a round-trip 
to Germany, 
was donated 
for a raffle 

in support of the German Speaking Ladies Bazaar held at 
the Amman Marriott Hotel on 14 December 1996. 

Mrs Ute Rawas. one of the organizers, thanked British 
Airways for its support of the organization. She said that 
all the proceeds of the Bazaar, including those from the 
raffle, will be given to Jordanian charities. The ticket was 
won by Khalid Ghandour of the Amman Baccalaureate 
School. ■ 


Queider Trading Establishement 
promotes international trademarks 


NOW FIVE years 
have passed since 
Queider establish¬ 
ment for perfumes 
and accessories has 
been introduced to 
the Jordanian mar¬ 
ket. Since 1991, 

Queider establish¬ 
ment entered Jorda¬ 
nian market to pro¬ 
mote more than 15 
international trade¬ 
marks for perfumes, 
accessories and 
cosmetics. 

The establish¬ 
ment proves to rep¬ 
resent 55 well- 
known foreign com¬ 
panies in Europe 
and US. 

Queidar establish¬ 
ment recorded 
remarkable 

progress in promoting genuine products like 
cosmetics and perfumes, 
j In 1993, Queider establishment has opened 
- Orlane Center for skin care. It is the third of its. 
kind in the world after France and US. 

Among the services provided are skin treat¬ 
ment, make up, hair fall problems, hair dyes 


and other medical creams authorized by the 
Jordanian Ministry of Health and International 
medical agencies. 

The center organizes training courses for 
ladies on the right methods of using the make 
up. These lessons are given by highly qualified 
experts who are trained in France. ■ 
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Queen, honorary 
president ofBirdlife 
International 

® Her Majesty Queen Noor has re¬ 
cently- become the honorary presi¬ 
dent of the Birdlife International 
The organization's main aim is to 
preserve birds under the threat of 
extinction all over the world.. 

The Queen's appointment is in ap¬ 
preciation of her noticeable efforts 
towards achieving sustainable devel¬ 
opment. 



Clara Amado 


Aesthetics of the detail in hymns to nature 


By Anca De Maio 

Special to The Star 

C lara Amado’s fifth solo exhibition in 
Amman, on display at the Cervantes 
Institute, is the resuit of one year's febrile 
work, It is inspired by the stupendous 
landscapes of Wadi Rum and Petra. “I’ve been 
living in Jordan for 12 years and much of the 
beauty and spirit of the region has filtered into 
my heart." said Amado. who is of a Spanish 
origin. 

The exhibition brings together 40 naturally- 
colored paintings. It is an original interpretation 
of the relation between natural and artistic beauty. 
The process of artistic creation starts with the pig- 
ments-extraction from Petra stones, desen sand 
and soil. Dissolved in water or glued with organic 
adhesives on recycled paper, cartoon and wood, 
the colors preserve their sandy texture. 

Amado picks up the matter she needs from the 
vast nature and remodels it into tiny but infinite 
universes. What interests her is the’ fraction and 
the detail, the pan that is suggestive of the whole. 
Life is made of small things after all. just as the 
desen is made of grains of sand and the sea of 
drops of water." she added. 

For Amado the inspiration is nothing else but 
the miraculous coincidence of intense living la 
vivencia de la vida and work experience la vh-en- 
cia del trabajo. 'The work of nature is the most 
impressive masterpiece ever done: time, rain and 
wind created marvels only Cod could have ima¬ 
gined." she said. "As for me I just "steal" the 
beauty of nature and put it in my pictures." 
Amado’s act of valorizing ignored or overshad¬ 
owed fragments of nature is associated with the 
key concept of her window, la ventana. 

Two paintings of bigger size and more dra¬ 


matic movement are endtled The Windows. They 
express “the aesthetic frame through which I saw- 
all my landscapes." They marked the beginning 
of her dealing with small surfaces. In contrast 
with her previous specialization in mural tech¬ 
nique and graffiti drawing, her present collection 
focuses on the detail as “a new world, vague uni¬ 
verse and precise microcosm” (in Cesar Pomar’s 
words}. self-sufficient and balanced space, “with 
its own contrasts, tensions and whims." 

Another key term in Amado’s painting is “con¬ 
templation.” The window she opens is an irresis¬ 
tible invitation to an initiative journey back to the 
blissful moments following ihe Creation, when 
things revealed for the firsf time their amazingly 
fresh splendour. “God created Lhe world for the 
human being to see its beauty," she said. “Man 
was conceived as the center of the universe and 
the rest was just set around him so as to be con¬ 
templated," she added. 

Having got used to it ever since, the human eye 
is no longer sensitive to every small piece of the 
whole. Amado reshuffles the part/whole relation 
and restores the initial mystery of the world, “its 
beaut)- has not altered, it is us that must have a 
better look at it," she said. 

The daring presence of unexpected color stains 
such as Haring "cochinilla" red (an organic pig¬ 
ment produced in the Canary Islands! or burning 
Petra yellow, dramatize the composition, while 
the tactile invitation of the paintings on wood is 
difficult to resist. 

Amado's universe is “one-dimensional” in the 
sense that it is structured on a depth-exploring 
vector that pierces the volumes and fissures the 
reliefs. Hie matter unveils the disordered struc¬ 
ture of its particles under the artists’ enlarging 
lens. The painting she secretly calls The Crain of 
Sand is an artistic reiteration of the cosmogony. 



From (L-R): Princess Wijdan Ali, Amado and Juan Manuel Cabrera, Spanish 
Ambassador in Amman 


Vie Milky Way illustrates her belief that the 
microcosm essentially equals the macrocosm in 
profundity and mystery. Accidentally the non- 
organie rums into organic state and the non- 
figurative into involuntary figurative representa¬ 
tion. Face in the Cave. 

"Inspired and communicative," Amado opens 


the w indow of her spirit and launches a tempting 
invitation to an exhaustive and emotional contem¬ 
plation c*f the enigmatic beauty of the world. 
Excelling in vision unity, technical mastery and 
creative sincerity. Amado's exhibition reverber¬ 
ates its original echo on the an stage of Amman.. 


Neil Armstrong 

Highlighting the space experience 


Horizon Advertising sets 
higher training standards 


By Munther Hamdan ' 

Star Staff Writer 

T HAT IS one small step for a man, 
one giant leap for mankind." 
Before such words were uttered 
by Neil Armstrong back in July 
1969, the inhabitants of the world would 
have thought that surfing space was impos¬ 
sible. He said these words as he first 
stepped on the surface of the moon. 

Last week, the former American astro¬ 
naut was invited to Amman to participate 
in the symposium on peace held by the 
Academy of the Kingdom of Morocco in 
cooperation with the Royal Academy for 
Islamic Civilization Research. 

During his visit. Armstrong was invited 
to the Jubilee School of the Noor A1 Huss¬ 
ein Foundation to participate in the Pio¬ 
neering Education Program. He was 
accompanied by Senator Jawad A1 Anani. 
Welcomed by the director of the school, 
Dt Fathi Jarwan, Armstrong gave a lec¬ 
ture on his past experience. He talked 
about issues like the differences between 
the surface of the moon and that of the 
earth, in terms of temperature, pressure, 
gravity and shape. 

Armstrong highlighted the different con¬ 
ditions that accompany the process of land¬ 
ing on the surface of the moon. He also 
pointed to the physiological and psycho¬ 
logical impacts of space on the astronaut 
and the rehabilitation programs he under¬ 
goes after coming down back to earth. 

Answering a question on whether the 
large amount of money that is spent on 
research dealing with space could be used 
for humanitarian aspects, he said that such 




Armstrong addressing a group of pupils from the Jubilee School 


research is conducted to find alternative 
resources for the welfare of humanity. 

A1 Anani. a former government minis¬ 
ter, said the visit was a great opportunity 
for a group of well-selected talented stu¬ 
dents to be acquainted with an achiever's 
experience. He added that the type of ques¬ 
tions asked revealed a sense of aw-areness 
on the part of the pupils. 

It has been rumored long ago that Arm¬ 
strong convened to Islam after he identi¬ 
fied the sound of a prayer call he listened 


to in Egypt with the one he listened to on 
the moon. He maintained that this is untrue 
saying that he has never been to Egypt 
before. “The story probably originated 
from Malaysia," he added. 

However, no interview’s were published 
abouL the man in the local newspapers in 
Amman as he shies away from the media. 

In honor of the distinguished guest. Dr 
Jarwan presented Armstrong with the 
school’s shield. ■ 


US Expo ‘97 

Cross cultural contact 


HORIZON ADVERTISING and Communication Network 
has recently conducted an exclusive training s eminar for its 
executives on “The Way to Great Advertising”. Senior execu¬ 
tives from Horizon Network offices, clients and media 
reporters attended the three-dav seminar in the famous 
Greek Resort of Astir Palace in Athens, Greece. 

“People are our asset,” said Rafic-Saadeh, chairman of the 
Horizon Network, “and the key to their success is their 
desire to learn and progress. This major seminar like many 
others to follow is part of a progressive training program 
that provides higher skills in creative client servicing, mar¬ 
keting and media planning which has given us the edge in 
servicing our clients.” 

The training seminar also involved executives from the cli¬ 
ents side. These were from Colgate Palmolive, Mercedes 
Benz and British Airways and from the media industry. 
‘The outcome of the meeting was terrific,” said Caesar 
Matar, managing director of Horizon Beirut who headed 
this meeting. “It gave both our clients and our people the 
opportunity to get exposed to proven methods in producing 
effective advertising and to share a valued experience in 
reviewing and evaluating inspiring advertising works and 
this was certainly highly motivating and beneficiaL” ■ 


By Manai Omar 

Special to The Star 

T he US Expo '97 Is making a grand 
entrance in Amman. As the new 
year comes around the comer, the 
organizers of what is promising to 
be the largest exhibition in Amman have 
already begun to establish their ground. The 
aim is to establish not only a business link 
with the Jordanian community, but also an 
American cultural experience. 

US Expo ‘97 has been developed through 
research by the American company. Factory 
Direct Sales Association fFDSA). This is a 
domestic and international wholesaler 
located in Redondo Beach. California. 
Recently, the FDSA embarked on a cam¬ 
paign to promote American products in the 
Middle East. The two primary objectives of 
the project are to increase exports and estab¬ 
lish a need for the presence of American 
products. As a result, US Expo “97 will be 
hosted in Amman by FDSA in order to intro¬ 
duce companies (ram the USA to the Jorda¬ 
nian community. During the Expo, over 300 
companies will present their products to the 
new markets covering many fields ranging 
from new technology to science to consumer 
goods. 

US Expo *97 is scheduled to take place in 
Amman from 17-21 March. About 340 
booths will be available for rental. Company 
presentations will feature consumer products 


including services used in the homes, office, 
and retail outlets. Among the many Ameri¬ 
can companies expected to participate are 
Singer, Conex. Ronco. Pillsbury. Proccor- 
Silex. arjd American Harvest. In addition, 
FDSA has received full support from the 
Ministry of Trade in Jordan and the Jorda¬ 
nian Embassy in Washington DC At the 



same time, the United Stales Department of 
Commerce’s Commercial Section has 
yielded complete support to FDSA and par¬ 
ticipated in the effort to recruit exhibitors. 

FDSA hopes to use US Expo “97 as the 
grand entrance in the effort to introduce 
American products to the Middle East. 
Therefore, the Expo is organized to be an 
unprecedented exhibition which will redefine 
the role of exhibitions in the Jordanian com-' 
munity. The final result will prove to be a 
cultural event in addition to a business 
adventure. The event will include special 


effects such as fireworks display each night, 
a fashion show and appearance of American 
celebrities. 

As part of the exhibition, a spectacular 
light show is planned inside and outside the 
exhibition hall. Outside the exhibition there 
will be marine boats. Harley Davidson 
motorcycles, kit cars, and tents. Each day 
there will be a number of gifts and prizes 
granted on a lottery system. The main attrac¬ 
tion of the exhibition will be the displays of 
the latest technology from a wide variety of 
all sectors. 

Currently, the management of US Expo 
*97 in Jordan is under Waddah AI Kelani. 
the executive director international of FDSA 
“Our management team is a well selected 
cadre of graduates from American institu¬ 
tions and universities. This staff will carry 
out our main objective: to make this exhibi¬ 
tion the precedent for all exhibitions to 
come." 

The exhibition not only provides an 
opportunity for American companies to enter 
Jordan, but it also provides the perfect oppor¬ 
tunity to promote Jordanian tourism and 
products. Over one thousand and two hun¬ 
dred Americans will be coming to Joitian. 
and a trip to Petra and the Dead Sea is being 
organized, courtesy of FDSA. US Expo *97 
hopes to serve as a symbol for the strong and 
rich relationship shared by the Jordanian and 
American community. ■ ’ 


Exhibitions 

■ Mini Christmas 

Bazaar at Um El 
Kundum. Litho¬ 
graphs. old post¬ 
cards and photo¬ 
graphs on 

Jerusalem, Chinese 
paintings, arts and 
crafts, fresh farm 
produce, off the 
Airport highway on 
the way to the Ara¬ 
bian Horse Club, first left at 
the top of the hill. Friday 
20th December from 11 am 
till 5 pm. Tel: 664305. 

■ Works by Marwan Kas- 
sab-Bachi at the Darat AI 
Funun, continues till 9 Janu¬ 
ary. 

■ Graphics by Computer by 
Ismail Shammout at Manta- 
da Shoman, continues till 24 
December. 

■ Works by Rufa Shufcairi at 
the Darat AI Funun, contin¬ 
ues till 4 January’. 

■ Works by Clara Amado at 
the Spanish Cultural Cen¬ 
ter. 

■ From Script to Abstrac¬ 
tion at the The Jordan Na¬ 
tional Gallery of Fine Arts, 



continues till 12 January. 

Films 

■ Asterix chez le Bretons at 
ihe French Cultural Cen¬ 
ter, today at 4;00 pm. 

■ L'Espoir at the French 
Cultural Center, 20 Decem¬ 
ber at 8:30 pm. 

■ Degaidle Malraux- 
Pormdts Craises at the 
French Cultural Center, 
23 December at 8:30 pm. 

■ Raphael: Legend and lega¬ 
cy part 2. at the Darat AI 
Funun, today at 5:00. 

■ Como agua Para el Choc¬ 
olate. at the Cervantes Insti¬ 
tute, today at 5:00. 
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Bv Manai Omar 

Learn about Jordan from a 
taxi driver 

AFTER A month in Amman, it slowly became a ritual 
that each time I held my band out for a taxi, I would mur¬ 
mur a silent prayer. I had become convinced that all of 
the taxi drivers in Amman had entered some grand bet of 
who would make my ride the worst Each time 1 was 
■ ready to award the trophy to the clear champion, the next 
day a challenger would appear. Of course there were 
those who decided to stay neutral and sometimes 1 was 
very thankful for them. Nonetheless, the one thing that all 
the taxi drivers shared in common were the constant 
glances into the rearview mirror, their eyes betraying 
their thought: this thick accent and weak Arabic did not 
coincide with the obvious Arabic appearance. 

For many, the thought drifted through their mind as 
they drove to ray destination. But for others, it was appar¬ 
ent rhar the question trapped in their brains tormented 
them. The expression on their face reflected a torturing 
debate—to ask or not to ask—culminating into the same 
abrupt question: where are you from? 

To which I would answer honestly, T ra originally Pal¬ 
estinian but I have lived in America all my life." Occa¬ 
sionally there were nods—the taxi driver had suspected 
as much. Yet once the first question was asked what inev¬ 
itably followed was a string of questions or the transfor¬ 
mation of the driver into an enthusiastic lecturer. 

It did not take long to realize the wealth of information 
that each driver had to offer. No. they did not update me 
on the stock exchange nor did they solve the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. Instead, they painted the most accurate and beau¬ 
tiful picture of what life in Jordan was. Nothing of which 
the magnificent walls of Petra or the magic of Amman 
could portray. The frustration of life and the struggle to 
survive can never be accurately depicted as some of the 
stories that filled the taxis. No amount of words could 
express the obvious pride for culture and heritage as the 
eloquent speakers from the drivers had done—which 
would have done even Nasser proud. 

Each time I enter a taxi, I murmur a silent prayer.; 
hoping that the frustration of this taxi driver would not 
lead to anger. Silently praying that the hopes and dreams 
of this man were noL a dim light enveloped in complete 
darkness. The taxi drivers were able to show me a part of 
Jordan that can go easily unseen: the average man. This 
average man portrays the fresh reality of Jordan—the 
richness in history, the kindness of the people, and the 
difficulty of life. There is so much to leant from the aver¬ 
age man, if only we would stop and listen. ■ j 


tHE f^R SIDE ' i 



“Sorry, son, but for you to understand what happened, 
you have to first understand that back In the ’ 60 s 

we were all taking a lot of drugs." i 



Primitive waiting rooms 






SMS#** 


“Who are we kidding, Luke? We know this 
is going to be just another standoff." 
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Orbit interviews Libya’s Colonel Al-Qadhafi 


THE ORBIT Satellite Televi¬ 
sion Sc Radio Network made 
an unprecedented interview 
with Libya's renowned 
leader, Colonel Mu'ammar 
aWjwftiafl. The interview 
was aired lata Sunday at b *3 
pm GMT at Al Tnania. the 
oeiwork's premium Arabic 
language chaniwL This was a 
very special edition of Ala Al 
fiawa, live from Tripoli. 

Since its launch, the 
nightly talk show, hosted by 
isnad Al Dcen Adeeb, has 
generated widespread 


response throughout the Arab 
World, making history and 
headlines with the appear¬ 
ances of fsummrai Arab per¬ 
sonalities. CNN International 
has dubbed the show “the 
poise o! the An* World.*' 
while the Kolcnas Magiyjoe 
Annual Reade rs' Television 
Awards judged the pro¬ 
gramme Beat Talk Show. 

Viewers was given the 
chance to telephone or fax in 
with questions for al Qadhafi. 
This was an opportunity for 
the Arab World to have their 
queries answered live. 




Programs on JTV 
from 14-20 December 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2HJ5—Adventures or Mickey 
pod Donald 

2 JO— Circus & Safety at 
Work 

3:00—French Programs 
4:00—Gillette (sports) 

4 JO—Chris Cross 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—Futures (Educational) 
5:15—He Blue Heelers 
6:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Something Wilder 
8:00—Superstars of Action 
8:30—Pnsm 

9:10—Superman-Lois and 
Clark 

10:00—News at Ten 
1035—1Devices and Desires 
(Mini Series) 

11:15—Feature Film: Hat 
Spots, starring Rod Taylor &. 
Briir Eckland 

SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Joany Quest (Cartoon) 
2 JO—You Bet Your Life 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00—World Echo (Doc) 

4 JO—The Famous Five 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—Our World,Their 
World (Doc) 

5:15—All the Children (Docj 
6:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 


7:35—Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
8:00—Auto Classics 
8:30—Album Show 
9:10— Hold up The Sun {Due) 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Cover (Drama) 

11:15—Miami Vice 
12:00—'Yes, Minister 

MONDAY 

2:0(J—Holy Koran 
2:05—The Muppcl Show 
2 JO—Dad's Army 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00— Nature's Inventions 
i Doe* 

4:30—Hey Dad 

5:00—News Flash 

5:02—Wild Flower (Doc* 

5:15—Destiny Ridge 

6:00—French Programs 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35—Rosa one 

8:00—Disaster Chronicles 

(Doc) 

8:30—Cinema, Cinema, Cine¬ 
ma 

9:10 —The Lazarus Man 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Devices and Desires 
11:15—The Knock (Police 
Drama* 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Budgie (Cartoon) 

2:20—Captain Planet 
2:40—F Love Lucy 
3:00—French Programs 
4:00—At The Zoo 
4 JO—Documentary 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


ACROSS 
1 Herey— 
Lodge 
0 Poss 
11 WbroeabDr. 
l« Soto 

15 Calcutta's 
land 

16 Orator 
docm 

17 Monboars 
spray 

IS A Taylor 
20 Muslim state 
51 Snog 
23 Beep© 
amount 
2« Coiffure 
26 Mod 

underhanded 

2fl Poohfs 
creator 

X TheRawarf" 
peraur 

31 Scbjeca dto 

_naggng 

35 Outer prof. 
37 Loudness 
units 


38 Flying toy 

39 GaiUanzos 

41 Glingp. 

42 Courage 

43 Cigar 
afoonado 

46 Says 
nowdy* 

48 Love! 

49 Bra sound 

50 Roam vanoty 

53 Criticize 

54 Bacrrtnwn 
need 

58 Lonofiest 
number? 

59 Pnnespto 

60 Hasongol 
yore 

61 Pasty 

62 Saixfs 
neighbor 

63 Thin in tone 

/ 

DOWN 

1 Fortts^ 

2 Same 

ingredent 

3 Explosion 


4 KindotkcK 

5 Aouorium 
fish 

6 Humor 

7 Cpoftng 
amount 

8 Actress 
Upmo 

9 52 

10 Cracker 

11 Authentic 

13 war>S2D, 
prclfen 
eonancnt 
13 Loaf 
19 Toward the 
sunnso 
22 Crash 
24 Dancer/actor 
Grogciy 


— sea" 
(Danrn) 

31 Garaenera, 
a! times 

32 Muscle 
spasm 

33 Raeontf— 

34 Befovod 

36 Earthy 
pigmem 

37 TiH 

40 — oneseri 
(stays atono) 

*3 Window pan 

44 Hoaventy 
firobofl 

45 Pnastoss 

46 African nation 

47 Mature 

48 —tnita j 


25 MomBtanc, 49 Bte 

et ol. 50 Bm 

26 «w* 
EjaroonSnary 51 Lut 

aObr. 52 Sa 

27 Ness, e g. 55 Ha 

28 Bigtoot pa« 

29 "Wakens 56 Ad 
(onddasifo« Me 

G pn6. Tribune Mrjia Semen 


49 Black bed 

50 Bruch 
weapon 

51 Lump 

52 See 120 

55 Haw's 
partner 

56 Actress 
McrVoi 
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While in Libya, Mr Adecb 
was supposed to tape cpi- 
sodci for Mouqabain Siuikh- 
siyya, the channel’s exclusive 
m-depth interview series 
which brings viewers an up 
close and personal look u( the 
life, career and influence of a 
particular individual. 

The Lybian Lender will be 
meeung with Mr Adceb over 
several days. He is expected 
to provide an insight into his 
background, experiences and 
views on the events which 
have shaped the history of the 
Arab World. ■ 


5:00—News Flash 
5:02—Fun with 
Physics 

5:15—Cyclone Tracy 
6:00—French Pro- 
<grenu 

7:30—News Head¬ 
lines 

7:35—Murphy 
Brown 

8:00—Magazine 01 
8:30 —Christmas in 
Connecticut, starring 
Dyan Cannon & Kris 
Krisioffcrson 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Something 
Wilder 

11:15—Mission Im¬ 
possible 
12:00— Xmas 
Show—Sound of 

Christmas, Julie An¬ 
drews & John Denver 

1:00—Midnight 
Mass from Vatican 


Amman cinemas 


Philadelphia 2 (Tel; 634149): 

Primal Fear 

Philadelphia 11 (Tel: 634149): 
Virtuosity 

Plaza (Tel: 699238): 

The Hunchback of Notredame 
Concord I (Tel: 677420): 

DiaboUque 
Concord II (Tel: 677420): 

Independence Day 


t JO—Y3L5, The Vir¬ 
tual Reality (Science 
Fiction) 

9:10—Hunter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: 
Barn on The Fourth 
Of July, starring Tom 
Cruise 

12:00—Family Mat¬ 
ters 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANCA! S 
SAMEIH 

3:00—Docmnentalre 
La France aux 
1000 villages 
3:30—Emission jeu- 
nesse 

Ffitc dc5 WWi 
6:00—Sfrie poOcttre 
Jack 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 





• A scene from Last 
Supper: A group of 
intellectual graduate 
students accustomed 
to living comfortably 
and safely in a small 
mid-western town are 
awakened by a single 
event of murderous 
magnitude which 
sends them spinning 
into a vortex of 
comedy and horror. 

Driven by their 
warped sense of moral 
obligation. these 
liberal students begin 
knocking off members 
of the political right 
The effects on each of 
the anti-heroes is not 
only darkly comic but 
frighteningly reaL 
The Last Supper, a 

scandalous black comedy from Sony pictures releasing, uses this idea as its centerpiece: 
the dangers of saving the world today from the hypothetical horrors of tomorrow. 

Courtesy :"The Pleasure Dome 



WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:05—Snowwhite (Cartoon) 

St The 12 days of Xmas 
3:30—Christmas Ceremonies 
4:00— Earth Revealed (Doc) 
4:30—Blizzard Island 
5:00— News Flash 
5:02— Kelly St Challenge 
(Doc) 

6:00— French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air 

8:00— Challenges 
9:10—NBA 
10:00— News at Ten 
10:25—Cobra (New Series) 
12:00—Hart To Hart 
12:45—Who’s The Boss 

THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:05—Iris & Ovide and the 

Gang 

2:35—Out or this World 
3:00— Covington Cross 
3:30— Feature Film: They 
Call Me Bruce, starring: Ralph 


Tom Cruise in Born on the Forth of July, 
Friday at 10:25 pm 


Muuro and Pam Huntington . 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—Continuation of Film 
5:30— French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Pacific Station 
8:00—The American Chart 
Show 

8:30—Material World 
9:10—KungFu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Collie 
and Son , starring Lindsay 
Wagner and Jameson Parker 
12:00—Taratata 

FRIDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:05—The Muppet Show St 

Fllntstones 

3:00—French Programs 
4:00—The Crystal Maze 
5:00—News Flash 
5:02—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Down to Earth 
8:00—Discover Magazine 
(Doc) 


DIMANCHE 

3:00—Emission jeu- 

ncsse 

Cajuu 

3:30—Di ver tissemenf 

Week-ends sptaaux 
6:00—Magazine 

Faut pas rever 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Sporu et musique 

LUNDI 

3:00—Varfetes 
L‘integrate 
3:30—Magazine 

Planfete en equation 
•La France et la so- 
cieie de l'information* 
6:00—Documentalre 

•Jusqu'au bat de la 
route• 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 


MARDI 

3:00—Dessins anfanEs 
3:15—Magazine 
Momagne 
«Traces de ghsse- 
6:00—S^rie 

La lumi&re dcs justes 
7:00—Le journal 
7:25—Magazine 
Extra large 

MERCK ED! 

3:00—Jem 

Pvramide 
3:30—Serie 

Les compagnons de 
l’avemure 
6:00—Magazine 
Uxhuaia 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

JEUDI 

5 JO—Divertissement 

Le monde est a vous 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Atonies crochus 
Minuit—Varietes 
Taratata 

• Veronique Sanson • 

VENDREDI 

3:15—Emission jeunesse 
L'ecole des fans 

• Frederic Francois* 
5 JO—Magazine 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


-This Week’s - 

HOROSCOPES 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: There’ll be lots of 
changes with the moon in Pisces. 
Balance your budget and pay the 
bills. 

Aries (March 21-Aprfl 19). Old , 
business takes priority. You’re full of : 
new ideas. Don't wait a moment , 
longer io start a project you’ve been ' 
thinking about. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Don’t 
get to playing with your friends and 
forget something your sweetheart 
wants. Finish something you can't 
put olT any longer. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Help 
an older person stay on track so 
you’ll know what to do. Parties get in 
the way of your work. You’ll make 
good contacts, ihough. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). A for¬ 
eigner helps you make your dreams 
come true. Work hard to finish a hor¬ 
rible assignment. The feslivjries 
begin. Sreal time for work that must 
get out. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Be careful 
or you'll spend more than you have. 
It’ll be hard to sit still. You’ll want to 
run and play. Be prepared for a tough 
assignment. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 22). Heed a 
shy friend's advice. You’ll find the 
solution to a domestic problem. 
Pooling your resources , is part of the 
answer. Pay bills. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Ocl. 23). Your 
workload’s erratic — be flexible. 
Finish up loose odds and ends so you 
can go shopping. 

Scorpio (OcL 24-Nov. 21). Buy 
your true love something special. 
Work to make more money to pay for 
iL Hassle out the details with a part¬ 
ner. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Stay home for one who needs you. 
You may get a workout, but you’ll 
have another kind of work to <k> soon. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
You’ll know instinctively what to do. 
Act quickly to avoid a mess. Watch 
for a lucky break or bargain. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
Neither a borrower nor a lender be. 
You and a neighbor can come up 
with a brilliant idea and pul it into 
effect. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Stand 
up to a silly boss and make a good 
impression. Keep your wits about 
you, especially if you’re spending 
money. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: Focus cm home and fam¬ 
ily this year, and you’ll gain a great 
treasure. 

e fW. Tribune Modw Service* 


Bridge 

Oh, Those Overtricks 

tut Sharif and Tannah Hit 


East-West vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
* 10 7 6 3 
VQ852 
O A 9 4 2 
+ 4 


WEST EAST 

*AQJ a Void 

<2 J 10 UK97643 

0 K J5 0 Q10863 

+ J9862 +Q10 

SOUTH 
A K98542 

07 

+AK753 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1* Pass 2a Pass 

4+ Pass 4 Pass 

4 Pass 4* Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead; Jack of 
At rubber bridge, this hand would 
present no problem. Declarer would 
simply go about ruffing clubs in 
dummy, content to let the defenders 
score three trump tricks and no more. 
But at duplicate pairs the lure of 
overtricks is more beguiling. 


By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 

able. South deals. 0nce s P ades were raised - South 
[ made a natural jump in dubs in 

3 search of a slam. When North could 

2 do no more over a four-heart cue-bid 

2 than sign off with fourtSpades. South 

felt the level was high enough. 

EAST led die jack of hearts, taken 

A Void perforce with the ace. The ace of 

V K 9 7 6 4 3 clubs was cashed, followed by a dub 
0 Q10 8 6 3 xn dummy. The rubber bridge 

4 > Q 10 player would return to hand with a 

heart ruff and ruff another dub, cash 
5 4 2 the ace of diamonds and ruff a dia¬ 

mond as the entry for one more club 
niff. Now a diamond ruff in the 
5 3 closed hand would be the entry to 

lead the king of clubs, and the 
defenders would gel only three spade 
North East tricks regardless of the distribution. 

2a Pass here South had visions of 12 

4 Pass tricks if clubs were 4-3 and East held 

4* Pass ^ ace SP 3 ^ 5 * 50 declarer tried a 

trump from the table — and the roof 
fell in. When East showed out, 

. declarer phyed low from hand. 
ires hand would West won the jack and defended bril- 
Declarer would liamly by cashing the ace of trumps 
lifting clubs in ^ continuing with the queen. That 
let the defenders sacrificed a trump trick, but it came 
cks and no more, back with interest. South could no 

lairs the lure of longer avoid losing two dub tricks 
rguiling. f or down one! 

O LWe. Tntji&c Media Semeet 


West 

North 

East 

Pass 

2a 

Pass 

Pass 

4 

Pass 

Pass 

4A 

Pass 

Pass 




Jumble 


Uoscnmbk to* four imnds, one 
letwr to each aquarc, to form four' 
ordinary words. | 


DENEY 


SATHY 


YOSSIF 


ZEERIF 


taMCHsi 




J 



-fr 

WW THSI CTTH 

aag B3 >l e srang 
TYCOON CCNSP0®? 
HSHXPN95 


Now mp Ac drthd kam te torn 
tiv sarjvi* ««, ■* uggoced by 6 k 


33355V N3ZO&T!SIH — ^mpioqsrq 
paoptsuoa uooafc annsa reau ajoj quotf aqj uamsuv 

azarad AdlSSO AISVH Aa3HN :sn*strv 

O M6. Trttaae Medli Servian 


Words of 
Wisdom 


: ! Every day leaches new j 
■ 1 lessons if you are open toi 
j i them. ; 

1 • • • ! 

Those who persist in por-1 
j uaying themselves as moral- j 
I ly superior should answer the i 
! question, ’’Why? Was it ever 
in doubt?" I 

Pride leads to the worst j 
actions because it tricks peo- j 
pie into thinking they have a j 
noble reason for doing some* i 
[ thing bad [ 

| j 

I To be suspicious of anoth- j 
; er is to understand what we 
j are capable of doing. 


Ingratitude is a slow poi¬ 
son to relationships, but it 
kills just as surely as om-and- 
oux treachery. 

O l99t>. Tnbuce mdIu Semon 


ORIGINAL Videos Releases 

* Sense & Sensibility: The award winning fea¬ 
ture of a Jane Austin novel with Emma 
Thompson and Hugh Grant. 

* Matilda: A very intelligent child finds it hard 
to cope with her stupid parents especially her 
Dad (Danny De Vito). 

* The Power Rangers: The Movie: The six teen¬ 
age heroes return in this bigger-than-iife fea¬ 
ture to fight and ancient evil force and save 
the earth. Action packed. 

* If Lucy Fell : Probably one of the greatest mo¬ 
vies to watch. A warm romance that shows 
that you only appreciate what you have if you 
risk losing iL Sasrah-Jessica Parker superbly 
plays her role as the passive competitor to the 
gorgeous Elle Macpherson. 

* The “ StarWars ” Trilogy: Available for the last 
time Is this amazing saga from George Lucas 
with young Harrison Ford comes back as a 
digitally re mastered release for even more 
impressive sound and breath-taking picture 
sequences. 

Courtesy: "The Pleasure Dome" 
Tel: 676SS8 - Fax: 5538087 


\TRUE! 


By Daryl Cagle 



Saves 5^95, ({acting Gki 

Girl Scouts in Washington, D.C., must sell 
enough boxes of cookies to make a tower 
more than 10 miles high, in order to cover 
the cost of their liability premiums. 


the cost of their h 

6 Wb. Tribune Media Services 


sility premiums. 
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Supplement en frangais du Star 


SELON 



La reunion de 

soixante partis poiitiques 
arabes cene semaine en 
Jordanie lenaii vraiment 
du miracle. Pour la pre¬ 
miere fois, les regimes 
arabes ont confirm^ avec 
cede reunion ia l£gitimite 
de ['existence de nom- 
breux partis poiitiques. 
De meme. ils acceptem Ia 
participation de ces partis 
dans Ie ieu d6mocratique 
en env.sageant les mo- 
yens permettant de pro- 
mouvoir le pluralisme. el 
ies libert£s demoeratiques 
dans le monde arabe. 

Les declarations et 
communiques qui ont e- 
man£ de cede reunion 
sont des signes positifs 
qui t£moignent de la \o- 
lont£ des pays arabes 
d'atteindre une certaine 
unit£ politique. Une vo- 
lont£ aussi presents dans 
le domaine culturel avec 
la ifcente manifestation 
organis£e dans les Emi- 
rats arabes unis qui ras- 
semblait des chanteurs de 
tous les pays arabes. 

Savoir si les objeciifs 
annonc6s a Tissue de la 
reunion d'Amman seront 
tous realises n'est pas ie 
plus important. 

Ce qui est essentiel. 
c'est de constater que ce 
type de reunion s'est d£- 
roulde dans un pays 
arabe. 

En interdisant recem- 
ment I'entrfie sur le terri- 
toire jordanien k un jour- 
naliste libanais, la 
Jordanie avail commis 
une erreur histodque. 
Quelles que soient les rai¬ 
sons qui motivaient cette 
decision, la Jordanie avail 
alors commis une grave 
faute par rapport aux ef¬ 
forts qu'elle ddploie pour 
faire de ce pays un 
module de ddmocratie 
dans la nSgion. L'esprit de 
toldrance qui caracterise 
le rdgime jordanien doit 
permettre a tous les oppo- 
sants poiitiques de 
s'exprimer. 

La reunion des partis 
arabes rdpond elle aux as¬ 
pirations d'une Jordanie 
ddmocralique et libre. 
Une Jordanie qui devien- 
drait un lieu depression 
pour tous les imellectuels 
arabes rdsidant k 
I'dtranger et souhaitant 
exprimer leurs iddes. Une 
Jordanie mode me ouverte 
k toutes les critiques et 
les opinions, pllier de la 
presse arabe et de la liber¬ 
ty depression. 

Dans le futur. les peu- 
ples arabes auront besoin 
d'un tel lieu d'expression. 
Pourquoi la Jordanie ne 
jouerait-elle pas ce role? 
II ne tient qu'k elle 
d'affirmer cette volont£ 
en multipliant ies initia¬ 
tives de ce type. 

Les esp£rances plac6es 
autrefois dans les grands 
partis nationaux ne sem- 
blent plus exister au- 
jourd'hui, et les dangers 
d'interfference "entre poli¬ 
tique int£rieure et inter¬ 
vention chez les pays voi- 
sins sont beaucoup moins 
grands. 

La Jordanie se doit 
done de res ter politique- 
mem k Tavant-garde en 
proiivant k tous, et surtout 
k ses d&racteurs. qu'il est 
possible de rassembler 
toutes les tendances et 
partis poiitiques existant 
dans les pays arabes.■ 

Sa'eda Kilani 



Le petrole irakien a nouveau exporte 

mUIrak a repris cette semaine ses exportations de brut par le terminal de Mina al-Bakr 
' sur le Golfe, apres avoir rends en service Voleoduc reliant ses champs petroBfercs de 
Kirkouk (nord) a la Turquie, pour la premiere fois depids six ans. 

Scion lermnistre irakien du petrole Mohammad Amer Rachid, un premier lot de500.000 
barils de brut irakien ont ete chargi dimanche a bard d’un pitroUer. 

La reprise des exportations petrolieres iraJaennes, Vanities h une valeur de deux milliards 
de dollars parsemestre, a ete autorise en vertu de Vaccord petrole contre nourriture », 
conclu entre l 7 Irak et VOnu, qui constitue la premiere dirogation a Vembargo 
international imposia VIrak en aout 1990 a la suite de Vinvasion du Kaweit decidee par 
le president irakien Saddam Hussein (notre photo). 

Une serie de controls a deja eti signee avec des entreprises americames, russes et 
frtmgaises pour Vachat de petrole irakien. 


Societe 



Les etrangers pries d’aller travailler ailleurs 

Pour lutter contre le chdmage dans le royaume hachemite, le gouvemement jordanien demande aux 
travailleurs etrangers de certains secteurs d’emploi de laisser leurs places aux ressortissants jordaniens. 
Une decision qui provoque la grogne des patrons craignant de perdre ainsi une main d’ceuvre avantageuse. 


La Jordanie applique 

depuis plusieurs mois une poli¬ 
tique visant k rdduire la main- 
d oeuvre Strange re travail torn 
dans le royaume pour lutter 
contre le chomage. «En fait, 
cette mesure est appliquee de¬ 
puis deux ans suite c une deci¬ 
sion du Conseil des ministres- 
declare Bahjat Qouteishat. 
charge de 1'emploi au ministere 
du Travail. 

«Le gouvemement jordanien 
a donne le 25 juillet 1995 un 
delai de trois mois a la majori¬ 
ty des travailleurs etrangers du 
pays pour regulariser leur si¬ 
tuation ou partir. Puis il a de- 


marudi d la police de localiser 
les travailleurs illegaux. Mats 
dans quelques rares cas, on ne 
trouve pas de remplaf ants jor¬ 
daniens. faute d'experience ou 
de specialisations adequates. 
Le ministere du Trenail est a- 
lors liability a delivrer des per- 
mis de travail a des etrangers. 
Celui-ci ne pourra travailler 
qu ‘apres accord du ministere 
responsable du secteur en ques¬ 
tion. Par exemple. si le mi¬ 
nis lire du Travail accorde un 
permis de trai'ail a un profes- 
seur etranger. celui-ci ne pour¬ 
ra travailler qu'apres avoir ob- 
tenu Vaccord du ministere de 
Enseignement supyrieur» ex¬ 



Le secteur de la construction reste Vun des seuls a ne pas etre 
touche par la nouvelle legislation. 


ptique Bahjat Qouteishat. 

Les professions qui doivent 
etre r£servees a la main- 
d'oeuvre rationale sont les sui- 
vantes: mederin. ingenieur. 
compiable. fonctionnaire, dac¬ 
tyl ographe. secretaire, standar- 
diste, magasiruer. vendeur. 
coiffeurs pour domes, d£cora- 
teur. educaieur. 61ectririen. 
pompiste. transport eur, m£cani- 
cien et garde de s£curit£. 

*A partir du ler Janvier 
1997. le ministere du Travail 
va egalement ajouter it cette 
liste le metier de coiffeur pour 
hommes», precise Bahjat Qou¬ 
teishat! Une mesure qui 
s'appliquera aussi a partir du 
milieu de Tannee 
prochaine aux me¬ 
tiers de la restaura- 
tionetdei'hdtellerie. 

Le gouvemement 
a pris cette decision 
en fonction du mar- 
che de 1'emploi. des 
demandes et des 
diplomes jordaniens. 

flp/ •’ categories d’emplois 
"" que les Jordaniens 
* ' nacceptent pas 

d'occuper parce que 
le salaire est trop 
bas ou pour des rai¬ 
sons de couverture 
sociale». reconnalt 
Bahjat Qouteishat 
• C'est Ia fame des 
employeurs. notam- 
ment dans le secteur 
privy. Us doivent re- 
soudre ces pro- 
blemes en indexant 
le salaire minimum 
sur le co&t de la vie. 
Les travailleurs jorda¬ 


niens sont prees a faire 
n'importe quel trenail si on 
leur donne un bon salaire et 
des assurances sociales». Pour 
lui. le meilleur exemple est ce- 
lui de la municipality 
d'Amman. *Quand le ministre 
du Travail et le maire 
d'Amman ont decide 
d'augmenter le salaire mensuel 
des employes du sen ice de net- 
loyage de 70 a 130 JD, plus de 
200 Jordaniens ont immediate- 
ment rejoint les rangs de ce 
service. Cela mom re que le sa¬ 
laire et les assurances sociales 
sont plus importarus aux yeux 
des Jordaniens que le statut of¬ 
feri par certaines professions .» 

La reticence 
du secteur prive 

Le gouvemement se heurte & 
la resistance d'un secteur prive 
favorable a 1'emploi d'une 
main-d'oeuvre etrangere moins 
couteuse. «Je pry/ere embau- 
cher des travailleurs etrangers 
parce qu’ils acceptem des sa- 
Unres moins ileves et des ho- 
raires plus charges que les Jor¬ 
daniens•>, explique le g£rant 
d'une station-service" de 
Schmeisani. De plus, les tra¬ 
vailleurs etrangers sont consi- 
deres par les patrons comme 
6tant plus ^obdissants et plus 
corv6ables>'. 

i Ce n’est pas un problems 
de salaire* explique Simon 
Matah, patron de i'entreprise de 
decoration CDC. «Je donne Ie 
meme salaire aux Jordaniens 
et aux etrangers. Le probRtme 
tient plus au comportement des 
Jordaniens. Ceux que j'al em¬ 
ployes dans le passe ne vou- 
laient pas accompiir certaines 


tdches, teiles que faire 
le cafe, ou refiisaient de 
rester tme demi-heure 
de plus quand cela etait 
nicessmre . Aujourd'hui. 
on est contraint 
d'embaucher des Jorda¬ 
niens mens je ne leferai 
pas. Tout d'abord parce 
qu'il est difficile d'en 
trouver, et ensuite parce 
que renouveler 

['experience ne me tente 
pas.* 

Pour Bahjat Qoutei¬ 
shat il est normal 
qu'tme telle dddsion 
susrite une pol£mique. 

«Nous ne pouvons pas 
obliger les patrons a 
amltiorer les conditions 
de travaiL Par contre. 
ils sont indirectemem 
obliges de le faire en 
appliquant cette dici- 

sion.it 

Dans Ie meme temps, 

Ie gouvemement a cn£e un ob- 
servatoire destiny h surveiller 
les travailleurs Grangers 016- 
gaux. Les employeurs qui en- 
freignent la decision gouveme- 
mentale sont menaces de 
contravention d'un montant 
minimum de 52 JD et risquent 
une con damnation pdnale im- 
mddiate. Cependant ces sanc¬ 
tions ne semblent pas dissuader 
tous les patrons, certains dtant 
prets k courir le risque d'une 
amende en n’h6sitam pas k uti- 
liser un prSte-nom jordanien 
pour cacher la nationality de 
leurs employes. 

«H ne fail aucun doute que 
I'economie jordanieruxe a be¬ 
som de main-d'oeuvre 
etrangere. et essenuellement de 



Pour le gouvemement jordanien, le calcul est simple. En interdi- Sv 
sant 1’emploi des etrangers dans certains domaines, le tqux de 
chdmage de la population active jordanienne devrait diminuer. 


travailleurs igyptiens. Deux 
secteurs en ont particu- 
lierement besoin: la construc¬ 
tion et Tagriculture. Mais le 
volume de cette main d'osuvre 
etrangere a largement dipassi 
les besoins de la Jordanie» ex¬ 
plique Bahjat Qouteishat 
D'apr&s lui. le nornbre de tra- 
yailleurs dtrangers en trop en 
Jordanie est de 250.000. la Jor¬ 
danie comp rant actuellement 
350 000 travailleurs Strangers 
alors que 100.000 sentient suf- 
fisants. 7% de cette comrau- 
nautS 6trangere seraient au. 
chdmage. 

«Notre problime* ajoute 
Bahjat Qouteishat «est cetui 
du grand nornbre d'umversitis 
privies. Elies accordent a de 
no mb reux Studiams des 


diplomes de docteur. 
d'avocai,... Il font etudier tie 
marche de 1'emploi jordanien 
avant de crier de telies ftiieres. 
Nous appelons les jeunes Jor¬ 
daniens a s’orienter vers, 
d'autres professions. * 

La nouvelle loi du Travail 
jordanienne qui prevoyait d6jk 
I'octroi prioritaire d'emplois anx 
Jordaniens, puis aux Arabes et 
enfin aux autres communaurfe 
etrangkres. devrait done en- 
tralner de nombreux change- 
ments dans le monde dn travaiL 
A condi tion bien sur qn'aucan 
*piston» ne vienne ddjouer ces 
□ouveaux rtglements.B 


Mona Qaddonmi 


Decouverte 


Cinema 


Une galerie d’art avec une certaine philosophie Un ecran d’Espoir 

Grande passionnee d’art, Nelly Lama vient d’ouvrir dans le centre d’Abdoun a Amman 
une galerie congue pour offrir du bon gout pour tous les gouts, s’adressant tant au public 
amateur d’art qu’aux collectionneurs . Une galerie qui veut aussi avoir une fonction educative . 


Le film Espoir realist par Andre MalraUx 
sera projete demain h Amman. Un film " 
inspire de son roman Uespoir decrivant 
un episode de la guerre civile espagnole. 


Quand Nelly Lama 

parle de Brancusi et de son 
Baiser. elle a des larmes dans 
la voix. Lorsqu'elle dficrii les 
pieces uniques de sa collection, 
qu'il 5'agisse d'une miniature 
indienne ou d'une gravure en 
noir et blanc. son visage 
s'illumine. En racontam la vie 
de Van Gogh, elle revit 
Thistoire et s'implique comme 
une mfcre parlanr de son enfant. 
Pour Nelly Lama, les artistes 
de la Renaissance et du Classi- 
cisme sont des proches qu'elle 
aime sineferement. Et quant k 
i'art de la pr6hisloire ou Tart re- 
ligieux, elle y voit des 6mo- 
tions primaires exprimdes avec 
une spontan£it£ qui fait vibrer 
le cceur des Mpuristes^. 

%tPurisie» elle-meme, Nelly 
Lama vit pleinement la passion 
qu'elle a depuis toujours pour 
Tart Comme dans le triangle 
des valeurs absolues du classi- 
cisme qui r6unit le beau, le 
bien et la v£rit£ dans une equi¬ 
valence fondamentale, Nelly 
Lama conjugue l'esth£tique en 
terme £thique, trouvant ainsi la 
certitude de sa vocation. 

Historienne de TArt. 
diplom£e de TUniversit£ liba- 
no-am£ricaine de Beyrouth, 
Nelly Lama se d£die corps et 
/£me k la promotion et k la dif- 



Menendez 


fusion de I'art de v£ritable va¬ 
leur ainsi qu'k l'£ducation et k 
Taffinement du goQt artistique 
au sein des soci£t£s arabes. 

Durant un sejour de treize 
ans dans les pays du Golfe. elle 
a enseign£ THistoire de Tart 
ainsi que le dessin et la pein- 
ture. De retour en Jordanie, elle 
est devenue critique d'art offi- 
ciel au Jordan Times, travail- 
lant de trks pits avec les artistes 
et collectionneurs jordaniens. 

Elle d£veloppe k Amman de 
nombreuses activjt£s li£es k 
I'art. Ainsi. elle travaiile en col¬ 
laboration avec i'association 
jordanienne Les amis de 
Tarchiologie sur un pro¬ 
gramme d'enseignement de 
t'arch£oIogie dans les £coles. 
Parallklement elle continue k 
r£guli£rement donner des con¬ 
ferences sur des artistes ou des 
mcnivements artistiques dans 
des centres culturels ou bien 
des associations de bienfai- 
sance en Jordanie et k 
T£tranger. Elle donne aussi des 
cours prives d'Histoire de Tart k 
des dames de la soci£t£ jorda¬ 
nienne, sous Tangle de la phi¬ 
losophie et des mceurs sociales 
k certains moments bien pr£cis 
de Thistoire. 

«Je crois ires profondiment 
au caract&re international de 
I'art et de la culture* affirme 
Nelly Lama. 
«Surtout mainieri¬ 
ant, en cette fin de 
20tme sitcle, une 
culture nationale 
qui se rep lie sur 
elle-mime se frag- 
ilise. En monolo- 
guant. elle devient 
rigide et sterile. Au 
lieu d'evoluer. elle 
degenere*. De son 
point de vue. Ja vie 
artistique et cultu- 
relle de la Jordanie 
doit s'enrichir en se 
raccrochant de 
manikre plus deter- 
min£e k la culture 
mondiale. 

*Je suis en fa- 
veur de la decen¬ 
tralisation et de la 
democratisatiqn de 
I'art* d£clare Nelly 
Lama. De la vul¬ 
garisation des clas- 
siques de I'art .uni¬ 


verse] et de la contem¬ 
plation directe des 
oeuvres d'art d'une va¬ 
leur certaine d£pend Le 
refinement du goGl 
artistique. 

Grande collecu'on- 
neuse, Nelly Lama 
consacre beaucoup de 
temps k la quete 
d'ceuvres d'arL Chaque 
£t£ passe en Europe 
est une occasion pour 
de nouvelle fouilles 
chez les amiquaires de 
Paris, Vienne, Lon- 
dres ou BudapesL 

Elle passe des 
heures k £iudier des 
centaines de pieces 
pour finalement n'en 
choisir qu'une dizaine. 

•Il y a un niveau de 
\>aleur a respecter, in- 
dlpendamment des 
goiits et des sensibili- 
ttrs personnels* pr£- 
rise-t-elle. •Pour evi- 
ter le kitsch, teliement prisent 
sur le marchj jordanien, la 
qualite doit iemporter sur la 
quantity.* 

Nelly Lama est prete k 
n'impbrte quel effort -d£- 
couverte, transport, encadre- 
ment- afin de pouvoir partager 
«la beaut£ de Vartx avec le pub¬ 
lic jordanien. •Hormis quel¬ 
ques exceptions, il faux recon¬ 
noitre que meme dans les 
grandes villas d'Amman, U y a 
un manque d'ceuvres authen- 
tiques». 

Pour elie, «Ie bon gotit* 
s'acquiert lorsque Ton apprend 
k contempler un tableau. Dans 
sa galerie. elle a mis k la dispo¬ 
sition du public des livres et des 
revues sur les artistes pr£sent£s 



Tamara de Lempicka 


afin de permettre une meiLleure 
comprehension. Elle est tou¬ 
jours disponible pour com- 
m enter personnel lement les 
ceuvres qui y sont exposdes. 

Des pieces tubs rares comme 
une lithographie de Miro, deux 
gravures de Giacometti, des re¬ 
productions de gravures du 
176me siecle d'Angelica Kauff¬ 
man partagent Tespace intime 
de la galerie avec des tableaux 
sign£s par Menendez (peintre 
argentin figuratif). (gravures 
modemes), Guiny, Wiirtz. Car- 
melo de la Pima ou Wash- 
boum. On trouve en plus de ces 
toiles une copie d'enluminure 
gothique. des copies de pastels 
gigantesques de 1'artiste polo¬ 
naise Tamara de Lempicka et 
des gravures du 196me sifecle. 


De belles borloges datant du 
toumant du sikcle competent 
la d£coration de cette pika;. 
Des horloges qui semblem 
s'Stre arrStfies en entrant dans 
cet espace hors du temps.■ 

Anca de Maio 

•L* Gallery 
Nimri Center/Abdoun circle 
. tel: 079 20736 


Espoir CSt, dans no¬ 
ire cinima, une mitiorite chue 
d’une autre pUmlte. film 
unique, dans tous les sens du 
terme. enfanli par le genie 
d'un homme et le chaos de 
VHistoire, mutild, inachevi, in- 
abouti au regard son auteur 
mime et qui scintille pourtant 
de son eclat de dianumi Espoir 
est davantage qu'une oeuvre: 
un ypisode dans la trajectoire 
d'un aventurier. * Cette d£fi ni¬ 
tron du critique de cin£ma 
Pierre Billard traduit la com¬ 
plexity de cette oeuvre cin£ma¬ 
in graphique. 

Trfcs int£ress£ par le cin£ma, 
Andr£ Malraux d£couvre Ie 
septikme art au milieu des an- 
n&es trente k Moscou auprks 
Eisenstein. 11 travaiile alors 
avec lui sur I’adaRation de son 
roman La condition humaine, 
r£corapens£ en France par le 
prix Goncourt en 1933. Ce pro¬ 
jet n'aboutira pas, mais Mal¬ 
raux n'abandonne pas l'id£e 
d'adapter une de ses oeuvres k 
T6cran. 

S'engageant k partir de 1936 
aux c6t£s des R£publicains es- 
pagnols qui iuttent contre Fran¬ 
co, Malraux tire de cette exp£- 
rience un ouvrage. L'espoir. 
Deux ann£es aprfes. en 1939, il 
a {'opportunity de r£aliser dans 
des studios de Barcekme Sierra 



Vous voulez ecrire en fran$ais? 

Alors n’hesitez-pas a collaborer 
a la redaction du Jourdain. 

Que vous soyez passionne d’economie, 
de politique, de faits de societe ou de 
culture, vos articles nous interessent. 
Pour tout renseignement, contactez 
Olivier Bras au Star au 645 380. 


Cinema 

Le 20/12 k 20h30, Espoir d'An drd Malraux, au dn£ma 
Philaddphia (634 144). 

Le 24/12 k 18h3G, J'accuse d'Abel Gance k la Fondation 
Shaman (659154) 

Video 

Hn du cycle d'tSmissions consacr£ a Ttaivain et 
homme politique fran^ais Andn£ Malraux. 

«De Gaulle, Malraux, portraits croises» le 23 dgeembre 
k 20h30 au Centre culturel frangais (CCF). 

Dessins animes 

Le 19/12 k 16h00 au CCF, Ast&rix chez les Bretons. 

Un goflter sera offert en fin de stance. 


de Teruel, un film qui s'inspire 
d'un des chapitres de son livre. 
Le toumage de ce film se fait 
dans des conditions pr£caires: 
les moyens dont dispose Mal¬ 
raux sont d£risoires et la situa¬ 
tion explosive que cormait 
TEurope k l'aube de- la 
deuxikme guerre mondiale em- - 
pec he le bon d£rou lement du 
toumage. L’argent et le maty- 
riel manquent. Les fr£quentes 
pannes d'£Iectricit£ ralentissent 
Ie toumage du film. De plus, Ia 
majority de 1’yquipe qui en- 
toure AndnS Malraux d£couvre 
elle aussi Ie cin£ma pour la pre-. 
mifere fois. 

La guerre finit par ranxaper 
ce film qui doit fuir ITEspagne. 
La pr£cipitation et le d6m£- 
nageraent de Barcelone k Paris 
ont empechy Malraux et son 
£quipe de travailler dans des 
conditions norm ales, et surtont 
de fignoler ce film. L'absence 
de raccords est un des r£sultats 
de ce montage de fortune. Une 
m£thode qui sera reprise vingt 
ans plus land par les realisateurs 
de La Nouvelle vague comme 
Truffaut ou Godard. 

Andr£ Malraux ne baisse ce¬ 
pendant pas les bras et se bat 
pour terminer cette oeuvre. 
Achevy en France en 1939 
mais aussitfit interdit par ies au- 
torit£s firancaises qui jugem Ies 
relations franco-espagnoles trop 
tendues. Sierra de Teruel devra 
attendre la Iib6ration pour Stre 
moncn£ au grand public. 

_ Une fois la guerre finie,' un 
distributeur decide de bapdser. 
ce film Espoir pour rappeler le 
title du tivre, en fitant 1'article 
indyfini. A cette ypoque, MaF ' 
raux est lui encore en train de 
se battre avec la brigade Al¬ 
sace-Lorraine. 

A sa sortie en France en 
1945, la guerre d'Espaghe. 
parait d£jk loin et le public ,ne 
se pr£cipite pas dans les salfes. 
Une ruction qu'un des cri¬ 
tiques de I'6poque expUquaii 
ainsi: «Le monde s'Stait mis & 
ressembler aux romans d'Andre 
Malraux»M 

.Olivier Bras 

Espoir, d'Andre Malraux 

Le 20 decembre a 20h30 
au cinema Philadelphia 
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THE STAR 15 


Activities 


Royal CulturaU'e*i«e 
American Centre Labury 

Bnndi Council . 

pjOKh Cuhuial Centre.. 

Qucihe Involute .. 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish t. 

Tutikiih Cultural Centre. 

Hava Art* Centre. 

Y.W.C.A. ■ .. 

Y.W.M.A .-. 

Dann al Funun . 

Alia Art Gjlkr- . 

Baludna .An Gallery .-.— 

Nabil Ai M&ihini Tfie-Te. 

Jfabil & Hi shim's Theatre — 


b 6 iu?(iG 
820101 
0*6147/8 
... 057009 
.... 641995 
.... 610858 
.... 639777 
. 665195 

Ml 793 

...&M25I 
.643252 

,.. 039303 
.... 657132 
... 675571 
625155 


Concord Cinema. 

Pla/j Cinema. 

Philadelphia Cinema. 


... 677420 
.... (Pkg.ta 
. 634144 


Sport* Clubs 

Al Hu&vetn Spun* City.6o7lttl/5 

Onhudu* Club.K |04>i | 

Royal Aulumnbile Club.815410 

Royal Shiviing Club.736572 

Royal Chess Club. (>7.17 1 3 

Royal Rating Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club .<i7f>WO 

Amman Mun Library.6.361 1 1 

Cm* of Jordan Library .H4.WS5 

RSCN . 8.37931/837937 



Government Depts* 


To book uour Advertisement Graphic ond Designs on the electronic Sign Boards on the 1 

or SAFEWAY Bldg.. 6 SHNANA Center • Jabai Alhussien & DOWNTOWN edit 680367 


The ftwac M:a;dr. . 
Amman Greater Mumoip. 

Agn.-Juje. 

Anqaf i I-Jjirj.* Affairs 
Culture/Jana! Amman . 
Education i. Higher Edu; 
EneiJ) A. Mir.cro! Re*o:ir 

Hmat-.e. 

F*-»T«rii?R Attain. . .. 

Indujr. i T.. 
lo!orsiia:»'r 

InUTUu Mimvsy . 

Justice. 


641211 
i!i!\. 656211 

.* 8 olSl 

.066141 

. 656391 

a: ion . 6 tiw 181 
.C' .SI5615 

. . . 056321 

. .. . (44.36! 

. . .. 663191 

.. .. 641467 

. 603111 

. ... 6ti.3UH 


Labour . 

Municipalities & Environment 

Parliamentary Affairs. 

Planning . 

Post & Communications. 

Public Health . 

Public Works «5c Housing . 

Social Development . 

Supplies. 

Tourism 3c Antiquities . . .. 

Transport . 

Water & Irrigation. 

Youth i L* mver si tv. 


.69S1S6 

.641393 

.641211 

. 644406 

. 624301 

.... 665131 

. 068481 

.67319! 

... 602121 
... 042311 

.M146! 

. OSGIOO 

.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian 
Australian 
Austrian .. 
Bahraini .... 
Brazilian .. 

Belgian. 

Bulgarian 
Canadian ... 
Chilean 


641271/2 

67.3246'? 

6446.35 
664 UW9 
. 6421 S3 
,. 675683 
KI8151 
660124 
H2?5otl 


Cyprus Honotjiv Cou> _. 677559 

C/cell .e*71S13<o66! 35 

Danish Consulate Gen . . (*f>*7»i3 
Finnish Consulate 824r>54/N24(>T«. 

French . h41275/4 

German . 6HS351 

Greek -..... .. (»?l.*3!i2 ; 

Hungarian .. . M5ni4 

Icelandic Consulate ... . 69X851 

Indian .. . 637262 

Indonesian.8.2*911 

lrji)i ........... . ... (>.39.33 j 

ioltan . ..638185 

Japanese . o724i>u" 

Kuwaiti .. ... .... 6751.35'S 

Libyan. 693ii.i}/3 

Lebanese. . «»4l ?K 1 

MoaKc.iti . . 64145! 

Netherlands. b376b7 .’625165 

New Zealand Consulate . . 6.36?2(i 

N’ortb Korean . ... ...... 666549 

Norwegian Embassy ... (44932'4 

Omani.. ......._6SM55 

Pakistani _... . .. 622787 

Palestine . _ . .. .... 677517 

People's Rep. «>l China ... oorH?*) 

Philippines.. 645161 

Polish . . ...._.... ....... 63715.3 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian. 06773S 

Russian . ... 641158 

Saudi Arabian . S14154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Con* .. .861542 

Sri Litiki.’ .68.39U5,*71149^1 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa.81 li‘34 


Spanish .... 
Sudanese.. 
Swedish ... 

Swiss. 

Syrian .. .. 
Taiwan .... 
Tunisian ... 
Turkish 
l.'.A.E. 


.614166/9 

. 644251/2 

. 669177/9 

. 686416/7 

. 641076 

. 671530i 

. 6743U7/S ! 

. 641251' 

043347(643341 I 


United Kingdom.823100 

United States.820101 

Yemen. 6423S1 

EEC Delegation. 608 191 

E5CWA.694?5 I/S 

1CRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF. 629571 

UNESCO. 006559 


Airlines 

Atlna Airwavs.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Aeromcxico. 694802 

Air Canada. 630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 1 

Alitalia. . 625203 

Alyemda t Air yemen).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines ..665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines . 636232 

Cyprus Airways.(>(>7028 

Della Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air..653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

lbcna.637827/644036 

Iran Air . 622826 

Japan AirLincs .630879 

KLM. 622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MBA .6)6104 

Olympic . 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines.640200 

PI A . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qanias. 862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia.639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.(>04499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAir.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines .659102 

Yemeni a Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport. (08) 53200 

RJ Right Info.(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 

Al Ca/ar . . 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamorinu 1.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday IntT. 312426 

Miramar.314340 1 


important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.192/6211 11 

Civil Defence H.Q 1**3/198/199 

Fire Brigade. 622(190/93 

Ambulance.... .|y *1 

Blood Bank . . 775121 

Tratlic Police 625943/639703 
Traffic Accidents . . 897467/8 
Highway Police ... . 787111 


Hospitals 


Ardeh Mjieruitv M2441/2 1 

Al-Alili. Abdul 1 «.(>4It>4/(i 

AFBashir. Ashr.ifich . 77511 02o 
Al-Muasher H< ■-s.pit.il. (•fi7227, t * 

Ani.il Hospital . (>74155 

Aiiny. Marka S*>l<tll.'l5 

Hussein McJilmI Ceiilie h 1 38 1 3 
llali.iii-AI-Mulijjreen . 7771 If 1/3 
Jahal Aimn.iu M.iterntly (423(>2 
Khaledi Maternity (■->->281/6 
Malltas.J Amman (>3t>|41 

Palestine, Slnneisaru 1 1(>4171/4 
Queen Aha iiospiUl. 6*)J240/5ti 
Shnieisain Hospital ... (>iI7-JA] 
‘Hie Islamic. Ahdali . Mrfil27/37 
University Hospital. .. S45S45 

General 

Amman Municipality ... 8434ti2 

Elcvtricity Complaints . 121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints 08/53200 
Sewerage Complaints . S‘X>3 l .K) 

Water Complaints .. 05039 U /91 

Jordan Television.773111/1 ** 

Radio Jordan. 774111/19 

Post Office Inlo. 750981/2/3 

Telephone Inlormation . ... 121 


V -~7J 


Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
lairgc Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pbaa f«r loirgr Charge- 

Free Home Delivery 

v- - — JO-.caTM. a c w iu ' .^a 

V^Kvu i.t. At'2i‘'5 

':u* J.V .f £?*'■'■ 
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& Cjlorrxfort 

m - - ----- 

_:t; _ Hotel Suites 

Luxury ! Te! 

^.Comfort 

Service .71 
j!. Location .7 

In the -r £ of 
Sweifyieh ^ 

m». BI ST MUSIC STOKE 
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FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 


CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


Amman Tel: 607J93 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 6(12434 ; 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


■ 1 ••A 

Calc- Restaurant 

Different 


g;'AV^ rA 


;■»!:« I Vila:.i ci: (••t.’ 22 : * 


Ammon 


INKPMMI b TUAXftPOffT 




L^f U4 d-OnJle if 


-- wjvsi- 


Pi5G?a 

-Hut 

" Pizzu Hui offers our 
beloved children u Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal" 
"Cr.iHise one of the many 
Etching Gifts available 



Fully Serviced Suites] 

A/C In Grand 


True \'aeations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our <ea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:3i4131/2. 



Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O Hedy \kin tnuimrnt 
O Make-up 

O European manicures d 
pedicures 



Make Car 
Rental Simple 

l ':9TA9': 


Funny Bunny Funny Bunny 






IHF. BIGGEST 
f THE MUST 
' DELICIOUS 
V AND CEkTAISLY 
r THE BEST 
l , HL MBF.RUER l\ 
TOVV N 

I yC Burger. Roast. 
Chicken 

VlmadMUh \lmuiuwjrrfh M. 



NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 




Many Villas Apanemenis 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent iS: Sale 

tor more information please 
Call 


Tel. 810605- 810609. 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Almouhtaseb Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



We save you more 
£ 






The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 
Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


£ —'V i 



Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03)318246 


Walid Jarrar Co. 



1 • • - ■ 4' * " c 

.. c. . • j a * i ,. 




The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

i IXNK-LN.TVkK V\V^ A IttUWIU » 
Mnu si. Jab'r Trade- i’rnU-r 


.■ . - 


The mosi driidou* 
Arabic Sweets 


All types of Bread 


Cakes & Pastries 


7th circle. Tel. 820099 


UIS CENTRE FOR fifflCE SERVICES 

* Professional Drycleaning 
*Shoes Repair 
*Darning 
* Engraving 

^Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber <£ Housing Rank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 &. 821656 _ 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 




Y'Hc German E'uskict: Hahsc 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


josph janard 8£RP BERGER r«* m 

wiUesgs Miy < 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St. Phone: 821656 & 814714 

7T-r.- ’ - - .! - y :' . 1 '- r* 1 ;:* ?* r» r r . -y ; ^* 


Wasfi AI- Tal St. ?• ■ > 


'Tlr'—fe . v ii Tel: 695180 <M,T 

Fax: 682525 

l Cy 1 l ' '"^r ‘ 

caTrriage carriage RentaCar carriage carriage_ 


i \ we offer:- - \ 

•-s&n&x ' Computerized Engine Check v Electro Mechanical car check 

" - - ‘ a ulomalic & Manual car waxh services •> wheel balance maintanance 

•> Oil Change 

Wasfi Al-Tal St. Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 


K- 2 ^ an- 


Not all “ cafe’s “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


j- 

a'.i;-, -*J 


.- Si'.' 1 . . i 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


-f* -i&P ( ",7 Jls j v : . - ’ ^ A Touch Of Class In . . r ... Close Enough To Get 

p fe rr. i&'fr True Arabian Style Away From It All 

^ |^ TQ T T?? Al- ShmeisanL Near Ata Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel: 698005 

*«£■ L Hey iyi .* *£•**>^ 9 _• --—■——-- 


'V'Jjti Skkii\.j ... 

''•■RsSfa-.- ''" V sSj 5u '':-L r i- 
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Have you 

noticed: 

Everyone-is talking 
abpurt the Internet 
and on-line services. 

The Workstation 
page is turning Into 
the forum for these 
/.-V- topics. 

Fax us on 648298 or 
• email us at 
Star@Nfc l S.com.Jo 
.with your views. 
We" and. our readers 
want to know them. 


Microsoft introduces a final test-version of its Arabic Internet 

Browser software: 

Arabic Explorer on the way 


ii P* 


Sporting a new look and numerous developments: 

Primus BBS generates 
user enthusiasm 


By Zeid Nasser 
Star Staff Writer 

PRIMUS BBS is smoothly de¬ 
veloping into more of an ‘inter¬ 
active* environ menL reflecting 
different sectors of the Jordani¬ 
an on-line community. 

A change of look revealed at 
the Middle East Technology 
Show i'METS) 96 has some¬ 
what transformed the bulletin 
board service, making it even 
more user friendly. 

What's more, you can now- 
log into Primus through Micro¬ 
soft Internet Explorer, thus 
eliminating the need to use any 
proprietary software. Naturally, 
you can still use WildCat Navi¬ 
gator. the software upon which 
Primus BBS was based to be¬ 
gin with. 

However, the most noticea¬ 
ble develop- 
ment has to 
be in the T 
content 'of 

Primus. r 

Computer 

Networking 

Services 

(CNS). the r~^-j 
company dji-*<pa= !*<■•.>*» 

behind Pri- LSafl 
mus. has |■ 

been hard at •*■«»■«**=■ 

work creat- ~. ; 
ing coopera- 

tion agree- _ 

ments with ■■ ~ 

organization 

s and companies interested in 
utilizing Primus as a promotion 
outlet. 

The results of these efforts 
are beginning to show with a 
near-explosion in content in the 
past couple of weeks. By click¬ 
ing on the ‘Starting Point’ icon, 
found at the Primus BBS home 


page, users are taken l ^ ^ 
into a varied section ~£’ > i 
that boasts sites for 
the likes of Champi- ‘ i “ a 

ons. Friends of the 
Environment. the 
Royal Jordanian Glid¬ 
ing Club and more. 

Of course, apart 
from these sites, an < 

icon at the ‘Starting | 

Point' also offers a 
link to the many com¬ 
panies that have cho¬ 
sen to have sites on 

Primus BBS. such as k- 

Specialized Technical 
Services. Creative Design Con¬ 
cepts. Jerusalem Insurance Co. 
and others. 

The Star has recently be¬ 
come available on Primus, be¬ 
ing the first publication to go 
on-line on the service. Due to 
the fact 
■■mk egl that Pri- 
ij- % —~n mus is an 
~ -. r . -r . HTML- 
‘ n based ser- 

[g fa vice. The 

Star on 
Primus is 

-- t very simi- 

| lar to its 
electronic 
J edition on 
r&V " Wor Id 

Wide Web. 
g-S*” hosted at 

:r _ r J _ .. Arabia.On. 

Line. The 
simple fact 
that any site on the World 

Wide Web can be easily mir¬ 
rored on Primus shows how 
powerful and solid the software 
behind the service actually is. 

"The idea is to provide Pri¬ 
mus BBS users with content 
and features not available else¬ 
where." Said Mr Amer Naserri- 


M1CROSOFT IS hot on the 
heels of Alis Technologies and 
Saklur Software, with the intro¬ 
duction of its own Arabic Inter¬ 
net browser. Ara¬ 
bic Explorer. 

Microsoft Inter¬ 
net Explorer is the 
well-known stan¬ 
dard browsing 

software that has 
been developed 
for Windows, and 
is currently used 
by millions of In¬ 
ternet users 
around the world.' 

In fact. Internet Explorer is 
fast gaining in on Netscape 
Navigator, which is still the 
leader in the browser software 
market. 

Arabic Explorer is currently 
in the final beta stages, which 
means that it's months awav 


from official launch. It offers 
fully Arabized menus 2 nd can 
access Arabic HTML pages. 

Judging by the beta version 
reviewed by 
many leading 
magazines like 
BYTE Middle 
East and Arabian 
Computing 
News (ACM. it 
seems that Mi¬ 
crosoft Arabic 
Explorer is going 
to make a serious 
impact on the 
market. 

If interested, users should 
be able to dow-nload a copy of 
Arabic Explorer beta from’ the 
Web. 

Microsoft announced in a 
press conference that it was 
spending S2 billion per year 
on research and development. 


Around ninety percent of that 
is allocated to Intemet/Intranei 
development. It is said that Mi¬ 
crosoft is prepared to lose over 
Si billion dollars in the coming 
years to control the Internet/ 
Intranet market. 

Naturally. Arabic Explorer is 
to be pan of the Arabic Win¬ 
dows 95 system. Microsoft is 
also planning to introduce Ara¬ 
bic W ; eb authoring tools. 

For now. users interested in 
browsing the web in Arabic 
can utilize the solution offered 
by Sakhr Software that func¬ 
tions as a ‘Plug-In’ into Net¬ 
scape. or they can check out 
.Arabic Tango from Alis Tech¬ 
nologies. 

One thing is for sure, the 
race is on in the .Arabic brows¬ 
er market and users will be the 
most to benefit eventually. ■ 



ft : <£~srg 


Priflluc 


News update 


din. "So far. we’ve been very 
pleased with the users' re¬ 
sponse and, from the looks of 
it, many more people will be 
benefiting from Primus." 

With well over 350 subscrib¬ 
ers. only one month after its of¬ 
ficial launch. Primus BBS is 
obviously generating enthu¬ 
siasm among Jordanian users. 
For more information, contact 
Computer Networking Services 
(CNS) at telephone number 
614755. ■ 


Global One launches the 
‘Local Intranet’ 

• As promised. Global One/ 
Sprint Jordan, the only Internet 
Service Provider in iordan so 
far. has introduced a ‘Local 
Intranet' service that basically 
mirrors sites from the World 
Wide Web. 

The new service provides 
subscribers with the opportu¬ 
nity to browse the contents of 
the local Intranet for as long as 
required, for no charge. Of 
course, this is understandable 
considering that this Intranet 
takes the form of a local dial-up 
service that only costs users 
normal telephone’charges. 

Gloabl One / Sprint Jordan 
view this service as an added 
value that should present an 
additional incentive for users to 


The IntelliMouse 


THE INTELLIMOUSE is the latest ';W| 

version of the popular Microsoft 

Mouse. It differs from previous - 

models by the replacement of the'" • 

ntiddte button with a small rubber 

wtaeeL For users to benefit from 

this latest edition, they need to 

install a software driver known, as 

IntelbF(rfnt 2.0. If the driverjanot; 

m use, tbetnouse will simply be installed a*a regular two 

bottbnrrodent. Year software most be designed to take . 

advantage of this new mouse. FnncticmsHke ‘scrolling. j>an- 

inngand zooming’ can aJTbe controlled from the wheel but- 

ton. Microsoft has announced that Office 97 and Internet - • 

Explorer 3 will provide many functions for the wheeL ■ .*. 


subscribe to the Internet On- 
Line service. For more infor¬ 
mation. contact Global One/ 
Sprint Jordan on telephone 
700301. 

New generations of Apple 
Performs systems 

• Apple has announced a new 
generation of Macintosh Per- 
forma systems aimed at video 
specialists and enthusiasts. 

The new Per- _ 

forma 6400 is 

equipped with . 

the ‘Avid Cin- . 

ema' system. - 

developed by . aBg 

Apple. 

Another new : i 

Per forma, the Jk 

6360. is tar- 53 

geied at family • 

and home com- \ 
puling users. 

For more ' 

information on 

Apple's latest product in Jor¬ 
dan. contact Ideal Systems at 
688123 or Specialized Techni¬ 
cal Services (STS) at 827611. 

Jordanian booth at Cebit 
‘97 in Hannover 

• Jordan is going to be the 
third Arab country to partici¬ 
pate in CebiL one of ihp bluest 
computer and information tech¬ 
nology shows in the world, held 
every year in Hannover. 
Germany. 

Through a Jordanian national 
pavilion, seven software com¬ 


panies will present the skills of 
Arabic software development 
that characterize Jordan, which 
were also showcased at G1TEX 
‘96 in Dubai last month. 

It is expected that the partici¬ 
pating companies will be 
SEDCO. IdealSoft, Zeine Tech¬ 
nological Applications. Turath 
Center, Arabic Texcware and 
Micro Software House. 

For more information on the 
Jordanian booth at Cebit ‘97. 

contact the Jordan 

- 1 Export Develop- 

j ment Co. (JEDCO). 

J 

| Download Lotus 
l j Arabic 

applications 
1 from the Web 

• i 

.' • Locus has 
! announced its *Mid- 
j die East Home 
: Page' on the Inter- 

_i net at which users 

are free to download 
Lotus Arabic applications free 
of charge. 

For now, Lotus is offering 
Arabic Organizer and Arabic 
WordPro 96 for Windows. 

The idea is to make Lotus 
Arabization technology availa¬ 
ble to users across the region. 
Lotus believe that this move is 
a demonstration of its commit¬ 
ment. It is also an excellent 
means of spreading Lotus Ara¬ 
bic software, rivalling Micro¬ 
soft’s domination of the 
market. 

Check out these free applica¬ 
tions at www.Lotus.com. 


Saudi Arabia and Iran triumphantly 
advance to Asian Cup semefinals 


■113 NASSER 


Mac fanatics live on 

EVERY ONCE in a while, I speak to a loyal Macintosh 
user who makes me feel that the old Macintosh Vs. Win¬ 
dows argument is still very much alive. 

Whenever I joke with him. saying things, like 'why 
don’t you consider putting away that Mac ot yours and - 
gel a decent PC instead." 
he explodes in defense of gFjI 
his beloved Macintosh. " .. w . 
sounding words of harsh 
attack at everything that is 
IBM PC or Windows ; ^ 

related. ' 

"Using a Macintosh has .. 

spoiled me. I won't settle jet 

for anything else, espe- 
dally a sorry imitation 
called Windows." he said. l.' _ 

Upon explaining to him 
that Windows 95 is actu- 

^L,?ng ’Am angry Macintosh user 

me a very basic question: 

“Will an icon resembling a disk pop up on my screen if I 
put a disk in the drive?.” he enquired. “Can I view my 
documents on the desktop, dragging and dropping them at 
will?", he added. It is thesp points of user-friendliness and 
others that seem to make all the difference to Mac fans. 

Microsoft has. quite unashamedly, taken steps over the 
years to emulate the wonderful functionality of the Macin¬ 
tosh. To a large extent, most of the features you see in 
Microsoft Windows today 3re basically things Apple pro¬ 
vided a long time ago as pan of the Macintosh operating 
system. The clearest example is the so-calied Te-cyde 
bin’ which is a straight imitation of the Macintosh ‘Trash 
Can’. It took Microsoft 12 years to put a trashcan in its 
operating system (Apple delivered that in 19S4i! 

So, the claims of Macintosh users are quite legitimate. 
Windows incorporate many ideas from the Macintosh . 
operating system and. in all honesty, the Mac still does a 
lot of things better. Just try to work with different devices 
on a Macintosh and you’11 know that the much heralded 
’Plug & Play' that Microsoft, has been trying so hard to 
implement on the PC, works like a dream on the Mac. 

An Apple advertisement states it plainly: "Mac users, 
understandably, feel very strongly about their Macs. So. if 
you’re brave (or foolish) enough to try and convert a hard 
core Mac user to whatever you’re using right now. take 
some friendly advice. Don't." 

One look at the picture printed above should gne you 
an idea of what an angry Mac fanatic looks like, it's actu¬ 
ally part of the same Apple campaign running under the 
slogan of: "Never tell a Mac user to use anything else". 
It's funny to think that Apple has probably found that the 
only way to stop its market share from shrinking is to 
scare off other-brand users from swaying Mac users to 
their side. Somehow. Apple is adopting the policy of. "If 
you can't beat them, scare them!" 

Personally. I’m an intensive Macintosh and PC user. 
For me, it is quite simple: I enjoy using both but the Mac¬ 
intosh wins on all our journalistic, publishing and graphics 
work. The PC, on the other hand is unbeatable in produc¬ 
tivity applications, such as databases and spreadsheets, 
and in entertainment and general use. 

For an all-round home machine, my vote would have to 
go to a Pentium PC running Windows, but lhal’s really a 
matter of opinion after all, some people insist on sticking 
with the Macintosh; which brings me back to my friend 
who recently informed me of his next purchase. 

For Christmas, he’s buying his son a computer and 
guess what? It’s a Macintosh Performa. one of Apple’s 
latest multimedia models. I guess it's the way of the 
world. Once a Macintosh fanatic is always a Macintosh 
fanatic. ■ 


Torino marks 90 years 
of triumph and tragedy 


DUBAI—Striker All Daei 
scored four times in the second 
half to give Iran a stunning 6-2 
victory over South Korea in an 
Asian Cup quarterfinal on 
Monday. 

Iran twice came from behind 
to beat one of the favourites for 
the title and had to thank the 
clinical .finishing of their 27- 
year-old striker for the comfort¬ 
able margin of victory. 

The Koreans crumbled when 
Daei scored his first in the 66th 
minute to put Iran 3-2 up 
after a loss of 

concentration _ 

by their \ W W 
defence. \ 

Daei wok \ 
the ball from 
Korea's Hong ' 

Myung-bo and 

run unchallenged 

with it for 20 metres before 

placing his shot on Kim's left 

He and Iran, never looked back. 

Daei's second in the 76th 
minute was the best of the day 
and one of the best in the com¬ 
petition. With his back to goal, 
he controlled a long ball, turned 
and fired an unstoppable shot 
from 20 metres that flew into 
the top corner. 

Daei completed his hat-trick 
seven minutes later from a pass 
by Khodadad Azizi after a quick 
counter attack and got his fourth 
from the penally spot two min¬ 
utes from time. 

On the other hand. Kuwait, 
knocked out holders Japan with 
a surprise 2-0 win on Sunday. 

Kim Do-hoon had given 
South Korea the lead in the 11 th 
minute with a half-volley from 
12 metres. 

Iranian defender Karim 
Bagheri equalized in the 30th 
minute, heading in a comer 
from 18 metres that was 
deflected into the net by a 
Korean defender. 

A minute after coming on, 
substitute Sin Tae-yong played a 
short ball in to Kim Joo-sung 
who chested it down to the path 
of Sin. The substitute hit a clean 
left-foot drive that restored the 
Koreans’ lead in the 34th 
minute. 

The Iranians threw men for¬ 
ward in an attempt to draw level 
before halftime but could not 
breach the Korean defence. 

They took the Koreans with 
storm at the start of the second 
half and twice came close to 


equalising in the first five 
minutes. 

But the Iranians were not to 
be denied for long. 

Azizi scored in the 51st min¬ 
ute from a fine through ball 
from Daei to make the score line 
2-2. And then Daei took centre 
stage. 

Teams: 

Iran: 22-Nima Nakisa; 2- 
Naeim Sadavi; 4-Karim 
Bagheri; 5- 
Mohammad Pei- 
V ravang; 7-Ali 

— \ Reza Mansour- 
^ff]V ian; 9-Hamid 
- \ Rezaesti Ii: 10- 

Khodad 
Azizi: 14- 

Mohammad Khafc- 
pour. 18-Farshad Falahatzade: 
25-Mehrdad Minrdad. 

South Korea: 1-Kim Byung- 
ji: 5-Huh Ki-tae (3-Park 
Kwang-hyun 70); 6-Shin Hong- 
gi 9-Kim Do-hoon: II-Ko 
Jeong-woon: 17-Ha Seok-ju; 
19-Seo Jong-won (7-Sin Tae- 
yong 33); 20-Hong Myung-bo; 
22-Lee Young-jin; 23-Yoo 
Sang-chul; 24-Kim Joo-sung 
(12-Lee Ki-hyung 54). 

■ Saudi Arabia survived an 
early scare to come back from 
two goals down and beat China 
4-3 in their Asian Cup quarterfi¬ 
nal match /"Monday in Abu 
Dhabi. 

Now the Saudis have a semi¬ 
final meeting on Wednesday 
with Iran, who earlier in the 
evening demolished South 
Korea 6-2. The other semifinal 
will pit Kuwait against the UAE 
in a tournament that has turned 
from the Asian Cup to the Gulf 
Cup. 

Saudi's victory was carved 
out by veteran midfielder You- 
sif Thunai, brought on in the 
29ih minute to stop the rot after 
China had swept into a 2-0 lead 
and threatened to run rioL 

With almost his first touch of 
the match, the 33-year-old Thu¬ 
nai open the Saudi scoring after 
Chinese goalkeeper Ou Chulli- 
ang could only palm away a 
fierce shot from Khalid Timavi. 

Thunai. all alone at the far 
post, shot home and the Saudi 
victory parade was under way. 

A minute later Thunai took 
the ball down the right side, 
flashed across a low center and 
striker Sami Al-Jaber struck 
after defender Ma Mingyu 
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The Saudi team with great expectations. 


failed to clear. 

Two minutes before halftime 
Saudi Arabia went in front 
when this time it was Al-Jaber 
who crossed for Fahad Mahalel 
who cut inside the defense 
before slotting the ball home. 

But Thunai, revelling in his 
return to the team, got his sec¬ 
ond in the 65th minute, again 
turning his defender before slot¬ 
ting home from the left. 

Captain Xu Hong pulled one 
back for China in the 90th min¬ 
ute but it was rob little too late. 

Bui until the arrival of Thu¬ 
nai, the Chinese were threaten¬ 
ing to blow the Asian Cup wide 
open. With pre-tournament 
favourites Japan and South 
Korea both already ouL a Saudi 
defeat would have meant the 
exit of Asia's three top teams. It 
took only seven minutes for 
China to strike. 

The Saudi’s, looking as if 
they were still in shock after 
their 3-0 defeat by Iran in their 
final group match, were being 
sliced apart by the Chinese 
attack. 

With oceans of space on 
either flank. Chinese made the 
most of it and when Zhang 
Enhua rose unmarked to head 
home a Peng Weiguo cross the 
Saudi fans were stunned into 
silence. 


Nine minutes later Peng made 
it two nil when he got his toe to 
a low cross. 

The Saudis were in total dis¬ 
array and China were threaten¬ 
ing to pull off the biggest shock 
of the tournament. 

A minute later Gao Feng 
nearly made it 3-0 but a great 
diving save from Mohamed AI- 


Daeyea denied him. 

Saudi's Portuguese coach 
Eduardo Vingada. unable to 
believe what he was seeing, 
decided to send on Thunai and 
shake his lackluster team into 
action. 

It was an inspired decision 
that kept Saudi on track for their 
third championship title. B 


TORINO, Italy—While ail- 
conquering Juventus march on, 
city neighbors Torino are mark¬ 
ing their 90th birthday with a 
simple display featuring old 
boots, dented silverware and 
wreckage from an air crash. 

It may not sound like much 
but the smashed propeller, pock¬ 
marked wheel, bartered leather 
suitcases and old photographs 
exhibited in the foyer of 
Turino’s Regio theatre are 
reminders of a team greater than 
any Juventus side. 

They are also relics of a trag¬ 
edy that still haunts the Italian 
dub which was founded in 
December 1906 by two Swiss 
businessmen in a room over a 
beerhalL 

In the same way that the 1958 
Munich Air Crash left its mark 
on the history of Manchester 
United, the tragedy that still 
casts its shadow over Torino 
happened at five past five in the 
afternoon of 4 May, 1949. 

Returning from a friendly 
match against Portugal's Ben- 
fica in Lisbon, the entire Torino 
team died when their FIAT G- 
212 plane crashed into the 18th 
cenniiy Superga basilica to the 
east of Turino while coming in 
to land in thick fog. 

Eighteen players. 10 of them 
Italian internationals including 
the captain Valentino Mazzola. 
perished along with English 
coach Leslie Lievesley. officials 
and reporters. 

All of Italy felt the loss of star 
players admired universally as 


Romario turns down Valencia 
offer to shorten loan 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil—Money isn't eveiytiling, soc- j - 
cer star Romario told Valencia. 

The 30-year-old forward turned down a rich otter from ! 
the Valencia club to cut short his "loan” to Flamengo and ! 

return immediately to Spain. , . 

Romario met Saturday with Flamengo President Kleber .■ • 

Leite and Valencia director Manoel Llorente. The B razili an - 
club had signaled that it would let Romario go but.said the. - 

final decision was up to him.. After a four-hour meeting, . _ -.jsgggHE. 

club officials said Romario insisted on staying,-until July •' - • ; 

"Romario gave further proof of how tnuchjg loves Fla- ‘ \ ' SK' 

mengo." said Vice President Miguel Assef-JfHEViost money .I • S .'‘■; £7 
to stay here. What Valencia offered for hifpjg/return now 

isn’t something many people would give up^ > 

Although no figures were released, newspaper^ have ;V s /. * *-• V- 

reported that Romario would earn about $65.0bGjrmomh>-'— ‘-s.. =*v . ... 

with Flamengo and close to $350,000 with Valencia?* - '*' Romario 


‘11 Grande Torino" (Great 
Torino). 

‘They were a team unique to 
the world, inimitable, capable of 
unrivalled exploits ... The team 
was the symbol of an Italy still 
wounded by World War II but 
determined to redeem itself." 
narrates a 90th anniversary com¬ 
memorative book. 

Led by Mazzola. father of 
Inter and Italy great Alessandro 
Mazzola, Torino had won five 
consecutive league titles from 
1943 to 1949 (the 194344 and 
19 44 -45 seasons were cancelled) 
and provided most of the Italian 
national team. 

They dominated Italy to such 
an extent that, playing against 
Ferenc Puskas’s Hungary" in a 
1947 friendly. 10 of the 11 Ital¬ 
ians on the pitch were from 
Torino. The 11th, goalkeeper 
Lucidio Sentimenti. was from 
Juventus. Italy won 3-2. 

Cash-strapped and struggling 
compared with European and 
world club champions Juventus. 
Torino have few recent achieve¬ 
ments to compare with those of 
the “Old Lady" which celebrates 
its 100th birthday next year. 

T would like to express one 
wish." Alessandro Mazzola 
wrote recently of Torino. ‘That 
under the Christmas Tree you 
find that peace as a dub which 
will allow you as soon as possi¬ 
ble to become great again at the 
level you deserve.” 

They have won just one title. 
20 years ago. since 1949. But 
the biggest success for a club 
which has traditionally boasted 
more support in Turino than 
Juventus, whose fans are dis¬ 
persed across Italy, is that they 
still exist Their club symbol is a 
rampant bull, the Toro, but the 
beef is sadly missing. At the end 
of last season, after twice replac¬ 
ing their coach. Torino went 
down to series B. 

The club has had its stars over 
the years—1982 World Cup 
winning coach Enzo Bearzot 
was a stalwart in the 1950s while 
his World Cup star Francesco 
Graziani graced the club in the 
late 1970s— but fate continued 
(o play cruel tricks. 

In the 1960s brilliant UaJy 
winger Gigi Meroni, the Roberto 
Baggio of his day, enthralled the 
home crowd. 

Once again, tragedy took 
away Torino’s finest. Meroni 
was killed by a speeding car in 
Tunno in October 1967. 

In November 1976, Giorgio 


Ferrini. assistant coach and for¬ 
mer captain, died of illness aged 
37. 

“It has not been easy, nor will 
it be in future, to be a fan of 
Torino." sad the daily Gazzetu 
dello Sport. 

The past dominates the exhi¬ 
bition. with photographs, shirts S 
and personal effects of the 
"Grande Torino.’ 

There is Mazzola's old leather 
suitcase and the silver plate, 
recovered dented from the crash 
wreckage, brought home by the 
players after the match against 
Benfica. 

Old wooden ticket urns from 
the former Via Filadelfia sta¬ 
dium. disused since 1963 but 
now the object of a supporters' 
campaign for it to be reftrr- 
bished. stand behind glass. 

The commemorative book 
shows great Torino players of 
the pasL including fiery Scotland 
star Dennis Law—whose move 
from Manchester City for the 
then record sum of 100.000 ster¬ 
ling in 1961 was a milestone in 
soccer transfers. 

Law lasted one season before 
joining Manchester United but 
English international striker 
Jerry Hitchens was more suc¬ 
cessful. swiftly becoming 
Torino's top scorer. » 

The club was again involved * 
in a record transfer in 1992 
when Gianluigi Lentini was sold 
to AC Milan. Torino fans rioted 
in the streets and stormed iht 
club offices in protest. 

Lentini moved but the curse 
of Torino followed. A year later 
he crashed his car and almost 
died. His career is only now 
starting to show sians of’recov¬ 
ery at AtaJanta. 

Torino, after almost folding 
several times, arc still some way 
off a similar recovery. 

But the hope, like the pain- 
never vanishes."! have learned 
what it means ro be a Toro fan." 
said Napoli coach Luigi Simon*; 
a former Torino player who 
developed an attacking partnerr 
ship with Meroni. 

"...The great misfortunes of 
Torino, those which make yob 
suffer but also create a special 
bond. Those players who died af 
Superga became in some way all- 
of Italy's- sons. • * 

“And then there was the trag¬ 
edy of Meroni. and that of F&f" 
nni. They are things tharJeave a 
mark, but which make you l° ve 
that claret shirt all the more for 
them."* 












